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Senator Tester,

The Transportation Interim Committee is a bipartisan committee of the Montana Legislature. During the
September 11, 2020, meeting, members voted unanimously to urge a long-term extension of the surface
transportation law, in the absence of congressional action to reauthorize the current surface
transportation program. With the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act set to expire on
September 30, 2020, immediate action is needed.

The committee understands that Congress has only a few weeks to extend the nation’s highway and
surface transportation programs and to pass an accompanying appropriation bill. A long-term extension,
preferably one year, would allow the program to continue without disruption while reauthorization efforts
develop. Transportation is vital to Montana'’s traveling public, and to thousands of workers and
businesses across the state delivering important transportation projects. Passage of multiyear surface
transportation legislation that is good for Montana is critical. We ask for your support of the following:

e Enacting a multiyear surface transportation law that recognizes the importance of federal surface
transportation investment in rural states like Montana to the nation. This investment provides
critical connectivity across vast distances, gets agricultural products and natural resources to
national and world markets, and bridges the gap between the nation’s population centers.

e Continued emphasis on apportionment formula funding to states and preserving or increasing
Montana’s share of the program through a distribution approach similar to the FAST Act.

e Streamlining programs and reducing undue regulatory and program burdens so that more of
these scarce dollars can go to infrastructure improvements rather than to process.

e Providing for additional flexibility in the state’s ability to make the best investment decisions for
the state. Narrowly defined and siloed funding programs limit state flexibility.

e Preservation of existing passenger rail service and essential air service in Montana, both vital to
citizens in some of the most rural areas of our state and across our northern tier.

e Ensuring the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund so that the highway (and transit) programs can
continue for multiple years beyond FY 2020 at least at current funding levels plus inflation.

We appreciate your efforts to ensure prompt action on a long-term program extension, solvency of the
Highway Trust Fund, and passage of a multiyear surface transportation bill that protects and adequately
funds transportation investments in rural states. Investing in highway infrastructure turns over many times
in our communities and ensures that Montanans will be put to work on high-paying jobs constructing
infrastructure that benefits our economy for generations to come.

Thank you for the work you do and your consideration of this request.

Chairman Senator Gordy Vance Vice-Chair Senator Diane Sands

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF: SUSAN BYORTH FOX, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR « SONJA NOWAKOWSKI, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF
RESEARCH AND POLICY ANALYSIS « TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE * DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY « JOE KOLMAN, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY OFFICE
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Senator Daines,

The Transportation Interim Committee is a bipartisan committee of the Montana Legislature. During the
September 11, 2020, meeting, members voted unanimously to urge a long-term extension of the surface
transportation law, in the absence of congressional action to reauthorize the current surface
transportation program. With the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act set to expire on
September 30, 2020, immediate action is needed.

The committee understands that Congress has only a few weeks to extend the nation’s highway and
surface transportation programs and to pass an accompanying appropriation bill. A long-term extension,
preferably one year, would allow the program to continue without disruption while reauthorization efforts
develop. Transportation is vital to Montana’s traveling public, and to thousands of workers and
businesses across the state delivering important transportation projects. Passage of multiyear surface
transportation legislation that is good for Montana is critical. We ask for your support of the following:

e Enacting a multiyear surface transportation law that recognizes the importance of federal surface
transportation investment in rural states like Montana to the nation. This investment provides
critical connectivity across vast distances, gets agricultural products and natural resources to
national and world markets, and bridges the gap between the nation’s population centers.

e Continued emphasis on apportionment formula funding to states and preserving or increasing
Montana’s share of the program through a distribution approach similar to the FAST Act.

e Streamlining programs and reducing undue regulatory and program burdens so that more of
these scarce dollars can go to infrastructure improvements rather than to process.

e Providing for additional flexibility in the state’s ability to make the best investment decisions for
the state. Narrowly defined and siloed funding programs limit state flexibility.

e Preservation of existing passenger rail service and essential air service in Montana, both vital to
citizens in some of the most rural areas of our state and across our northern tier.

e Ensuring the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund so that the highway (and transit) programs can
continue for multiple years beyond FY 2020 at least at current funding levels plus inflation.

We appreciate your efforts to ensure prompt action on a long-term program extension, solvency of the
Highway Trust Fund, and passage of a multiyear surface transportation bill that protects and adequately
funds transportation investments in rural states. Investing in highway infrastructure turns over many times
in our communities and ensures that Montanans will be put to work on high-paying jobs constructing
infrastructure that benefits our economy for generations to come.

Thank you for the work you do and your consideration of this request.

Chairman Senator Gordy Vance Vice-Chair Senator Diane Sands

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF: SUSAN BYORTH FOX, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR « SONJA NOWAKOWSKI, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF
RESEARCH AND POLICY ANALYSIS « TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE * DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY « JOE KOLMAN, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY OFFICE
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Congressman Gianforte,

The Transportation Interim Committee is a bipartisan committee of the Montana Legislature. During the
September 11, 2020, meeting, members voted unanimously to urge a long-term extension of the surface
transportation law, in the absence of congressional action to reauthorize the current surface
transportation program. With the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act set to expire on
September 30, 2020, immediate action is needed.

The committee understands that Congress has only a few weeks to extend the nation’s highway and
surface transportation programs and to pass an accompanying appropriation bill. A long-term extension,
preferably one year, would allow the program to continue without disruption while reauthorization efforts
develop. Transportation is vital to Montana'’s traveling public, and to thousands of workers and
businesses across the state delivering important transportation projects. Passage of multiyear surface
transportation legislation that is good for Montana is critical. We ask for your support of the following:

e Enacting a multiyear surface transportation law that recognizes the importance of federal surface
transportation investment in rural states like Montana to the nation. This investment provides
critical connectivity across vast distances, gets agricultural products and natural resources to
national and world markets, and bridges the gap between the nation’s population centers.

e Continued emphasis on apportionment formula funding to states and preserving or increasing
Montana’s share of the program through a distribution approach similar to the FAST Act.

e Streamlining programs and reducing undue regulatory and program burdens so that more of
these scarce dollars can go to infrastructure improvements rather than to process.

¢ Providing for additional flexibility in the state’s ability to make the best investment decisions for
the state. Narrowly defined and siloed funding programs limit state flexibility.

e Preservation of existing passenger rail service and essential air service in Montana, both vital to
citizens in some of the most rural areas of our state and across our northern tier.

e Ensuring the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund so that the highway (and transit) programs can
continue for multiple years beyond FY 2020 at least at current funding levels plus inflation.

We appreciate your efforts to ensure prompt action on a long-term program extension, solvency of the
Highway Trust Fund, and passage of a multiyear surface transportation bill that protects and adequately
funds transportation investments in rural states. Investing in highway infrastructure turns over many times
in our communities and ensures that Montanans will be put to work on high-paying jobs constructing
infrastructure that benefits our economy for generations to come.

Thank you for the work you do and your consideration of this request.

Chairman Senator Gordy Vance Vice-Chair Senator Diane Sands

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF: SUSAN BYORTH FOX, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR « SONJA NOWAKOWSKI, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF
RESEARCH AND POLICY ANALYSIS « TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE * DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
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