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PUBLIC ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY 
2021 INCOME STANDARDS 

BACKGROUND 

Montanans are eligible for various public assistance programs if they meet eligibility standards 
specific to the program, including income limits that are usually set as a percentage of the federal 
poverty level (FPL). The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services updates the poverty 
guidelines annually.  
 
The tables in this document show: 

 the income and resource standards for various public assistance; and 

 the income requirements for various percentages of the federal poverty level. 
  

Medicaid Category Income as % of FPL Allowable Assets 

Parent/Caretaker Relative 24%*  Not Counted 

Aged/Blind/Disabled     Individual: $794/month** 
Couple: $1,191 

Individual: $2,000 
Couple: $3,000 

Expansion Group (ages 19 through 64) 133%* Not Counted 

Children Under 19 Years of Age 143%* Not Counted 

Pregnant Women 157%* Not Counted 

Breast/Cervical Cancer 250% Not Counted 

Workers with Disabilities (Buy-In Program) 
250% 

Individuals: $15,000 
Couple: $30,000  

Other Programs  
Healthy Montana Kids Plan (HMK) 144% to 261%* Not Counted 

SNAP: Categorical Eligibility 
 

TANF Cash Assistance or 
SSI Eligibility 

Not Counted 

SNAP: Expanded Eligibility 200% (Gross Income)*** Not Counted 

TANF 30% of 2011 FPL**** 
(Net Income) 

$3,000 

    * An additional 5% income disregard effectively raises the eligibility standard for this category by 5% from the listed level. 
     ** Income standards for this eligibility group are set at the Social Security Supplemental Income level. 
     *** Expanded eligibility is conferred through receipt of a TANF-funded brochure on community resources. 
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SNAP 001 
Gross and Net Income: Standards/Thrifty Food Plan 

Supersedes:  SNAP 001 (10/01/20) 

References:  7 CFR 273.9(a)(1)(i) and (a)(2)(i), 7 CFR 273.10(e)(4)(ii) 

Overview:  SNAP participation is limited to households with income not exceeding the following gross 
and net monthly income standards. October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021.   

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS FOR EXPANDED 
CATEGORICALLY ELIGIBLE (ECE) HOUSEHOLDS 

(200% of Poverty Level) 

Household Size Gross Monthly Income 
1 $2,128 
2 $2,874 
3 $3,620 
4 $4,368 
5 $5,114 
6 $5,860 
7 $6,608 
8 $7,354 
Each Additional Member + $748 

 

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS 
(130% of Poverty Level) 

Household Size Gross Monthly Income 
1 $1,383 
2 $1,868 
3 $2,353 
4 $2,839 
5 $3,324 
6 $3,809 
7 $4,295 
8 $4,780 
Each Additional Member + $486 

 



GROSS MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS FOR HOUSEHOLDS 
WHERE ELDERLY/DISABLED ARE A SEPARATE HOUSEHOLD 

(165% of Poverty Level) 

Household Size Gross Monthly Income 
1 $1,755 
2 $2,371 
3 $2,987 
4 $3,603 
5 $4,219 
6 $4,835 
7 $5,451 
8 $6,067 
Each Additional Member + $616 

 

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME TEST EXCEPTIONS: 

The gross monthly income test does not apply to households who: 

1. Are categorically eligible because all members are receiving or are authorized to receive TANF 
cash assistance, TANF Post Employment, Tribal TANF, or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
benefits. 

2. Include a member who is disabled or age 60 or older.  An individual is considered elderly the 
month he/she turns 60 years old. NOTE: Households are subject to the 130% GMI test when an 
elderly or disabled member is disqualified for any of the following reasons: 

a. intentional program violation; 

b. fleeing felon or probation/parole violation; 

c. convicted of receiving duplicate benefits; 

d. convicted of trading benefits for weapons, ammunition, explosives, or drugs 

e. convicted of buying or selling benefits of $500 or more; or, 

f. convicted after 08/22/96 of a federal or state felony for possession, use or distribution 
of illegal drugs. 

3. Include a member who is disabled or age 60 or older and do not pass the ECE gross income test. 

Households with income less than the gross monthly income standard (GMI) have their net income 
evaluated according to the net monthly income standard (NMI). 



 NET MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS 
(100% of Poverty Level) 

Household Size Net Monthly Income 
1 $1,064 
2 $1,437 
3 $1,810 
4 $2,184 
5 $2,557 
6 $2,930 
7 $3,304 
8 $3,677 
Each Additional Member + $374 

 

NET MONTHLY INCOME EXCEPTIONS: 

Households are exempt from the net monthly income test if the household is CE/ECE. 

THRIFTY FOOD PLAN 

The monthly allotment is equal to the Thrifty Food Plan for the household’s size reduced by 30 percent 
of the net monthly income. The Thrifty Food Plan is based on 100% of the federal poverty level. 
Minimum SNAP Allotment is $16. 

