
From: CHARLOTTE SCHNEIDER
To: Moore, Megan
Subject: [EXTERNAL] General Sales Tax Proposal - HJ 35
Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020 8:09:22 PM

 
To the Montana Revenue Interim Committee: 
 
I am writing to you as a citizen of Montana to express my strong opposition to an implementation of
a Sales tax in our state.  Montana has both a State Income Tax and ever increasing Property Taxes. 
The cost of living in our state is already expensive and difficult for many people as it is. 
 
The state government has ignored ballot initiatives and decided to pass laws contrary to their
constituents’ votes.  Now that MT is facing financial difficulties even before Covid-19 arrived, you are
considering penalizing the citizens for the state governments misappropriation of funds, waste and
programs they didn’t want.  Instead of punishing the citizens for the governments mishandling of tax
dollars and ignoring the voices of constituents when they decisively vote on ballot initiatives and
issues, you need to adjust your spending bills based on a budget that reflects funds you already
have.  If you are having difficulty paying the expenses, that is an issue to be resolved by adjusting
what you spend.  There is plenty of wasteful spending, we the citizens shouldn’t be further punished
because the government can’t stay within a sensible budget.
 
If you implement a general sales tax, it punishes the poor, elderly on fixed incomes and those trying
to raise a family on a tight budget.  Governor Bullock has vetoed legislation that would have helped
these groups so, please, don’t add to their financial burdens.  Instead, tighten your belt strap and
show us that you are willing and ABLE to be fiscally responsible as you expect your citizens be. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlotte Schneider
Hamilton, MT
(406) 360-6731
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