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13-1-203. Secretary of state to advise, assist, and train. (1) The secretary of
state shall advise and assist election administrators, including administrators of school 
elections under Title 20, chapter 20, with regard to: 

(a) the application, operation, and interpretation of Title 13, except for chapter
35, 36, or 37; 

(b) the implementation and operation of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, Public Law 103-31; and 

(c) the procedures adopted pursuant to 13-17-211.
(2) The secretary of state shall prepare and distribute training materials for

election judges to be trained pursuant to 13-4-203. Sufficient copies of the materials to 
supply all election judges in the county and to provide a small extra supply must be sent 
to each election administrator. 

(3) (a) The secretary of state shall hold at least one training session every 2 years
to instruct election administrators and their staffs on how to conduct and administer 
primary and general elections. The training must also include instruction on the use of 
the statewide voter registration system. The training may be held in various locations 
around the state. The training must also be offered online and through 
teleconferencing. 

(b) Costs of the biennial training, including the materials, must be paid by the
secretary of state. 

(4) In addition to completing the biennial training under subsection (3), each
election administrator shall complete 6 hours of election-related continuing education 
each year that is approved by the secretary of state. Costs for the continuing education 
must be paid by the counties. 

(5) The secretary of state shall:
(a) certify for election administration purposes each election administrator who

attends the biennial training and completes the required continuing education; and 
(b) provide a certificate of completion to election staff who attend the biennial

election training described in subsection (3). 
(6) An election administrator may require that election staff complete the

continuing education described in subsection (4) and provide a certificate of completion 
to staff who complete it. 

History: En. Sec. 13, Ch. 571, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 32, Ch. 370, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 4, Sp. L. November 1993; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 246, L. 1997; amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 414, L. 2003; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 209, L. 2015.  Was HB 69, by request of Sec. of State (Linda McCulloch) 
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 13-4-102. Manner of choosing election judges. (1) Subject to 13-4-107, election 
judges must be chosen from lists of qualified registered electors in the county, 
submitted at least 45 days before the primary election in even-numbered years by the 
county central committees of the political parties eligible to nominate candidates in the 
primary. 
 
 (2) The list of each party may contain more names than the number of election 
judges to be appointed. The names of those not appointed as election judges must be 
given to the election administrator for use in making appointments to fill vacancies. 
 (3) Each board of election judges must include judges representing all parties 
that have submitted lists as provided in subsection (1). No more than the number of 
election judges needed to obtain a simple majority may be appointed from the list of 
one political party in each county. If any of the political parties entitled to do so fail to 
submit a list meeting the requirements of this section, the governing body shall, to the 
extent possible, appoint judges so that all parties eligible to participate in the primary 
are represented on each board. 
 (4) The election administrator shall make appointments to fill vacancies from 
the list provided for in subsection (2). If the list is insufficient or if one or more of the 
eligible political parties fails to submit a list meeting the requirements of this section, 
the election administrator may select enough people meeting the qualifications of 13-4-
107 to fill election judge vacancies in all precincts. 
 (5) An elector chosen to potentially serve as an election judge must be notified 
of selection at least 30 days before the primary election in even-numbered years. Each 
elector who agrees to serve as an election judge shall attend a training class conducted 
under 13-4-203 and shall continue to serve as provided in 13-4-103. 
 History: En. Sec. 50, Ch. 368, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 258, L. 1971; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 125, L. 1973; R.C.M. 1947, 23-3202; amd. Sec. 54, Ch. 571, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 
232, L. 1993; amd. Sec. 11, Ch. 414, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 14, Ch. 297, L. 2009 Was HB 19, 
by request of SAVA; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 242, L. 2011; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 365, L. 2017. 
 

