
From: Andrea Olsen
To: Nowakowski, Sonja
Cc: vancesd34; Diane Sands; Jeff Welborn; Sen. CARLIE BOLAND; Loge-HD14, Denley; Mark Sweeney; Ross H

Fitzgerald
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Letter to Legislative Council and Legal Opinion
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 9:50:47 AM

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/grant-programs

Grant Programs

FTA provides grants to local public transit systems, including buses, subways, light
rail, commuter rail, trolleys and ferries. Since 1964, FTA has partnered with state and
local governments to create and enhance public transportation systems, investing
more than $11 billion annually to support and expand public transit services. FTA
provides annual formula grants to transit agencies nationwide as well as discretionary
funding in competitive processes.

    See a table of current FTA grant opportunities
    FTA's Transit Award Management System (TrAMS)
    Learn more about FTA's Capital Investment Grants (CIG) program

From: "Olsen Andrea" <andrea.olsen@mtleg.gov>
To: "Sonya Nowakowski" <snowakowski@mt.gov>
Cc: "vancesd34" <vancesd34@gmail.com>, "Diane Sands"
<senatorsands@gmail.com>, "Jeff Welborn" <Jeff.Welborn@mtleg.gov>, "Sen.
CARLIE BOLAND" <Carlie.Boland@mtleg.gov>, "Loge"
<denleylogehd14@gmail.com>, "Mark Sweeney" <mark.Sweeney@mtleg.gov>,
"Ross H Fitzgerald" <rhfitz@3rivers.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 9:47:30 AM
Subject: Re: Letter to Legislative Council and Legal Opinion

Dear Senator's Vance and Sands,

How did we decide that there was not federal funding when we did not have any
presentations from anyone that knows anything about the topic of federal funding. 
There is federal funding becoming available as part of revitalization of rural America
and we had proposed speakers to talk about it.  But before we could even explain a
potential agenda, you made a motion to do nothing.  To represent that we studied it
and couldn't afford it is untrue.  We are not going to be ready for federal funding
because we have cut off any study and coordinated government action to make a
plan. The committee made a decision not to study what is currently happening and
what is possible.  To say in your letter that we did such a study is false. 

I will make a formal request of our committee to address in our committee how to
make Montana ready to receive federal funding, at the minimum.  Transportation in
Montana is becoming more difficult not less, and our study of traffic safety without
recognizing that public transportation alternatives is part of the solution is
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irresponsible.  

Thank you for your reconsideration of our past decision to "do nothing".  

From: "Sonya Nowakowski" <snowakowski@mt.gov>
To: "vancesd34" <vancesd34@gmail.com>, "Diane Sands"
<senatorsands@gmail.com>, "Jeff Welborn" <Jeff.Welborn@mtleg.gov>, "Sen.
CARLIE BOLAND" <Carlie.Boland@mtleg.gov>, "Olsen Andrea"
<Andrea.Olsen@mtleg.gov>, "Loge" <denleylogehd14@gmail.com>, "Mark
Sweeney" <mark.Sweeney@mtleg.gov>, "Ross H Fitzgerald" <rhfitz@3rivers.net>
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 3:03:12 PM
Subject: Letter to Legislative Council and Legal Opinion

Transportation Interim Committee members,

Attached are the documents requested during your September meeting related to
your work on HJ 34. If you have questions, let me know.

Thanks,

Sonja

 

 

Sonja Nowakowski

Research Director

Office of Research and Policy Analysis

Legislative Services Division

Room 111C

Phone: 406-444-3078

Cell: 406-781-5131
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