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From: M Rooney
To: Moisey Scherer, Sandy; Mohr, Jason
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DEQ Process to Establish Selenium Standard for Lake Koocanusa and Kootenai River
Date: Sunday, October 11, 2020 2:55:19 PM


I support Montana DEQ’s formulation of a Selenium standard for Lake Koocanusa and the Kootenai River, and urge
DEQ to do it as soon as possible. At a maximum, these levels should be set at 0.8 ug/l for Lake Koocanusa and 3.1
ug/l for the Kootenai River below Libby Dam. You cannot wait on BC to protect our waters based on the incredibly
biased pressure placed on them by Teck. There is too much at stake for all the downstream interests that call the
entire Kootenai (Kootenay) headwaters their legacy waters. This includes Canada which also sees the return of
Kootenai waters into the headwaters of the Columbia. But you know all this.


I am 73-years-old, born in Kalispell and raised in Libby, and am now retired after spending 35-years in the
petroleum industry as an engineer and manager for Conoco and British Petroleum, having spent my career in four
countries as well as five locations in the USA. I live in Libby and have recreated and fished the Kootenai waters
since I was 7-yrs-old. I also worked on the construction of Libby Dam in the 70s and lost a thumb to an industrial
accident on the dam before I returned to finish my Degree in Mechanical Engineering Technology at Montana State
University. My wife and I chose to return to Libby in retirement primarily due to the recreational opportunities that
abound in NW Montana. Perhaps my several years post retirement occupation as a fly fishing guide on the Kootenai
River has seasoned my respect for this incredible river. Which makes me want to see a satisfactory solution to all the
work that DEQ have been performing to set the Kootenai River/Lake Koocanusa selenium standards. My
intermittent life on the Kootenai River has produced an awareness that insect levels have shifted simply due to the
significantly reduced nutrient flows caused by the construction of Libby Dam. Increased selenium levels upstream in
the Elk River headwaters has added an insidious, destructive element to the most basic life forms in the river.    


Two of our locally elected officials, specifically Mike Cuffe and Steve Gunderson have requested you delay the
setting of these standards. I personally know Mike Cuffe very well and his greatest fear for setting the standards is
that it could seriously impede or stop the process for approving two mines within the Cabinet Mountains. I know
that Steve Gunderson has also latched onto this reason. Both men need to realize that the selenium issue will never
go away, will get worse, and that if selenium becomes an issue of its own for the two mines within the Cabinets, so
be it. We cannot waste time setting these standards, and all mines must be able to stand on their own merits
regardless the offsetting, supposedly unconnected effects of the establishment of any standards for emissions or
toxic releases from unassociated mining projects near or far away. 


It is in Native Americans’, First Nations’, Montanans’, Idahoans’, Canadians’, and Washingtonians’ best interests
and water legacies that this selenium standard setting be completed as swiftly and legally as possible. 


Thank you for all the professional work all of you have done to this point.


Sincerely, Mike Rooney
169 Kootenai Drive
Libby, Montana
406-293-1947 (personal cell and text)


Sent from my iPad
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