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AGENDA 
Friday, May 29, 2020 -- 8 a.m. Mountain Time 

Video Conference Call 
 

(All times on the agenda are approximate. Some items may not more or less time than scheduled.)  
 
8:00 a.m. Call to Order -- Roll Call -- Rep. Barry Usher, Presiding Officer 
 
8:05 a.m. Pretrial Decisionmaking and Detention Center Populations 

Roundtable 
 * The committee will ask questions and take breaks at the discretion of the 

presiding officer 
 

Detention Center Populations -- National and Missoula Work 
 Bria Gillum, Criminal Justice Program Officer, MacArthur 

Foundation (~30 minutes)   
 

National Overview of Pretrial Release Decisionmaking 
 Amber Widgery, Senior Policy Specialist, Criminal Justice Program, 

National Conference of State Legislatures (~30 minutes) 
 

Jail Data, Risk Assessment, and Local Research 
 Dr. Todd Clear, Rutgers University (~1 hour) 

 
Successes in Smaller Jurisdictions -- Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Councils 

 Robin Wosje, Senior Program Manager, The Justice Management 
Institute (~45 minutes to 1 hour) 

 
Additional committee discussion and questions 

   
12:15 p.m. Public comment* on pretrial decisionmaking and detention center topics 
 
12:30 p.m. Recess for lunch 
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1:00 p.m. Reconvene 
 
1:05 p.m. HJ 36 Study of Compensation for Wrongfully Convicted Individuals: 

Committee discussion with stakeholders and work session on draft 
legislation (HJ36-1) 

 Overview of bill -- Julianne Burkhardt, Staff Attorney, LSD 
 Stakeholder statements/introductions (~5 minutes each) 

o Michelle Feldman, State Campaigns Director, Innocence 
Project 

o Amy Sings in the Timber, Executive Director, Montana 
Innocence Project 

o Patrick Webb, Director of Grassroots Operations, Americans 
for Prosperity Montana 

o Eric Bryson, Executive Director, Montana Association of 
Counties 

o Montana County Attorneys Association representative 
o Montana Department of Justice staff 
o Risk Management and Tort Defense Division, Department of 

Administration staff 
o Other stakeholders as needed 

 Committee questions and discussion 
 Public comment on the draft* 
 Committee action on draft (optional) 

 
3:30 p.m. HJ 31 Study of the Board of Crime Control: Review of draft bill (HJ31-1) 

 Overview of bill -- Rachel Weiss, Research Analyst, LSD 
 Committee questions and discussion 
 Public comment on the draft* 
 Committee action on draft (optional) 

 
4:15 p.m. Public comment* on any item under the LJIC's jurisdiction but not on this 

agenda 
 
4:45 p.m. Committee Work Session 

 Review of next meeting dates/formats: June 12, July 13 
 Other directions to staff or additional draft bill requests? 

 
5:00 p.m. Adjourn 
 
 
Last updated May 27, 2020 
 
 

***See page 3 for information on how to participate in this public meeting*** 
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*Public Participation Information 
 
This videoconference meeting is open to the public in the following ways: 
 

• The meeting will be streamed live on www.leg.mt.gov and broadcast on the 
Montana Public Affairs Network (MPAN) if you wish to view it only. An archived 
recording of the meeting will also be made immediately available on 
www.leg.mt.gov. 

• Members of the public who want to offer public comment may join the meeting 
for the public comment periods noted on the agenda. 

 
To offer public comment, please contact Rachel Weiss at rweiss@mt.gov by 12 p.m. 
(noon) on May 28 with the following information: 

• your name; 
• the agenda item(s) for which you wish to offer public comment; and 
• whether you'll be providing comment by telephone or through the Zoom meeting 

platform via your computer. A sturdy Internet connection and a microphone are 
required to provide comment by Zoom. 

 
After providing that information, you'll receive instructions by 5 p.m. on May 28 for 
joining and participating in the meeting. 
 
During the public comment periods, people who have joined the meeting may “raise 
their hand” and participate after being recognized by the presiding officer or the meeting 
host. Comments will be taken in order received. The presiding officer may limit the 
amount of time provided for public comment. 
 
Written public comment provided by email or regular mail in advance of the meeting is 
accepted and encouraged. Comments received by 12 p.m. (noon) on May 28 will be 
provided to committee members in advance of the meeting. Comments sent to the 
committee members after that time or during or immediately after adjournment of the 
meeting will be included in the committee minutes as part of the public record, unless 
personally identifiable and protected information is contained in the document. Written 
comments may be sent to rweiss@mt.gov or to Law and Justice Interim Committee, PO 
Box 201706, Helena, MT, 59620. 
 
Any oral or written public comment provided to the committee is a public record that is 
recorded, archived, and available on the web. 
 
The Montana Legislative Services Division will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons with disabilities who wish to participate in this public meeting. For questions 
about accessibility or to request accommodations, please contact Rachel Weiss at 
rweiss@mt.gov or 406-444-5367 as soon as possible before the meeting date. 
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