
2021 - Fall
Drought & Water Supply Update

Water Policy Interim Committee
October 12, 2021

Michael Downey – DNRC, Water Management Bureau 

Powder River near Broadus – August 31, 2021 







Montana in Drought – May 2020 to Present 

Montana Drought 2001 to 2005





Accumulated Precipitation June 1 – Oct 5, 2021

Accumulated Precipitation August 15 – October 5, 2021



Accumulated Precipitation August 28 – October 5, 2021

Accumulated Precipitation August 28 – December 31, 2017



Vegetative Health Index – September 30, 2021



Vegetative Health Index – September 30, 2017











Montana Drought Plan Update - Goals

Collaborate across agencies and institutions to 
create a comprehensive plan that is representative 
of drought management efforts and programs 
statewide.

Identify and develop actionable recommendations 
for new statewide policies, programs, and actions 
to lessen the impacts of future droughts.

Develop a modern, progressive plan that 
improves and formalizes drought monitoring, 
preparedness and response across Montana.

Integrate robust stakeholder input to ensure 
the plan is relevant and informative for the 
public, resource managers and policy makers.



Collect information and data through regional stakeholder meetings and individual 
interviews on:

• drought sensitivity, risk and drought impacts 

• develop state and regional drought response measures and adaptation solutions



Ross Creek, Michael Downey

Questions/Comments? 

Contact Information:
Michael Downey
mdowney2@mt.gov
406-444-9748

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/water/drought-management
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