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MEETING AGENDA 

As of 3/21/2022 
Meeting #5 – Thursday, March 24, 2022 

Room 102, Capitol Building, Helena 
Please note, all times are approximate. Some agenda items may take more or less time than scheduled. 

 
 
8:30 a.m. Call to Order | Roll Call | Overview of Agenda 
  Senator Janet Ellis, Presiding Officer 
 
8:35 a.m. HJ 8: Interim Study of MT's Public Pension Systems 

• Introduction – Rebecca Power, Research Analyst 
• Panel: Defined Benefit, Defined Contribution, and Hybrid Pension Plans 

o Keith Brainard, Research Director, National Association of State Retirement 
Administrators (NASRA) 

o Dan Doonan, Executive Director, National Institute on Retirement Security (NIRS) 
o Hank Kim, Executive Director & Counsel, National Conference on Public Employee 

Retirement Systems (NCPERS) 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 

 
10:15 a.m. BREAK 
 
10:25 a.m. HJ 8: Interim Study of MT's Public Pension Systems (continued) 

• Panel: Open, Closed, and Layered Amortization Policies 
o Alex Brown, Research Manager, National Association of State Retirement 

Administrators (NASRA) 
o Todd Green, President, Cavanaugh Macdonald Consulting, LLC 

• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on HJ 8 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

 
Noon  LUNCH 
 
1:00 p.m. HJ 8: Interim Study of MT's Public Pension Systems (continued) 

• Introduction – Rebecca Power, Research Analyst 
• Case Study: Montana University System Retirement Program (MUS-RP) 

o Shawn Graham, Executive Director, Teachers' Retirement System (TRS) 
o Amy Berry, Associate Director of Benefits, Office of the Commissioner of Higher 

Education (OCHE/MUS) 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on HJ 8 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

 
2:00 p.m. Update re. Transition from Montana Votes to ElectMT 

• Dana Corson, SOS Elections Director & Stuart Fuller, SOS Elections Manager 
• Rina Moore, Cascade County Clerk & Recorder 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on Transition from Montana Votes to ElectMT 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

  



2:45 p.m. BREAK 
 
2:55 p.m. Eligibility Criteria for Disabled Veteran License Plates 

• Overview – Rebecca Power, Research Analyst & Roger Hagan, American Legion 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on Eligibility Criteria for DV License Plates 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

 
3:15 p.m. Updating the Montana Veterans Long Term Care Needs Study 

• Overview – Roger Hagan, American Legion 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on Updating the Montana Veterans Long Term Care Needs Study 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

 
3:35 p.m. Rule Review 

• Introduction – Ginger Aldrich, Staff Attorney 
• Public Comment* on Rule Review Matters 
• Potential Committee Action & Instructions to Staff 

 
3:40 p.m. MARA Update 

• Nick VanBrown, LFD Analyst & Sam Schaefer, LFD Analyst 
• Committee Questions & Discussion 
• Public Comment* on MARA Update 
• Additional Committee Discussion, Potential Committee Action, & Instructions to Staff 

 
4:00 p.m. Public Comment* on Any Topic under the Committee's Jurisdiction 
 
4:15 p.m. Meeting Wrap Up 

• Next Meeting – Wednesday, May 25 & Thursday, May 26, 2022 
• Additional Instructions to Staff 
• Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
At the times specified on the agenda, the presiding officer will call for public comment from people attending in person and 
via Zoom. The committee may be slightly ahead of or behind the time scheduled for public comment on the agenda. The 
presiding officer may limit the time available for public comment. 
 

In Person: A podium with a microphone is available for your public comment in the meeting room. You are 
welcome to leave written comment for the committee instead of, or in addition to, your spoken comment. Prior 
registration is not required; you will be asked to sign in when you arrive. 
 
Virtually: Please complete the online form for remote participation by p.m. on Wednesday, March 23. You will 
receive an email with the login information by 11:59 p.m. the night before the meeting. 
 
In Writing: You may submit written comments either through the online form for written comment or by mailing the 
comments to Rebecca Power, P.O. Box 201706, Helena, MT 59620. Comments received before 5 p.m. the day 
before the meeting will be given to SAVA members during the meeting. Comments received after that time will be 
sent to the committee members after the meeting. 

 
*Public comment provided in person or remotely at a commission meeting is a public record that is recorded, archived, and 
available on the Internet. Public comment submitted in writing at a commission meeting is a public record that will be posted 
to the legislative website as part of the minutes log for the commission meeting. 
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
The Montana Legislative Services Division will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to 
participate in this public meeting. For questions about accessibility or to request accommodations, please contact Jessica 
James at (406) 444-3267 or jessica.james@mt.gov as soon as possible before the meeting date. 

https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/sava/meeting-info/remote-participation-sava/
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/sava/public-comments-sava/
mailto:jessica.james@mt.gov
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