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December 27, 2021 
 
TO:  Law & Justice Committee 
 
FROM:  Joe McElroy 
  Chief of Staff 
 
RE:  Response from October 28, 2021, Law & Justice Committee Hearing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The Board of Pardons and Parole was delayed in its response to questions asked October 28, 2021.  
I sincerely apologize for the delay. I held the response until now, as there were data issues in 
Offender Management Information System (OMIS) which required programmers within the 
Statical Data Quality Division to address.  After further review, it was discovered some of the data 
was double counted when entering the GLS score due to adding separate notes to the GLS score. 
This reflected inflated data going back to 2017. This has now been addressed and reviewed by the 
Montana Department of Corrections Communication Director for dissemination.  I was also given 
assistance by Statistics and Data Quality Division to ensure responses were adequately explained.   
 
At the request of Senator Weber, I have attached “Statistics by Gender” and, included in this memo 
shows “Parole Success vs. Failure by Year” which indicates recidivism rate as requested by 
Representative Usher.  
 

• “Parole – Other” generally is when either special conditions have been applied or if 
conditions have been removed or modified. It also applies to paroles to Interstate 
Compact.  BOPP staff members are documenting the decision type for the BOPP record. 

• COVID 19 are decisions based on considerations for medical conditions concerning COVID 19. 

• Pursuant to Senator Regier request, I located information on the 2015 Biennial Report which 
shows accreditation cost as $10,100. 

 

 



• On the Appearance Type charts, the right-side axis is the axis for the trend line for totals since 
that is a bigger number than the chart levels represented by the axis on the left.  
 

 
     
• Recidivism – that is the Parole Success vs Failure by Year. A success indicates that the offender 

successfully completed his/her parole term without returning to prison. Failure indicates that 
they returned to prison prior to completing the parole term. “Parole Term” indicates the period 
when the offender was on parole, prior to moving to another status of Released, Probation, etc. 
Years indicate the year that the parole status ended (i.e. returned to prison, moved to 
suspended sentence or discharged supervision). 

 



 

 

 

 

 



BOPP Statistics FY 2015 ‐ 2021



Data Quality Notice

• Last year, a data entry issue resulting from the addition of comments to Board of 
Pardons and Parole hearing files in the Offender Management Information 
System (OMIS), inadvertently inflated the total number of hearings conducted by 
the board. The problem was identified and has been corrected. The information 
provided today is accurate, although it does conflict with data previously 
distributed. We apologize for any inconvenience.



What’s Been Happening at the BOPP?

• BOPP Hired a Chief of Staff (Joseph McElroy)
• Website Updated (recommended by CSG in 2017)

• Victim Services Networking
• Statistical Information
• Organizational Flow Chart 
• Staff 

• Extracted BOPP Hearing Data from MDOC Statistics and Data Quality Unit (Rob Kersch)
• Initiated reaccreditation through the American Correctional Association 

• Accreditation lapsed in June of 2019
• Reestablishing Membership of the Board through Association of Paroling Authorities International in Order To 

Establish Best Practices (organizational membership)
• Formal Meeting with Council of State Government on September 27th, 2021, to Discuss Technical Assistance 

Review and Statistical Information Review
• Formal Meeting with MDOC Legal Department Attorney to Review and Update Outdated Administrated Rules with 

a Targeted Publish Date of November 30th, 2021
• Updating Forms to Establish Consistency through the BOPP and Department of Corrections as a Whole



BOPP Organizational Chart



Releases from Prison to Parole Status
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BOPP Totals – Approved vs. Denied on Initial and Reappearances
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Offenders on Parole by Race for Calendar Years
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Parole Success vs. Failure By Year
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Success Failure

Success is described as completing Parole Term without Returning to Prison.



Parole Success vs Failure by Year and Race
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Approved – Initial and Reappearances



Denied – Initial and Reappearances



Approvals and Denials



Board Statistics by Gender
Fiscal Years 2013 ‐ 2021
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