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Alcoholic Beverage Control Division 
Overview 
Department of Revenue Director: Brandon Beatty (Appointed by Governor) 

Division Administrator:   Becky Schlauch 

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Division in the Department of Revenue came under the monitoring duties of the Economic 

Affairs Interim Committee through the passage of House Bill 16 in the 2017 session. Prior the assignment to the Economic 

Affairs Interim Committee for interim monitoring, what was then named the Liquor Control Division came within the 

purview of what was then the Revenue and Transportation Interim Committee, which monitored both the Department of 

Revenue and the Department of Transportation. A reason for the oversight reassignment was because the Economic Affairs 

Interim Committee generally has among its members legislators who have heard alcohol-related bills during their time on 

the Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs or the House Business and Labor standing committees. 

Goals 
The divisions website https://mtrevenue.gov/about/alcohol-

control/ lists its goas as providing "effective and efficient 

administration of the Montana alcoholic beverage code with an 

emphasis on customer service and public safety by applying 

uniform and fair regulations while ensuring an orderly system for 

the convenient distribution and responsible consumption of 

alcoholic beverages." 

 

Duties: Administered Through Licensing or Regulation 
Through two bureaus and an education and training program, the Division: 

• Licenses manufacturers, importers, retailers, and distributors of alcoholic beverages; 

• Collaborates with the Department of Justice and local law enforcement for pre-licensing investigations and for 

investigation of public complaints and other enforcement; 

• Oversees operations of agency liquor stores and distribution through the state liquor warehouse through which 

almost all liquor and fortified wine products must be handled (exceptions are allowed for some locally produced 

goods); and  

• Oversees the training and education under the Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service Act and does outreach for new 

licensees and anyone with questions on alcoholic beverage law. 

   Funding 
   The Alcoholic Beverage Control Division operates as a business, using proprietary   

   funding from fees and taxes assessed under Title 16, MCA. Revenues that exceed the   

   requirements for running the division go either to the general fund or to specific   

   health programs. See below for the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division's biennial FY   

   2023 budget amounts and estimated revenues by source. 

 

 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Division 
Bureau FTE 

actual 
2023 Biennial 
Proprietary Budget 

Licensing Bureau    8           752,494 

Liquor Distribution 
Bureau 

    16         1,652,446 

Operations Bureau   7.75            885,116 

https://mtrevenue.gov/about/alcohol-control/
https://mtrevenue.gov/about/alcohol-control/
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Estimated Revenue by Source FY 2023 
Beer Tax Wine/Hard Cider 

Tax 
Liquor Excise Tax Liquor License Tax Liquor License 

Transfer Revenue 
Liquor Profits 

     4,218,000 
 

     3,819,000      21,323,000      12,529,000        264,000      15,250,000 

Legislative Audits 
The Alcoholic Beverage Control Division is audited with the Department of Revenue's regular audits. The most recent (2020) 

audit of that department did not specify any concerns about ABCD. 

Hot Topics and Areas of Interest to Economic Affairs Interim Committee 
The Economic Affairs Interim Committee has requested an overview of the brewery license transfer process as part of the 

2021-2022 interim. 

Related Legislation Passed in 2021 
HB 157* Allows a brewery or winery to be located adjacent to an on-premises retail license, if the licensees  

  maintain adequate physical separation; allows an applicant for an on-premises alcohol license to  

  have a spouse that has an ownership interest in a manufacturer license. 

HB 226  Allows for curbside pickup for alcoholic beverages in original packaging; provides requirement and  

  hours for curbside pickup sales; provides exceptions for dock sales. 

HB 525  Revises alcohol concession agreements; requires Department of Revenue approval of concession  

  agreements; provides concession agreement criteria. 

HB 705  Revises laws related to alcohol and gambling licenses; suitable premises for licensed retail   

  establishments, resort all-beverages licenses, loans and financing by licensees, concession   

  agreements, bottle clubs, business ownership interests, seating and video gambling machines. 

SB 129  Revises alcohol regulatory enforcement laws to prohibit the Department of Revenue to issue certain  

  citations based on contrived events; allows the Department of Revenue to issue citations based on  

  contrived events only after certain circumstances. 

SB 156  Revises laws for the sale of alcohol . . . by requiring periodic deletion of data and metadata from   

  scans of government or tribal issued identification and prohibiting the misuse of data and metadata  

  from such identification. 

SB 247  Allows schools in the Montana State University system and postsecondary institutions in Montana to  

  contract with a licensed entity to serve alcohol at sporting events held on university property and share in 

  the revenues. 

SB 320  Allows for delivery of certain alcoholic beverages with the delivery of food; provides for an alcohol  

  delivery endorsement; applies delivery requirements to on-premises beer and wine, all-beverages,  

  and restaurant beer and wine licenses. 

* Economic Affairs Interim Committee requested legislation based on 2019-2020 interim committee work  


