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• Participant Characteristics
• 13 participants 

• 11 men on registry; 2 female 
romantic partners

• Age range: 28-68 years old
• All participants employed and housed
• Incarceration length:

• 37 years combined; 3 years average 
• All 11 men are currently on the S.O. 

registry as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 offender
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Emotional 
Impacts: Social 

Isolation 

Participants spoke to the damage public 
notification causes in building social networks of 
support in the community, meeting basic needs 
and maintaining mental health.



Social Isolation 

“When you get out, you just stay in the house. You get off of work and you 
go home; [friends] wonder why you don’t come out, and it’s because you 
don’t want to.” 

“Every time you move, they register your name and everything goes in the paper. 
Just getting rid of that [would help].”

“Since I got my current job, of course, I told my employers right away. I 
haven’t told any of my coworkers and I think it’s dawned on me that I 
haven’t done anything with them outside of work. It’s because I’m scared. I 
am so nervous about them finding out. [My] coworkers talk about looking 
up people on the registry.” 

“I have a friend who lives in a small town, who talks [to me] about 
suicide. There’s nowhere he can go that he doesn’t run into somebody 
he knows. Sometimes he just wants to die. When he’s having those 
thoughts, just thoughts, he feels he can’t share his fears with a 
counselor or PO, afraid he will be turned in. So he just cancelled his 
last meeting. I try to talk with him, [help him].”



Emotional 
Impacts: 

Secondary 
Stigma & 

Family  

Participants spoke eloquently about how their 
family members, including young children are 
stigmatized; intimate relationship partners are 
also publicly advertised as ‘associates’ of a sex 
offender, and normal parenting activities are 
restricted by community notification.



Secondary Stigma & Family 

“I did a background check on him before we started dating. Not only 
his offense, but where it happened, when it happened. It showed his 
family members. I did another check a couple months ago and now I 
am on there. It’s like, “associates.” …It becomes your offense too.”

“The kids don’t know [about my past] yet because they’re 5 and 4 right 
now… But [other] parents are not wanting them to come over to their 
house.” 

“My children are in middle school and they’re in sports, but I don’t go 
watch their games. I could, legally, I could. But if one of the parents looked 
me up, I don’t think it would be the best thing for my kids… I don’t know 
what a dad should do in this situation."

“I’ve seen other people’s stuff, even family members [on the Internet]. 
There’s information that shouldn’t be out there [because of public 
notification].”



Economic 
Impacts: 
Housing 

Participants agreed that the registry’s widespread 
publication online, and in local newspapers, 
ensures that they will continue to struggle for 
safe, affordable housing for themselves and their 
families.



Housing 

(A wife) I looked for a place for us; I called every 
[property management] on the list and they said 

absolutely not. They said we are not accepting people 
on the sexual offender registry. It took us eight months 
to get a place. Our sink in our apartment didn’t work, 

for about the first month of living there. 

Housing was impossible… My experience was different with 
the property management folks, they took my application, 
[and] my nonrefundable deposit knowing they would not 

rent to me, which is almost criminal. 

You are stuck living in a less-than desirable place. I live in 
a trailer -- for one month, I paid $360 for power. And 

that was just January. I have a water heater that’s falling 
through the floor. I shouldn’t have to [put up with] these 
things, but for fear of being evicted, what are you going 

to do? 

[when] I went to see other places, I talked to people 
about my past. I just asked them “Will you give me a 

place?” The lady said “No.”  But if I had not asked, they 
were ready to let me do the application, and take my 

money, and then say “Thank you, No.” 

Getting a house is the hardest problem I’ve ever had 
We were just trying to find some place to live, and I finally 
found a private renter. It is incredibly difficult to find a place. 



Economic 
Impacts: 
Mobility 

Participants described how the registry, especially 
public notification, directly affects opportunities 
for employment, further training and education, 
even affordable insurance, limiting their ability to 
reintegrate. 



Economic Mobility 

Trying to get a job in a small town is tough with that [registry]. I ended 
up starting my own company…It’s tough because if I put my company 
name on that registration and people [are] looking or clicking [for me] 

they see the company. My boss said he saw the company name. 

College! Big time! The college is able to deny you based [on it]. Like, “We 
don’t want you on campus.” Just having to go there, getting your stuff 
ready, is already a lot, and then you say, “Hey, I’m also on the registry.” 

Several years ago, I applied to Missoula College … And my intention 
was to get my general education credits there, and then continue 

my education online. I applied and their paperwork said it was a 98 
percent acceptance rate, and I was the 2 percent [denied]. 

When I was first released, I went to Biolife, and I tried to donate. 
The very last question on the 100- question test was, “Have you 
ever been convicted of a sexual offense?” You can’t even donate 

plasma! I went through all of that, I was pretty pissed. 

Immediately after I got out, my homeowner’s insurance just started 
jumping. Ultimately, I changed companies; after I changed, that 

[new] company said, “I’m sorry, we can’t insure you.” 

Same with car insurance. Some companies won’t touch you. When 
they see your record they say, “These rates are for normal people, 

these rates aren’t for you.” 



Impacts on 
the Public: 

One-
Dimensional 

View of 
“Offenders”

Participants in the sex offender focus group are 
Tier 1 and Tier 2, low to moderate risk of 
reoffending, but find they are all judged by society 
as dangerous pedophiles. There is no 
acknowledgment of rehabilitation and change.



One-Dimensional View of “Offenders”

My victim was an adult …and it was 17 years ago. I’ve skied all 
my life, I was going to start skiing when I got back into the 

community, [but the] stipulation is that anyone on the registry 
can’t be around kids. Department of Corrections doesn’t really 

individualize much; my crime had nothing to do with kids. 

They just rubber stamp everything. You committed this offense, 
and it’s just a blanket [rule] for everyone, which is one of the 
reason people think everyone on the registry are pedophiles.

I think the biggest misconception of the whole registry is that the 
guy on the registry is the guy in the bush waiting for someone, 

[when] usually [the victim’s] a family or a close friend.

People actually believe it that I’m dangerous in a stadium 
surrounded by other parents, watching my kids play 

basketball … I think the problem is maybe education. The 
public doesn’t understand who is actually going to commit a 

sexual offense> Is it the guy who’s been to prison, been 
through treatment?



Impacts on the 
Public: 

Permanent 
Sentence 

Participants were unclear about how to petition 
for removal,  and expressed hopelessness  about 
escaping the “lifetime sentence” of being on the 
registry.



Permanent Sentence 

I was younger so the judge gave me a 30-year sentence. Because I was 
younger, I was considered a big high risk. 
I was 14 at time of crime; I’m 30 now, still on registry—25 years. I think the fact that we have to be accountable helps us to move 
on and better ourselves. But the public registry is a life sentence. 

The treatment … is huge, major. I can look at myself then and now. We’re not like drug addicts; they relapse because they don’t think 
what they’re doing is wrong. We know what we did was wrong. All 
of this in this room know we hurt someone, and we don’t want to 
be that person.  We know we have hurt others, and we hold 
ourselves accountable. It’s the reason sex offender treatment 
works, and drug treatment doesn’t work. 

Over time, it’s a label of shame, that shame follows you. Every time 
I have to register, it brings up everything again, and it’s like you 
can’t move forward from that. 

Once you’re on the registration, you’re pretty much on it for 
the rest of your life, even if you did get off, the internet is so 
awesome these days, that your name is always out there. 
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