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AGENDA 
Education Interim Committee 

September 13-14, 2021           Room 317, State Capitol 
 
Note: Agenda times are approximate. Some agenda items may require more or less time than indicated. 
 
Monday, September 13 
 
1:00  Call to order - roll call - review agenda/materials – Sen. McClafferty 
 
1:10  Administrative Rule Review – Laura Sankey Keip, Staff Attorney 
 
1:25  MUS Fall updates – Helen Thigpen, Executive Director of Government Relations & 
  Public Affairs, Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 

 
1:45  OPI/OCHE joint presentation on Career and Technical Education (CTE) Pathways 

• Overview of CTE Pathways – Jacque Treaster, Director of Dual Enrollment and 
CTE, OCHE; Sarah Swanson, Chief of Staff, OPI 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 
• Committee action, if any; direction to staff/next steps 

 
3:00  Break 
 
3:15  Office of Public Instruction (OPI) Fall updates – Superintendent Arntzen and OPI staff 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 

 
4:00  OPI Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) presentation – Susan Court, School Health 
  Coordinator, OPI 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 

 
4:30  DPHHS school masking rule update – Paula Stannard, Chief Legal Counsel, DPHHS 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 
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5:00  Public Comment* on any other topic within the committee's jurisdiction 
 
5:15  Recess until 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 14 
 
Tuesday, September 14 
 
8:30  HJ 47 study of educational programs for the incarcerated 

• Overview of current programs, inmate educational status, participation rates, 
and outcomes – Director Brian Gootkin, Gayle Butler, and Marisa Britton-
Bostick, Montana Department of Corrections 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 
• Committee action, if any; direction to staff/next steps 

 
10:00  Break 
 
10:15  School health benefits panel - Diane Fladmo, MFPE; Andy Holmlund,   
  MSSF/MUST; Lance Melton, MTSBA; Connie Welsh, former director of State of  
  Montana and MUS health plans) 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 
• Committee action, if any; direction to staff/next steps 

 
11:15  Montana Heritage Center update – Molly Kruckenberg, Director, MHS 

• Public comment 
• Committee questions/discussion 

 
11:30  Public Comment* on any other topic within the committee's jurisdiction 
 
11:45  Work plan updates and November Missoula meeting discussion/planning 
 
12:00  Wrap up – EDIC adjourn; lunch provided for committee members 
 
 
1 - 5 p.m. Convene jointly with the Education Interim Budget Committee (see   
  separate agenda) 
 
 

Public Participation in the Committee Meeting 
 

The public may attend the meeting and offer public comment in the Capitol or provide public comment either remotely via Zoom or in writing.  
 
To offer public comment via Zoom during the meeting, please submit the online form for remote participation: 
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/meeting-info/remote-participation-edic/  
People who sign up by 5 p.m. on September 10 will receive a meeting link the evening before the meeting. The committee may be slightly ahead of or 
behind the time scheduled for public comment on the agenda. 
 
Written public comments may be submitted either through the online form for written comment or by mailing the comments to Education Interim 
Committee, PO Box 201706, Helena, MT 59620.  
 
* Public comment provided in person or remotely at a committee meeting is a public record that is recorded, archived, and available on the Internet. 
Public comment submitted in writing at a committee meeting is a public record that will be posted to the legislative Web site as part of the minutes log 
for the committee meeting. 
 
The Montana Legislative Services Division will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate in this public 
meeting. For questions about accessibility or to request accommodations, please contact Lenore Adams at 406-444-4456 or leadams@mt.gov as soon as 
possible before the meeting date. 
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