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Educa�on Interim Commitee Presenta�ons 
January 9, 2024 

 

HB 203: Out-of-District Atendance 

This legisla�on generally revised educa�on laws to enhance educa�onal opportuni�es. This amended 
the �tle of 20-5-320, MCA, to be: Out-of-district attendance by parent or guardian request with no 
extenuating circumstances. In addi�on, this provides limited circumstances under which an out-of-
district atendance applica�on may be denied, as well as requiring the resident district to pay for 
resident children who atend out of district.  

The OPI has:  

• updated the Student Atendance Agreement Form, called Form FP-14,  
• updated school funding formulas to reflect applicable tui�on per- ANB amount as iden�fied in 

the legisla�on, and 
• is preparing dra� guidance documents to be available soon for district trustees and schools. 

 

HB 393:  Special Educa�on Savings Account 

This act establishes a students with special needs savings account (ESA). This act establishes 
requirements for eligibility and allowable expenses, while outlining responsibili�es for parents, school 
districts, and the Superintendent of Public Instruc�on.  

The OPI has:  

• created the funding formula to determine school district remitance amounts per student, 
• researched and reviewed other state educa�on departments that have facilitated a savings 

account program similar to this legisla�on,  
• created the ESA Steering Commitee, a group of 15 parents and community members who will 

meet regularly to provide feedback, insights, and communicate with their communi�es to the 
OPI to support implementa�on, and 

• is in the process of hiring a staff member to oversee the program applica�ons and 
reimbursements. 

 

https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=tkUx_kgpF9o%3d&portalid=182
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HB 408:  Educa�on Tax Credits 

HB 408 increases the tax credit caps available under the Innova�ve Educa�onal Program (IEP) public-
school tax credit and the Student Scholarship Organiza�on (SSO) program for non-public schools. This 
summary is in reference to the IEP public-school tax credit por�on only. School districts that receive tax 
credit dona�ons are to deposit those funds into the school district’s miscellaneous programs fund and 
must spend the donated funds for innova�ve educa�onal programs defined in 15-30-3102, MCA.  

The OPI has:  

• prepared the formulas for the tax credit dona�on maximum limits. 

HB 352 Early Literacy Interven�on  

This bill supports early reading interven�ons for eligible students aged four to entering third grade. It 
also places emphasis on collabora�on between the OPI, the Board of Public Educa�on (BPE), and school 
district trustees.  The bill provides for classroom interven�ons for 4-year olds, a jumpstart program for 
eligible student, and a home-based interven�on program.   

The OPI has: 

• hired two new full-�me Early Literacy Specialists to help schools that are op�ng into the program 
understand the evalua�on methodologies and iden�fying eligible students,  

• created the OPI’s Early Literacy Collabora�ve is a group of ten educators and community 
members who meet monthly to provide feedback for implementa�on, and are 

• dra�ing an RFP for the home-based program 

ESSER Funding Update (pages 2-4) 

• ESSER I is closed.  

• ESSER II has been processed by LEAs and OPI is finalizing our fiscal closeout. 

• ESSER III – Updates posted in Compass ESSER Bulletin including: cash requests cannot be 
embedded in Final Expenditure Reports and ELO summer/afterschool grants open. 

 
Spending snapshot:  
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ESSER II $170M Grant Compliances 
• ARP Plans – Use of Funds 
• Self-Assessment Monitoring  
• Annual Grant Repor�ng 
• Large and/or capitalized expenditures   

 

ESSER Grant Funding Project Outcomes   
• 276 schools represen�ng 839 projects 

o 313 projects Sept 2022 & Sept 2023 
o 95 projects Oct 2023 and Dec 2023 
o 280 Air Quality projects (HVAC, windows, asbestos)  
o 62 Water projects (lead, bathroom, water) 
o 72 Safety projects (cameras, doors, fence) 
o 49 Outdoor Learning Space  
o 24 Communica�on (phone, reader boards) 
o 22 Curriculum 
o 29 Transporta�on  
o 76 Technology Access projects (server, chrome, iPad) 

 

 

Extended/Expanded (ELO) Programs 
Reading & Math  
 
o Partnerships between Schools & Community - Schools, banks, higher educa�on, Cultural & Faith-

Based contribu�ng to facility, staffing, funding, curriculum  
o 56 LEAs represen�ng 39 none schools and 17 schools  
o $3,724,917 used to provide 101 program efforts serving 

11,393 students (Fy21, FY22 and FY23 not fall) 
o 14 hours/week average and 51% qualified as Low Income 
o 73 Math, 8 Reading, and 20 providing both 
o 6034 or 30% of students were in K-5th grade 
o 3300 or 30% of the students were in 6-8th grade  
o 1844 or 15% of the students were in high school 
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