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U.S. MINERAL LEASING OVERVIEW 

U.S. mineral leasing revenue is money received from the federal government for mineral leases. The state 
receives a share of the revenue from coal, oil, and natural gas production on federal lands located in 
Montana. 

DISTRIBUTION OF U.S. MINERAL LEASING REVENUE 

U.S. mineral leasing revenue is deposited in the General Fund and in the Mineral Impact state special 
revenue account for distribution to counties from which the minerals were produced. 

Account Amount 
General Fund 75% 

Mineral Impact Account for distribution to counties 25% 

                                                 

1 After the end of FY03 and FY04, a portion of revenue was transferred from the General Fund to counties. The FY03 
amount was revenue in excess of $20,671,000, and the FY04 amount was 12.5% of revenue. 
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MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS, 2001-2019 

Year Bill Description Estimated 
General Fund 

Impact* 
2001 HB 226 Provides for distribution of a portion of U.S. Mineral Leasing revenue to 

counties after the close of the fiscal year as follows: 
 FY 2002: revenue in excess of $21,756,000 
 FY 2003: revenue in excess of $20,474,000 
 FY 2004: 12.5% of the total revenue 
 FY 2005 and after: 25% of the total revenue 

No transfers were 
expected in FY02 
and FY03 

2002 HB 11 Revises the distributions to counties after the close of fiscal year 2003 to 
revenue in excess of $21,671,000 

2005 SB 212 Creates Mineral Impact state special revenue account and provides for 
direct deposit of county portion of U.S. mineral leasing revenue 

($8,655,000) 

*General fund fiscal impact is from fiscal note and is for first year in which legislation is fully implemented. 
 

COMPARISON TO OTHER STATES 

U.S. Department of Interior, Natural Resources Revenue Data 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20011&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=594&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/Specsess/0802/BillPDF/HB0011.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20051&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=568&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://revenuedata.doi.gov/#map-section
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