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Montana invests a significant amount of taxpayer money to advance public safety – over $440 

million for the Department of Corrections, $108 million for its court system, and hundreds of 

millions more for its state and local law enforcement agencies. Public safety is a core function of 

government that should be properly and fully funded but there are steps Montana can take to both 

improve public safety and reduce the fiscal burden on taxpayers. This memo serves as a response 

to a request for data on other state’s data-driven criminal justice efforts by the Law & Justice 

Interim Committee. The examples provided here are only a few examples and we would be more 

than willing to provide other examples upon request.  

Texas 

• Summary of Reforms: Increased substance abuse treatment pre-trial and post-

conviction (2007); Transitional housing for those leaving prison (2007); 

Implemented graduated sanctions for probation and parole (2007); Created 

comprehensive reentry plan for individuals leaving incarceration (2009); Created 

statewide public defense system (2011); Adopted risk assessment for use in 

probation (2013); Expanded ability to seal criminal records (2015; 2017); Expanded 

alternatives to incarceration for inability to pay court debts (2017); Expanded ability 

for police to use citations in lieu of arrest (2019); Provided judges with more 

flexibility to consider an individual’s ability to pay before imposing fines and fees 

(2021).i 

• Important Outcomes:  

o Closed 10 prisonsii  

o Saved $3 billion+iii 

o Violent crime is down 12.5% and property crime has declined 45.5%iv  

Louisiana 

• Summary of 2017 Reforms:  

o (1) Expanded access to alternatives to incarceration, probation, and parole to 

ensure prison space was reserved for those posing the highest risk.  

o (2) Strengthened the state’s probation and parole systems by focusing 

resources on high-risk periods and establishing swift, certain, and graduated 

sanctions for violations of supervision conditions.  

o (3) Eliminated barriers to a second chance by tailoring fines, fees, and 

restitution to ensure they are ultimately paid and expanding access to 

employment opportunities that require a professional license.  

o (4) Reinvested savings from reduced prison populations into evidence-based 

treatment programs and victim support and protection.v 

• Important Outcomes:  

o Reduced incarcerated population by more than 25%.vi 

o Reduced the number of individuals incarcerated in prison (5.3%) and local 

jails (55.8%) for technical violations of probation or parole.vii 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/BA-2021/Section-D/Corrections.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/BA-2021/Section-D/Corrections.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/Session-2021/SubCom-D/Jud-all.pdf
https://budget.mt.gov/_docs/execbudgets/2021_budget/Executive_Budget/Section-D-Final.pdf
https://www.vera.org/publications/what-policing-costs-in-americas-biggest-cities/billings-mt


 

 

o Saved the state $35.3 million during 2018-2020.viii 

o Since 2017, the property crime rate in Louisiana has fallen 14.3% and state’s 

violent crime rate stayed relatively constant until the nationwide spike seen 

during 2020.ix 

Georgia  

• Summary of 2012 and 2017 Reforms:  

o Expanded access to drug and mental health courts to every judicial district.  

o Reduced criminal penalties for burglary, forgery, theft, and drug possession.  

o Reconfigured probation to allow for certain low-risk individuals to shift to 

unsupervised status after two years and shortened probation terms for those 

who are compliant with their terms of supervision.  

o Established swift, certain, and graduated sanctions for violations of probation 

and parole conditions.x  

• Important Outcomes:  

o Jail backlog from prisons declined by 72%.xi 

o Reduced parole revocations to prison by 18%.xii 

o Reinvested $232 million in treatment and reentry.xiii 

o Saved $264 million in taxpayer money.xiv  

o Since 2012, the property crime rate in Georgia has fallen 41% and state’s 

violent crime rate had declined by 14% until the nationwide spike experienced 

during 2020.xv 

Utah 

• Summary of 2015 Reforms:  

o Sentencing reforms that downgraded all first- and second-time drug 

possession convictions from felonies to misdemeanors and 241 misdemeanors 

to citations no longer subject to arrest or jail. 

o Established swift, certain, and graduated sanctions for violations of probation 

and parole conditions and provided term reduction credits for compliance 

with conditions.  

o Developed a system of earned-time credits to promote recidivism-reduction 

programs in state prisons.xvi  

• Note: A recent report was released showing that the state never fully implemented 

the reforms adopted in 2015.xvii 

• Important Outcomes:  

o Total prison population has declined by 7% and those incarcerated for drug 

possession only have declined by 47%.xviii 

o Saved the state $542 million in taxpayer funds.xix 

o Property crime has declined by 18% since 2015.xx Violent crime has stayed 

consistently low in the state until the nationwide spike experienced during 

2020.xxi 
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