
There are about 10,000 sep c systems in Lewis 

and Clark County, and they discharge about 2 

million gallons of wastewater (from toilets, 

showers, dishwashers, etc.)  into our 

groundwater each day.  

 

Many of these sep c systems are old and may 

not work properly. They have the poten al to 

contaminate our groundwater. This creates a 

serious health hazard for those of us who rely on 

groundwater from wells for drinking, irriga ng, 

washing and other purposes. 

 

That’s why it’s important for owners of sep c 

systems to periodically inspect and pump their 

sep c tanks — to make sure the systems are 

properly filtering disease‐causing pathogens out 

of the wastewater. 

 

The Sep c Maintenance Program 
 

The Sep c Maintenance Program was 
established by the City‐County Board of Health 
in 2011 in an effort to collaborate with sep c 
system owners to help maintain their systems 
and protect public health.  
 
When you regularly monitor the opera on and 
maintenance of your sep c system through this  
program, you: 
 help to protect your family and neighbors 

from diseases transmi ed through 
wastewater; 

 protect the quality of groundwater used for 
drinking and irriga ng; 

 extend the life of your sep c system;  

 help to avoid costly repairs; and 
 comply with local regula ons. 

 

Repor ng Your Sep c Status 
 

Under county Onsite Wastewater Treatment 
Regula ons, you’re expected to report the 
status of your sep c system to the Health 
Department every 3‐5 years, depending on how 
heavily you use the system and how o en your 
tank needs to be pumped. 
 
You may choose to report using an online self‐
assessment form , or you may hire a cer fied 
independent opera on and maintenance 
professional  to inspect your sep c system and 
submit your report for you. If an inspec on or 
self‐assessment reveals problems with your 
sep c system, the Health Department will work 
with you to resolve them. 

Caring for Your Sep c System 
with the Lewis and Clark County Sep c Maintenance Program 

   When you regularly maintain 
   your septic system, you help to  
   protect your family’s health 
   and the quality and safety  
   of the water you drink. 

    For More Informa on 
    

    Lewis  and Clark Public Health 
    316 North Park, Room 230 
    Helena, MT 59623 
     www.LewisAndClarkHealth.org  
     (click on Environmental Health) 
     406‐447‐8385 
     sep c‐maintenance@lccountymt.gov 

Our mission Is  to improve and protect the health of all 
Lewis and Clark County residents. 
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