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2023 Legislative Session 
Overview

Biennial Budget
HB 2 - General Appropriation Act

MUS HB2 Budget:  General Fund & State Special 

Biennial Increase
2023 Biennial Budget =$547,080,314
2025 Biennial Budget =$591,313,681

Total Biennial $$ Inc =   $37,833,367
Total Biennial % Inc = 6.9%

Link to HB 2 Funding Chart by Program

State Insurance Holiday (General/Property): 2-year holiday on insurance payments
totaling approximately $19M in savings ($12M in the Ed. Un Current Unrestricted)

Shared Policy Goals: The MUS entered into a Shared Policy Goals agreement with the
Joint Education Appropriations Sub-Committee

HB 13 - State Employee Pay Plan   (link to HB 13 Funding Chart)

MUS Pay Plan Funding (including Ed. Units, CC’s, Agencies, & OCHE) = $32M
Based on 4% or $1.50 per hour whichever is higher, increases applied in July of each year
One-time Payments: $3.3M (distributed in May 2023)
Benefits reserve backfill (HB 424) = $18M

One-Time-Only Funding (OTO)y g ( )
$6.4 million (HB 2) + $6.2M (HB 10) = $12.6M total

Sprint Degrees: funding to support the development of accelerated degree pathways that train 
skilled graduates for high wage, high demands careers.  Total = $2M biennial (restricted OTO)

Seamless Education: funding to support the implementation of a single learning management 
system (LMS) and online course catalog.  Total = $3M biennial (restricted OTO)

12FREE: funding to support the continuation of 6 free dual enrollment credits for all high 
school students.  Total = $1.4M FY25 (restricted OTO)

CyberMontana Cybersecurity Initiative: funding to continue the buildout of cybersecurity 
training and education center at UM. Total = $6.2M biennial (HB 10)

Increase Over Base Year
FY23 = $280,296,842 FY23 = $280,296,842
FY24 = $291,133,886 FY25 = $293,779,795

$ Inc = $13,482,953$ Inc = $10,837,044 
Inc = 3 9% % Inc = 4.8%

Total Increase + OTO = $30,719,997 (+4.3%/yr)
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“Flagship” 4‐year research university
Independent accreditation and budget

4‐year regional/specialty university
Independent accreditation and budget

“Standalone” 2‐year college
Independent accreditation and budget

“Embedded” 2‐year college
Dependent accreditation and budget

= historic vo‐tech centers and statutory 1.5 
mill levy on county ($ to state general fund)

2‐year community college
Independent accreditation and budget

Receives state funding outside MUS “lump”
Supported by various local levies

Governed by locally elected trustees under 
supervision and coordination of the regents

2‐ and 4‐year tribally controlled college
Independent accreditation and budget
Receives state funding only through 

reimbursement for resident nonbeneficiary
students pursuant to 20‐25‐428, MCA

Public Postsecondary Education in Montana:
Structure, Relationship, and Governance
Prepared for the MUS 2‐Year Commission by Pad McCracken,
Legislative Research Analyst, August 2019
Revised to show BVCC, October 2021

“Embedded” 2‐year college
Dependent accreditation and budget
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