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Ballot Harvesting Ban Stays for Arizona Presidential
Primary
A federal appeals court will allow a 2016 Arizona law barring anyone but a family member or caregiver
from returning another person's early ballot to remain in force pending an appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

By Associated Press, Wire Service Content Feb. 11, 2020

BY BOB CHRISTIE, Associated Press

PHOENIX (AP) — A federal appeals court ruled Tuesday that a 2016 Arizona law barring
anyone but a family member or caregiver from returning another person's early ballot will
remain in effect while the state appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The order from the 9th U.S. Court of Appeals means the law banning so-called “ballot
harvesting” will remain in force through the March 17 presidential preference election. Only
Democrats are voting in that election after the Republican Party chose to forego a primary.

The appeals court last month found the law and and a separate practice of throwing out
ballots if a voter went to the wrong precinct have discriminatory effects on minority voters.
The ruling also said the ballot harvesting ban was enacted with discriminatory intent.

State Attorney General Mark Brnovich plans to ask the high court to overturn the decision.

The Supreme Court in 2016 refused to block the ballot harvesting law, overturning the 9th
Circuit. The case has since had a trial where a judge ruled the law was legal, and a three-
judge panel of the 9th Circuit also found the law was properly enacted.

The ruling Tuesday by the 9th Circuit came in response to a lawsuit by the Democratic
National Committee, Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, and state Democratic
Party.
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The ballot harvesting law made it a felony to return someone else's ballot to election o�cials
in most cases. Republicans pushed the legislation through the Legislature over objections of
Democrats, arguing that so-called "ballot harvesting" can lead to election fraud. Republican
Gov. Doug Ducey signed it, saying it would ensure a chain of custody between the voter and
the ballot box.

The stay issued Tuesday by the appeals court will stay in place at least 90 days.

Copyright 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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BEST STATES

Best States is an interactive platform developed by U.S. News for ranking the 50 U.S. states, alongside
news analysis and daily reporting. The platform is designed to engage citizens and government leaders

in a discussion about what needs improvement across the country.
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