Maximum SNAP Allotments: 

Household Size Thrifty Food Plan 
1 $204 
2 $374 
3 $535 
4 $680 
5 $807 
6 $969 
7 $1,071 
8 $1,224 
Each Additional Member + $153 

 

Effective Date: October 1, 2020 

 



TANF 001 
Monthly Income Standards 

Supersedes: TANF 001 (7/1/18)  

Reference:  ARM 37.78.420 

Overview:  The tables of standards contain the income and benefit standards used to determine 
financial eligibility for TANF cash assistance.  These standards are based on the number of persons in the 
assistance unit and set the financial eligibility requirement for the filing/assistance unit as a whole. 

The tables of standards also contain the payment standards which are based on the number of persons 
in the assistance unit for the TANF cash assistance program and are a set amount for the Post-
Employment Program. 

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS: (Based on 30% of 2011 FPL) 

Household 
Size 

Gross Monthly Income 
(GMI) 

1 $642 
2 867 
3 1092 
4 1317 
5 1542 
6 1767 
7 1992 
8 2217 
9 2442 

10 2667 
11 2892 
12 3117 
13 3342 
14 3567 
15 3793 
16 4018 
17 4243 
18 4468 
19 4693 
20 4918 

 



BENEFIT STANDARDS: (Based on 30% 2011 FPL) 

Household 
Size 

Benefit Standards 

1 $272 
2 368 
3 463 
4 559 
5 654 
6 750 
7 845 
8 941 
9 1036 

10 1132 
11 1227 
12 1323 
13 1418 
14 1514 
15 1609 
16 1705 
17 1801 
18 1897 
19 1993 
20 2089 

 

PAYMENT STANDARDS: (Based on 35% of 2016 FPL) 

Household 
Size 

Payment Standards 

1 $347 
2 467 
3 588 
4 709 
5 830 
6 950 
7 1071 
8 1193 
9 1314 

10 1435 
11 1557 
12 1678 
13 1799 
14 1921 
15 2042 
16 2136 



Household 
Size 

Payment Standards 

17 2285 
18 2406 
19 2527 
20 2649 

 

NET MONTHLY INCOME STANDARDS: (Based on 30% 2011 FPL) 

Household 
Size 

Net Monthly Income (NMI) 

1 $347 
2 468 
3 590 
4 712 
5 833 
6 955 
7 1077 
8 1198 
9 1320 

10 1442 
11 1563 
12 1685 
13 1807 
14 1928 
15 2050 
16 2172 
17 2294 
18 2416 
19 2538 
20 2660 

 

NON-CASH INCOME GUIDELINES: (Based on 200% 2019 FPL) 

HH size Monthly 
1 $2,082 
2 $2,818 
3 $3,555 
4 $4,292 
5 $5,028 
6 $5,765 
7 $6,502 
8 $7,238 
9 $7,975 
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Select Language  ▼

hcsd / energyassistance / Energy Assistance - Weatherization and LIEAP

ABOUT NEWS AND EVENTS CONTACT

SEARCH DPHHS

I am looking for I am a

LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
 

You may apply for assistance at any time during the year by contacting the energy assistance LIEAP eligibility office 
or tribal LIHEAP office serving your community. Click on "LIEAP eligibility office" to access phone numbers.  

 

If you cannot reach your local LIEAP eligibility office, call Montana's toll-free LIEAP number at 1-833-317-1080.

 

The State of Montana, through the Department of Public Health and Human Services, offers two programs aimed at
helping low-income individuals reduce their heating costs. The Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) pays part
of winter energy bills for eligible people. Most utilities offer LIEAP recipients discounts on their bills. The Weatherization
Program helps participants to improve the heating efficiency of their homes and thus reduce their energy consumption. In
certain circumstances, there is assistance available to help with furnace emergencies.

When & Where to Apply
The Low-Income Energy Assistance (LIEAP) application is available during the heating season, which is October 1 through
April 30 of each year, by contacting local LIEAP eligibility office or tribal LIHEAP office serving your community.

You may apply for weatherization assistance at any time during the year by contacting the energy assistance LIEAP
eligibility office  or tribal LIHEAP office serving your community.

A-Z Index
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View larger map

LIEAP Eligibility Offices

Tribal LIHEAP Offices

Who Is Eligible
Eligibility for weatherization and fuel (energy) assistance is based on your income and resource limits. Both homeowners
and renters may apply for these programs.

If your household receives benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) or the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program, you may qualify automatically for
weatherization or fuel assistance.

Butte

Missoula

Kalispell

Helena

Lewis

Great Falls

Bozeman

Havre

100mi100mi100mi100mi100mi

Search for location+
–

Human Resource Development Councils State of Montana

LIEAP and Weatherization Programs 
2020-2021 Program Year 

Poverty Levels

Number in Household LIEAP and CRF 
Upper Income Limits

Wx Upper Limits 
(Including LIEAP Wx) 
200%

1 $26,616 $26,616
2 $34,805 $34,805
3 $42,995 $43,440
4 $51,184 $52,400
5 $59,373 $61,360
6 $67,563 $70,320
7 $69,098 $79,280
8 $70,634 $88,240
9 $72,900 $97,200
10 $79,620 $106,160
11 $86,340 $115,120
12 $93,060 $124,080
13 $99,780 $133,040
14 $106,500 $142,000
15 $113,220 $150,960

LIEAP Income and Resource Guidelines 
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The upper limit amounts are 60% of the state median income for household sizes one (1) through eight (8). The upper
limit amounts for household sizes nine (9) and greater are 150% of the poverty threshold for the household size. For
households at 150 percent of HHS poverty guidelines with more than 9 members add $6,720 for each additional
member.

Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP)& Weatherization Program 
2020-2021 Program Year 
Resource Limits

Number in Household Non-Business Resources
1 $11,877
2 $17,822
3 $19,011
4 $20,200
5 $21,389
6 $22,578
7 $23,767
8 $23,767
9 $23,767
10 $23,767
11 $23,767
12 $23,767

Households who qualify for LIEAP are also eligible for weatherization and Energy Education.  Discounts on electric
bills may be available.  All approved LIEAP applications are ranked according to degree of need and placed in
"priority groups." Special priority is given to older adults and disabled individuals. If your application is approved but
you're not in a priority group and if you don't receive assistance within a year of your application date please reapply.

An energy auditor will set up a time to visit with you about your home's needs for weatherization materials. The
auditor is trained to determine the most cost-effective weatherization measures for your home. These measures may
include a furnace tune-up, caulking, client education, insulation, weather-stripping, storm windows, replacement of
broken glass, or repair of exterior doors.

Weatherization workers may not be able to install all the materials you need, but they will do the most important
weatherization within the dollar limits allowed. In some cases it may not be cost effective to install any
weatherization measures.

When your home is scheduled for weatherization work, a crew or an independent contractor will come to install the
necessary materials in your home. After the work is completed, you will be asked to sign a statement indicating that
you believe the work was done properly and to your satisfaction.

Additional Weatherization Assistance 

#Bedrooms Natural Gas Electric Propane Fuel Oil Wood Coal
1 $480 $967 $984 $997 $806 $628
2 $698 $1,406 $1,430 $1,449 $1,172 $912
3 $952 $1,915 $1,949 $1,975 $1,597 $1,243
4 $1,309 $2,635 $2,681 $2,717 $2,198 $1,710

LIEAP Benefit Award Matrix (Adjusted 09/01/2020) 
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Single Family Base Benefit

Multi Family Base Benefit

#Bedrooms Natural Gas Electric Propane Fuel Oil Wood Coal
1 $342 $688 $700 $728 $573 $446
2 $499 $1,005 $1,023 $1,065 $837 $651
3 $662 $1,332 $1,356 $1,412 $1,110 $864
4 $739 $1,487 $1,513 $1,575 $1,238 $964

Mobile Home Base Benefit

#Bedrooms Natural Gas Electric Propane Fuel Oil Wood Coal
1 $481 $969 $986 $1,048 $808 $629
2 $725 $1,459 $1,485 $1,578 $1,217 $947
3 $1,064 $2,141 $2,179 $2,315 $1,786 $1,390
4 $1,243 $2,502 $2,546 $2,705 $2,087 $1,624

Income/HDD Multipliers

% of Poverty AEM IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
0-11 1.00 1.08 0.98 0.99 0.93 1.02 1.08 0.90 0.92 1.09
>11-23 0.95 1.02 0.94 0.94 0.89 0.97 1.03 0.86 0.87 1.04
>23-35 0.90 0.97 0.89 0.89 0.84 0.92 0.98 0.81 0.82 0.98
>35-47 0.85 0.92 0.84 0.84 0.79 0.87 0.92 0.77 0.78 0.93
>47-59 0.80 0.86 0.79 0.79 0.75 0.82 0.87 0.72 0.73 0.87
>59-71 0.75 0.81 0.74 0.74 0.70 0.77 0.81 0.68 0.69 0.82
>71-83 0.70 0.75 0.69 0.69 0.65 0.71 0.76 0.63 0.64 0.76
>83-95 0.65 0.70 0.64 0.64 0.61 0.66 0.70 0.59 0.60 0.71
>95-107 0.60 0.65 0.59 0.59 0.56 0.61 0.65 0.54 0.55 0.65
>107-119 0.55 0.59 0.54 0.54 0.51 0.56 0.60 0.50 0.50 0.60
>119-131 0.50 0.54 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.51 0.54 0.45 0.46 0.55
>131-143 0.45 0.48 0.44 0.44 0.42 0.46 0.49 0.41 0.41 0.49
>143 0.40 0.43 0.39 0.39 0.37 0.41 0.43 0.36 0.37 0.44

More Energy Assistance Ideas 

Partnership Links 

Human & Community Services Division
Contact HCSD

Programs & Services
Intergovernmental Human Services Bureau (IHSB)

Energy Assistance-Weatherization & LIEAP

IHSB Policy Manuals
Community Services Block Grant Policy Manual

Emergency Solutions Grant Policy Manual

LIEAP Policy Manual

Weatherization Policy Manual

https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/index
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/contacthcsd
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/energyassistance/index
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/csbgmanual
https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/hcsd/esgpolicymanual.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/hcsd/lieap/LIEAPmanual.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/hcsd/lieap/WeatherizationManual.pdf
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