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March 3, 2020 
 
TO: Local Government Interim Committee (LGIC) Members 
FROM: Toni Henneman, LGIC staff  
 
Committee members, 
 
The Subdivision Advisory Council (SDAC) met on January 30th. The meeting materials sent to the 
Subdivision Advisory Council are included in your packet, and you will receive an update of the council’s 
actions at our March meeting. 

The following materials are included: 

• SDAC January 30 Agenda 
• Rule update - amended fee increases 
• Subdivision Comprehensive Rule Update Schedule 
• DNRC Renewable Resource Grant information 

Meeting Review: 

The January 30th Subdivision Development and Advisory Council meeting was well attended by DEQ and 
DNRC representatives, local sanitarians, engineers, subdivision developers, and consultants. Members 
attended in person and by phone. The council spent most of its time reviewing the rule update process 
and heard individual topic updates such as rule changes regarding adjacent to surface water analyses and 
surface water discharge permits.  

DEQ was receptive to comments and suggestions from the council and will continue rule revisions. The 
department expects to have draft rules available for review soon. SDAC members and those interested 
may receive copies of draft rules and attend informal public meetings in May to discuss revisions before 
the rules enter the official public comment period in August.  

If the committee would like, members may request copies of draft rules when they become available. The 
LGIC will meet before the DEQ informal public meetings scheduled in late May, so the opportunity exists 
for the committee to provide feedback if desired.  

If you have any questions or concerns let me know. 

 
Toni Henneman   
406-444-3593 



Subdivision and Development Advisory Council Meeting 

Room 111 DEQ HQ 

Thursday, January 30th 

11:00 - 2:00 pm (lunch will be served) 

Conference Call in number: 1-866-906-9888 pass code: 7508058 

Agenda  

1. Introductions (Tim) 

2. Fee/CWSD Rule Update (Rachel) 

3. Subdivision Comprehensive Rule Update (Rachel) 

4. Adjacent to Surface Water analyses – Eric Regensburger (at the request of the LGIC) 

5. Surface Water Discharge Permit limits – Jon Kenning (at the request of the LGIC) 

6. Statutory bifurcation of the municipal facilities exemption (Kelly Lynch) 

7. 1:00 p.m. Funding for upgrades to privately-owned septic systems – Lindsay Volpe and Sonja 
Hoeglund, DNRC (at the request of the LGIC) 

8. Questions and future meeting topics 

Mission Statement 

The Subdivision and Development Advisory Council’s mission is to act as a liaison between DEQ, counties 
and sanitarians, and the public as part of the Department’s continual improvement process focused on 
improving subdivision and development related processes and policies while protecting public health 
and the environment.  The Subdivision and Development Advisory Council’s work is guided by the 
policies set out under the Water Quality Act MCA 75-5-101 and the Sanitation in Subdivisions MCA 76-4-
101. 





















Subdivision Comprehensive Rule - detailed schedule   

 

Date Item Notes 

April 29, 2020 SDAC meeting Provide copies of proposed rules for 
review if not previously distributed 

May 20 and 21, 
2020 

Informal Public Meetings to discuss 
changes and answer questions prior to 
formal public comment period required 
under MAPA 

• Overview of proposed structure 
• ARM Chapters 1, 3, 6 and 9 
• Wastewater, Circular DEQ-4 
• Storm Water, Circular DEQ-8 
• Water Systems, new Circular 

DEQ-20 
• Non-deg workgroup 

August 7, 2020 BER meeting for Initiation   

August 29 through 
September 27, 

2020 
Public Comment Period 

The public is welcome to submit formal 
written comments to the BER and 
Department.   

September 22, 
2020 Formal Public Hearing The public is welcome to testify for BER 

and Department consideration 

December 11, 2020 BER meeting for Final Adoption   

December 24, 2020 Adoption Published by SOS   

January 1, 2021 Effective Date   
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