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STAFF PRESENT:
Griffin Burns, Research Analyst
Maddelyn Black, Secretary

AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
09:31:23 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz called the meeting to order at 9:31 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

DISTRICT COURT EXPENDITURES AND Q & A
09:34:46 Beth McLaughlin, Supreme Court Administrator

EXHIBIT 1

09:37:27 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
EXHIBIT 2

09:38:17 Beth McLaughlin

Task force Questions and Discussion
09:41:09 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz

09:41:18 Nikki Grossberg

09:41:40 Beth McLaughlin

09:44:37 Griffin Burns

09:44:45 Beth McLaughlin

09:56:30 Rep. SJ Howell

09:57:40 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz

Public Comment on District Court Expenditures and Q & A
09:57:48 None

Task force Questions and Discussion Continued
09:58:09 Rep. Jennifer Carlson

09:58:33 Beth McLaughlin

10:02:59 Judge Rienne McElyea
10:03:28 Beth McLaughlin

10:06:21 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
10:09:54 Kelly Driscoll

10:10:21 Beth McLaughlin

10:11:55 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
10:12:10 Beth McLaughlin

10:13:20 Rep. Jennifer Carlson
10:14:08 Beth McLaughlin

10:18:11 Kelly Driscoll


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/DN-Task-Force-July-19-Final-Agenda.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/DN-Task-Force-July-19-Final-Agenda.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/CASA-GAL-Contract-FY23-Expenditures-Final.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/DN-Task-Force-Questions.pdf

10:18:53 Beth McLaughlin
10:20:30 Sen. Ellie Boldman
10:21:09 Beth McLaughlin

10:25:35 Recessed
10:32:28 Reconvened

PANEL DISCUSSION, DISTRICT COURT JUDGES
10:33:07 Judge Rienne McElyea

10:35:51 Judge John Kutzman

10:36:38 Judge Kaydee Snipes Ruiz

10:38:56 Judge Rodney Souza

10:43:49 Judge Leslie Halligan
EXHIBIT 3

10:48:48 Judge Luke Berger

Task Force Questions and Discussion
10:49:32 Judge Rienne McElyea

10:54:35 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
10:57:43 Judge Leslie Halligan

11:02:00 Judge Luke Berger

11:03:52 Judge John Kutzman

11:07:15 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:08:11 Judge Kaydee Snipes Ruiz
11:10:57 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:11:30 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
11:13:56 Judge Rienne McElyea

11:16:51 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:17:04 Judge Rodney Souza

11:22:36 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
11:24:21 Rep. Jennifer Carlson

11:25:42 Judge Leslie Halligan

11:30:35 Judge Rodney Souza

11:33:20 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:33:59 Judge Luke Berger

11:35:28 Judge Kaydee Snipes Ruiz
11:37:50 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
11:40:10 Judge Rodney Souza

11:44:09 Judge John Kutzman

11:46:02 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:48:17 Rep. Jennifer Carlson


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/1.0DC-DN-cases-by-Judge.pdf

11:51:28 Kelly Driscoll

11:53:20 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
11:53:28 Judge Rienne McElyea

11:54:56 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
11:56:02 Judge Kaydee Snipes Ruiz
11:57:01 Judge Leslie Halligan

Public Comment on Panel Discussion, District Court Judges
12:00:37 None

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY MATTER WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THE TASK FORCE NOT
ON THIS AGENDA
12:00:42 None

Directions to Staff
12:01:20 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz

12:01:32 Griffin Burns

EXHIBIT 4
12:02:01 Recessed
12:11:11 Reconvened

WORK SESSION
12:11:07 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz

12:14:21 Judge Rienne McElyea
12:16:32 Kelly Driscoll
12:17:25 Rep. SJ Howell
12:18:14 Kelly Driscoll
12:19:43 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
12:20:15 Rep. Jennifer Carlson
12:20:45 Kelly Driscoll
12:21:40 Jessica Finley
12:25:27 Griffin Burns
12:25:42 Kelly Driscoll
EXHIBIT 5
12:27:06 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
12:27:53 Nikki Grossberg
12:29:12 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
12:30:22 Kelly Driscoll
12:30:31 Nikki Grossberg
12:31:02 Rep. SJ Howell
12:31:33 Kelly Driscoll


file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/Title-41-Suggestions-1-(1).pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Court-System-for-Dependency-and-Neglect-Task-Force/Meetings/2024_July_19/LSD-Main-Color01240820240719162200.pdf

12:33:56
12:36:37
12:37:20
12:37:51
12:39:17
12:39:37
12:40:37
12:42:13
12:45:48
12:46:35
12:47:45
12:50:08
12:52:42
12:56:15
12:58:12
12:58:54
13:02:45
13:04:20
13:05:20
13:06:00
13:08:00
13:08:51
13:09:46
13:14:20
13:15:35
13:15:54
13:17:41
13:19:00
13:19:20
13:21:09
13:21:33
13:22:28
13:23:26
13:25:08
13:25:45
13:27:40
13:29:23
13:30:20

Jessica Finley

Jennifer Owen

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Rep. Jennifer Carlson
Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Nikki Grossberg

Kelly Driscoll

Rep. Jennifer Carlson
Wamnee Ereaux

Jessica Finley

Rep. Jennifer Carlson

Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Kelly Driscoll

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Rep. SJ Howell

Jennifer Owen

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Kelly Driscoll

Rep. Jennifer Carlson
Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Judge Rienne McElyea

Kelly Driscoll

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Judge Rienne McElyea
Jessica Finley

Jessica Owen

Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Judge Rienne McElyea

Kelly Driscoll

Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Kelly Driscoll

Judge Rienne McElyea

Rep. Jennifer Carlson
Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz
Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Griffin Burns



Motion

13:31:24 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz moved forward a bill draft on 5 business days for
prehearing conferences to align with emergency protective services.

13:31:30 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote.
Motion
13:31:40 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz moved forward a bill draft on show cause hearings

on changing 20 days to 21, that is the only change.
13:31:58 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Directions to Staff
13:32:28 Griffin Burns

13:33:05 Presiding Officer Dennis Lenz

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 13:33:42



