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AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
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VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
JOINT MEETING WITH MARA 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
07:59:42 Presiding Officer Jones called the meeting to order at 7:59 AM. The committee 

secretary took roll. (Attachment 3) 
 
COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS AND DUTIES 
08:01:41 Pad McCracken, Lead Staff, LSD 
08:02:09 Lance FourStar joined the meeting. 
08:06:23 Laura Sankey Keip, Staff Attorney, LSD 
08:06:37 Rep. Caffero joined the meeting. 
08:12:51 Josh Poulette, LFD  

EXHIBIT1 
08:18:32 Nick Van Brown, LFD (See Exhibit 1) 
08:22:24 Presiding Officer Jones  
08:26:06 Sen. Esp  
08:27:05 Presiding Officer Jones 
08:27:52 Sen. Pope 
08:28:46 Julia Pattin, LFD 
08:30:53 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION 
08:31:17 Ulcca Hansen, Chief Program Officer 

EXHIBIT2 
08:45:44 Rep. Mercer left the meeting. 
08:45:45 Sen. Esp left the meeting. 
09:16:16 Presiding Officer Jones 
09:19:15 Virgel Hammonds, Chief Learning Officer  

EXHIBIT3 
09:27:56 Sen. Esp joined the meeting. 
09:28:30 Rep. Seekins-Crowe left the meeting. 
09:38:03 Rep. Mercer joined the meeting. 
09:38:11 Rep. Seekins-Crowe joined the meeting. 
09:38:55 Sen. Fuller left the meeting. 
09:40:33 Presiding Officer Salomon left the meeting. 
09:42:10 Sen. Emrich left the meeting.  
09:45:00 Sen. Emrich joined the meeting. 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
09:51:02 Presiding Officer Jones to Virgel Hammonds 
09:53:38 Sen. Fuller joined the meeting. 
09:54:23 Kendall Cotton to Ulcca Hansen 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.4-MARA-Committee-presentation.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.1-Montana-Legislative-Learning-Session.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/Visitors-Log-1-10.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/MARA-Roll-Call.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/MARA-Kick-Off-the-Interim-Presentation.pdf
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10:00:08 Rep. Bedey 
10:06:54 Presiding Officer Jones 
10:07:05 Rep. Hamilton 
10:07:45 Presiding Officer Salomon joined the meeting. 
10:08:11 Rep. Seekins-Crowe left the meeting. 
10:11:02 Rep. Hamilton 
10:17:51 Sen. Pope 
10:21:29 Presiding Officer Jones 
10:26:21 Sen. Emrich 
10:35:26 Rep. Hamilton left the meeting. 
10:36:13 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
REFLECTIONS ON VISIT TO BISHOP CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL 
10:37:31 Presiding Officer Jones 
10:38:42 Julia Pattin, LFD 
10:39:10 Rep. Hamilton joined the meeting. 
10:40:53 Rep. Bedey 
10:46:33 Rep. Seekins-Crowe 
10:50:24 Presiding Officer Jones 
10:50:53 Rep. Reksten 
10:55:34 Rep. Romano 
10:57:17 Laura Sankey Keip 
10:58:01 Pad McCracken 
11:00:36 Presiding Officer Salomon 
11:01:49 Rep. Keogh 
11:05:11 Rep. Vinton 
11:06:10 Presiding Officer Jones 
11:10:24 Sen. Pope 
11:10:36 Presiding Officer Jones 
11:12:00          Sen. Fuller 
11:12:21          Rep. Mercer left the meeting. 
11:12:34          Presiding Officer Jones 
11:14:08 Heather O'Loughlin 
11:16:15 Presiding Officer Jones 
11:16:31 Ulcca Hansen 
11:16:42 Rep. Mercer joined the meeting. 

