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Subject:
House Bill for Medicade ground ambulance

Comment:

Safeguards against mis-use? When services are paid by third party, there become incentive to
mis-use services. EMS personnel can become patients "best friends/only outside contacts" and
get called by lonely patients needing company. EMS gets called to clean litter boxes, do
laundry, and non-EMS activities? EMS gets called for routine doctor appointment travel. I've
seen a propensity for mis-use of EMS services by people who don't PAY for the mis-use. Who
is responsible for protecting the taxpayer from mis-use costs? EMS need to be paid a descent
wage for the skills they possess and the risks they endure. There is no monetary incentive to
undertake the burden of the EMS profession when the lowest paid position at COSTCO is paid
significantly more and has benefits and regular hours and much less responsibility. There is no
reason to become EMS when the profession is not respected or financially rewarded for the
risks and skills required. EMS professionals are regulated, however EMS leadership is free to
operate without strict professional oversight. Funding for equipment and structures needs to be
put in place for all counties. Need professional EMS managers for each county.
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