13-4-203. Instruction of judges — training materials. (1) Before each election, 
all election judges must be instructed by the election administrator on current 
procedures as prescribed by the secretary of state. In precincts where voting systems 
are used, instructions must cover both how to operate the voting system and how to 
manually process any paper ballots. 
 (2) An election administrator may require a chief election judge to attend the 
training session before each election, as well as a special session that the election 
administrator may hold for chief election judges only, even if the chief election judge 
possesses a current certificate of completion pursuant to 13-1-203(5)(b). 
 (3) Any individual willing to be appointed as an election judge may attend an 
instruction session by registering with the election administrator. However, the 
individual may not be paid for attendance unless the individual is appointed as an 
election judge. 
 (4) Each election judge completing a training session under this section must be 
given a certificate of completion. An individual may not serve as an election judge 
without a current certificate. However, this requirement does not apply to individuals 
filling vacancies in emergencies. 
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 (5) A certificate of completion is current if the certificate is obtained before the 
primary election in an even-numbered year. 
 (6) Notice of the place and time of instruction must be given by the election 
administrator to the presiding officers of the political parties in the county. 
 History: En. Sec. 54, Ch. 368, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 258, L. 1971; R.C.M. 1947, 
23-3206; amd. Sec. 61, Ch. 571, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 12, Ch. 414, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 
297, L. 2009 Was HB 19, by request of SAVA; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 209, L. 2015 Was HB 69, by 
request of Sec. of State (Linda McCulloch); amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 368, L. 2017. 
 

13-17-103. Required specifications for voting systems. (1) A voting system may 
not be approved under 13-17-101 unless the voting system: 
 (a) allows an elector to vote in secrecy; 
 (b) prevents an elector from voting for any candidate or on any ballot issue 
more than once; 
 (c) prevents an elector from voting on any office or ballot issue for which the 
elector is not entitled to vote; 
 (d) allows an elector to vote only for the candidates of the party selected by the 
elector in the primary election; 
 (e) allows an elector to vote a split ticket in a general election if the elector 
desires; 
 (f) allows each valid vote cast to be registered and recorded within the 
performance standards adopted pursuant to subsection (3); 
 (g) is protected from tampering for a fraudulent purpose; 
 (h) prevents an individual from seeing or knowing the number of votes 
registered for any candidate or on any ballot issue during the progress of voting; 
 (i) allows write-in voting; 
 (j) will, if purchased by a jurisdiction within the state, be provided with a 
guarantee that the training and technical assistance will be provided to election officials 
under the contract for purchase of the voting system; 
 (k) uses a paper ballot that allows votes to be manually counted; and 
 (l) allows auditors to access and monitor any software program while it is 
running on the system to determine whether the software is running properly. 
 (2) A voter interface device may not be approved for use in this state unless: 
 (a) the device meets the electronic security standards adopted by the secretary 
of state; 
 (b) the device provides accessible voting technology for electors with hearing, 
vision, speech, or ambulatory impairments; 
 (c) the device meets all requirements specified in subsection (1); 
 (d) the device has been made available for demonstration and use by electors 
with disabilities in at least one public event held by the secretary of state; and 
 (e) disabled electors have been able to participate in the process of determining 
whether the system meets accessibility standards. 
 (3) To implement the provisions of subsection (1)(f), the secretary of state shall 
adopt rules setting a benchmark performance standard that must be met in tests by 
each voting system prior to approval under 13-17-101. The standard must be based on 
commonly accepted industry standards for readily available technologies. 
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 History: En. Sec. 143, Ch. 368, L. 1969; R.C.M. 1947, 23-3802(1), (3); amd. Sec. 
196, Ch. 571, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 33, Ch. 370, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 65, Ch. 414, L. 2003; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 275, L. 2005; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 286, L. 2005; amd. Sec. 27, Ch. 273, L. 
2007; amd. Sec. 28, Ch. 297, L. 2009; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 325, L. 2019. 
 

20-20-109. Election judges — qualifications — training. (1) Election judges must 
be qualified registered electors of the school district in which they serve. 
 (2) An election judge may not be: 
 (a) the candidate; 
 (b) an ascendant, descendant, brother, or sister of a candidate; or 
 (c) the spouse of the candidate or of any of the individuals listed in subsection 
(2)(b). 
 (3) School election judges must meet the training and certification requirements 
of 13-4-203. 
 History: En. Sec. 55, Ch. 297, L. 2009 Was HB 19, by request of SAVA. 
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