 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION 
11:20:52 Jason Neiffer, Montana Digital Academy, (MTDA)  

EXHIBIT4 
11:50:00 Mike Agostinelli, MTDA (See Exhibit 4) 
12:00:43 Caitlin Byers, MTDA (See Exhibit 4) 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.7-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Implications-for-Education-MARA-Committee.pdf
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12:11:02 Jason Neiffer  
EXHIBIT5 
 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
12:16:47 Presiding Officer Jones 
12:17:36 Rep. Bedey 
12:23:16 Kendall Cotton 
12:25:28 Rep. Hamilton left the meeting. 
12:27:31 Presiding Officer Jones 
12:29:34 Sen. Fuller 
12:27:23 Presiding Officer Jones  
12:32:39 Rep. Mercer 
12:33:45 Rep. Bedey 
12:34:40 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
RECESS 
12:36:24 Reconvened at 13:01:22 
  
FOR THIS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS: USING EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DATA 
TO BETTER SERVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 
13:01:41 Pad McCracken 
13:02:19 Paige Kowalski, Data Quality Campaign  

EXHIBIT6 
13:05:44 Baron Rodriguez, Data Integration Support Center, (DISC) 
13:07:42 Sean Cottrell, DISC 
13:19:50 Rep. Seekins-Crowe joined the meeting. 
13:30:33 Sen. Fuller left the meeting 
13:31:27 Sen. Emrich left the meeting. 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
13:37:30 Presiding Officer Jones 
13:41:53 Sen. Emrich joined the meeting. 

 
FOR THIS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS: USING EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DATA 
TO BETTER SERVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES- CONT’D 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
13:42:27 Rep. Reksten 
13:42:37 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
FOR THIS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS: USING EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DATA 
TO BETTER SERVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES-CONT’D 
13:43:06 Baron Rodriguez (See Exhibit 6) 
14:02:21 Sean Cottrell 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/2025-Biennium/MARA/Play-With-AI-Brief-for-Legislators-MARA-Jan2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.8-Data-Governance-Best-Practices.pdf
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14:30:17 Rep. Hamilton 
14:39:28 Rep. Bedey 

 
HB949 
14:41:35 Pad McCracken 
14:46:26 Rep. Bedey 
14:51:46 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
14:56:10 Rep. Hamilton 
15:00:00 Rep. Seekins-Crowe 
15:00:01 Sen. Esp left the meeting. 
15:01:06 Rep. Hamilton left the meeting. 
15:06:40 Sen. Pope left the meeting. 
15:13:20 Presiding Officer Jones left the meeting. 

 
SCHOOL FUNDING: THE DECENNIAL STUDY AND DATA HAVES, WANTS, NEEDS 
15:13:30 Pad McCracken  

EXHIBIT7 
 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:27:10 Rep. Hamilton 

 
SCHOOL FUNDING: THE DECENNIAL STUDY AND DATA HAVES, WANTS, NEEDS- 
CONT’D 
15:28:33 Mike Griffith, Senior Policy Analyst, Learning Policy Institute  

EXHIBIT 
15:46:23 Julia Pattin 

EXHIBIT9 
 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:59:36 Rep. Hamilton 
16:01:14 Rep. Bedey 
16:01:21 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:03:03 Rep. Bedey 
16:04:33 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:05:44 Rep. Bedey 
16:06:43 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:08:40 Rep. Seekins-Crowe 
16:09:22 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:11:45 Rep. Reksten 
16:12:10 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:14:42 Rep. Bedey 
16:15:46 Rep. Seekins-Crowe 
16:16:15 Rep. Vinton 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.2-decennial-study-basics.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/2.5-Montana-Jan-2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/2025-Biennium/MARA/Property-Tax-Model-MARA-Jan2024.pdf
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16:17:02 Rep. Seekins-Crowe left the meeting. 
16:18:14 Rep. Bedey 
16:20:01 Rep. Vinton 
16:20:35 Presiding Officer Jones 
16:22:55 Rep. Bedey change time stamp 
16:23:08 Presiding Officer Salomon 
16:23:27 Presiding Officer Jones 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANYTHING WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 
16:24:04 NONE 

 
WORK SESSION 
16:24:10 Amy Carlson, Director, LFD  

EXHIBIT10  
EXHIBIT11 
 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
16:30:27 Rep. Bedey 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
16:33:59         Presiding Officer Salomon adjourned the meeting.  
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/EXHIBIT-10.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Education/Meetings/January-2024/EXHIBIT-11.pdf



