
From: Barbie J
To: Weiss, Rachel
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Monday July 13 2020 Agenda
Date: Friday, July 10, 2020 9:17:13 AM

Dear Rachel,

I have not gotten a response from you yet, but I intend on attending the meeting Monday via
zoom. Please forward instructions on how to achieve this. I will also offer one last piece of
public comment when the time is appropriate.

As per my email yesterday, I am including in this email my responses to the bills I feel affect
me and greater society the most. 
My name is Barb Jenkins . I am from Lolo MT. I am a professional office manager at an
insurance agency in Missoula. I am an author and a member of Jane Doe No More's Survivor
Speak Outreach Team in MT, as well as an active member of Montana's Victim Impact Panel.
I spend much of my time educating the public on issues related to sexual assault and trauma
and on the flip side, working with offenders to affect changes in their thought patterns and
behavior by providing them tangible evidence of the ripple efffects of their crimes. I am not
without compassion, but compassion does not and should not EVER supersede logic and
common sense to protect society and the blatant re-victimization of crime survivors by
throwing laws on the books to protect and coddle offenders. Here are my responses: 

SJ19-1B Revising laws related to sexual offender evaluations and treatment. This speaks only
to making a clear path for offenders to escape the consequences of their crimes and seemingly
does NOTHING to balance or protect the rights of the victims. There are two equally
important parts of the equation and yet one is left out completely in this entire conversation.
Victims rights MUST be not only considered, but upheld. 
 
SJ19-2A Eliminate violent offender registry. 
In November of 2019 our family was the victim of a violent act at our home. If it had not been
for good strong doors, semi-level heads in crisis mode, this man would be dead. As it is, he
awaits trial. Is he violent? Absolutely! Should he be labeled as violent? Absolutely! Should he
have that follow him for the rest of his life? Absolutely! Why? Because no matter how long
me and my family live, we will ALWAYS carry with us the scars and the mental trauma of
what he put us through. He IS a violent offender and he and everyone else who has made
choices to commit violent crimes deserve to have that title. Without that following them for
the rest of their lives you have once again, clearly, given a pass to offenders and not
recognized their victims. There is once again no mention of consideration of the rights of
victims, survivors, citizens or otherwise law abiding people.
 
SJ19-2B Eliminate violent offender registry, vacate convictions for failure to register after 10
years.
This proposal seems to serve to further ease the consequences of offenders and again purports
that after 10  years offenders are no longer violent. This concept is dangerous to society and
completely in opposition to increasing safety and security for both victims and society. 
 
SJ19-3A Revise sex offender registry to make it private.
This proposal is an assault on the rights of society. There are many proven examples where
public awareness of sexual offenders has allowed society to protect themselves. Having this
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registry public offers awareness and transparency to the presence of dangerous offenders in
and among our neighborhoods. Eliminating the public's rights to this information is offensive
in every way. It eliminates parents' ability to warn and protect their children and negates any
rights in society to be aware of potential dangerous elements around them. As a survivor of
multiple sexual assaults, including childhood sexual assault and rape and well as a rape in a
public park as recently as 2015, this is a slap to my face and the face of every sex abuse
survivor. Truly, you should be ashamed you are even considering such an asinine bill. 
 
SJ19-5 Prohibit employers from asking about conviction history on applications.
This is another clear attempt to put the rights of offenders above society as a whole. Allowing
offenders to not disclose their convicted criminal past gives them the opportunity to escape the
consequences of their actions while unnecessarily endangering employers, fellow employees
or clients of employers by allowing them to infiltrate greater society without knowledge of
their past criminal history. It is not society's problem that offenders find it hard on the outside.
This is a natural consequence of the negative choices and actions of the offender and not the
responsibility of society. I don't believe that it should be the government's discretion as to who
an employer should consider and/or potentially eliminate for employment. It should be left to
the discretion of each employer to choose whether or not they would like to offer the offender
a second chance at an employment opportunity. 
 
 
SJ19-6A Provide for automatic removal from the violent offender registry after 10 years,
vacate convictions for failure to register after 10 years.
This is a ridiculous attempt to lessen accountability and consequences of the offenders actions.
This proposal randomly picks a time frame at which point society is supposed to be
comfortable that offenders are magically rehabilitated and no longer a threat. This devalues the
lifetime of trauma and fear imposed upon victims. It is ridiculous to assume that violent
offenders will suddenly become non-violent 120 months after their conviction. Recidivism is
likely, especially when consequences are artificially eliminated. 
 
 
SJ19-7 Prohibit probation or parole condition requiring notification to landlord or employer of
conviction: 
This bill provides a mechanism to escape consequences of the offender’s actions regarding
housing, employment and the ability to hold a drivers license. Each of these areas can be used
by an offender to blend in closer to everyday society, which very clearly opens opportunities
for further offenses resulting in more victims. There is absolutely no consideration given to
past, present or future victims which is another clear example of offenders rights being placed
above those in society who have not offended. 

Respectfully,
Barb Jenkins
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Weiss, Rachel

From: itssharon78 <itssharon78@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 1:39 PM
To: Weiss, Rachel
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Info on committee meetings.

Rachel,  
Good morning.  I will be submitting my comments via email. And I hope that it is still acceptable this way as I do not have 
an option to attend via Zoom Monday, unfortunately. I will be updated throughout the day by fellow victims and area 
liaisons. Thank you for allowing my comments on these important topics. I hope that it makes sense and opens 
conversations from a different perspective.  
 
Good morning committee members,  
My name is Sharon Wilson. I live in Butte,Montana.  I am thankful to be given the opportunity to speak up on some 
topics and issues that are vital to me in my life. As explained, I am an armed robbery survivor/victim. Survivor? You may 
ask. I was not fatally wounded or even injured physically, technically.  But the lasting effects impact my daily life to this 
day, and it was almost 13 years ago. I've done some intense inner self work, alone and with the help of others. So when I 
say survivor,  I dont use it lightly. I've battled very dark times in my mind, when PTSD has tried to take me down. It has 
tried to take this crime that has happened to me, and make me succumb to self destruction. But to this day, I am 
surviving.   Every day I wake up and want to face another day, I take that as a win for me.  
I've looked over all the talking points, purposed Bill's. And I simply cannot just take one or two into account and 
comment. All of these purposed Bill's lack one very vital component.  Victims consideration.  It is easy to overlook this 
component as we as a whole have been dismissed many ways by the justice system.  It has made strides for victims in 
the last ten years or so, however, seeing these purposed Bill's feels like a slap in our face for all the progress that has 
been made in our favor. Its disrespectful in so many ways. And again, victims get pushed back to the back of the line. 
Where are our rights, where is our protection? Why do we have to live in fear? Not only is our security and peace at 
stake, it is simply thrown out the window with some of these purposed Bill's.  And it is a threat to society as well. 
Lastly to even consider releasing offenders due to this current COVID 19 pandemic is not only unnecessary,  it 
is irresponsible. And puts many at risk. It takes away any accountability from the ones who need to hold it. It 
simply should not even be a consideration. This gives the impression that the livelihoods of offenders are more 
valuable than their victims. Victims live with lasting effects of the crime long after its occurrence. And the 
release due to COVID 19, would be in my opinion,  another way we get revictimized. 
Thank you for your time, 
Sharon Wilson  
 
 
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone. 

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: "Weiss, Rachel" <RWeiss@mt.gov>  
Date: 7/6/20 9:34 AM (GMT‐07:00)  
To: itssharon78 <itssharon78@gmail.com>  
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Info on committee meetings.  
 

Hello Ms. Wilson, 
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