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AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 
VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
09:01:51 Presiding Officer Christopher Pope, called the meeting to order at 9:01 AM. The 

committee secretary took roll. 
 
HJ 6: POWER RESERVE STUDY 
09:05:29 Trevor Graff 
09:06:23 Doug Hardy, Montana Central Electric Cooperatives Association 
09:16:45 Mark Lambrecht, Director, Governors Affairs, Montana Electric Cooperatives 

Association (MECA) 
09:21:44 Mike Cashell, NorthWestern Energy 
09:29:12 Thor Nelson, Montana Large Customer Group (LCG) 

 
Public Comment   
09:43:00 Diego Rivas, Northwest Energy Coalition 
09:49:59 Nick Fitzmaurice, Montana Environmental Information Center (MEIC) 
09:52:56 Kyle Unruh, Renewable Northwest 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion  
09:55:01 Sen. Zolnikov 
09:56:38 Thor Nelson, LCG 
09:59:30 Sen. Zolnikov 
09:59:57 Mike Cashell 
10:03:09 Sen. Zolnikov 
10:04:06 Mike Cashell 
10:05:18 Rep. Galloway 
10:06:30 Sen. Usher 
10:08:14 Mark Lambrecht, MECA 
10:10:48 Sen usher EDIT 
10:15:33 Diego Rivas 
10:17:30 Kyle Unruh 
10:18:15 Nick Fitzmaurice, MEIC 
10:18:43 Sen. Usher 
10:19:03 Sen. Molnar 
10:29:04 Mike Cashell 
10:30:27 Sen. Molnar 
10:30:46 Thor Nelson 
10:31:55 Rep. Bishop 

file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/Draft_Jan_18_Agenda.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/ETIC_Visitor_Log_011824.pdf
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10:33:13 Thor Nelson 
10:36:17 Rep. Bishop 
10:38:40 Mike Cashell 
10:39:38 Rep. Parry 
10:42:36 Mike Cashell 
10:42:09 Rep. Parry  
10:44:57 Thor Nelson 
10:47:20 Rep. Parry 
10:47:30 Mike Cashell 
10:49:59 Rep. Galloway 
10:50:51 Thor Nelson 
10:53:01 Rep. Galloway 
10:53:32 Doug Hardy 
10:57:11 Rep. Bishop 
10:58:00 Mike Cashell 
11:01:17 Sen. Usher 
11:01:40 Chris Puyear, NorthWestern Energy 
11:04:37 Rep. Bishop 
11:05:07 Chris Puyear 
11:05:30 Sen. Molnar 
11:06:41 Mike Cashell 
11:07:08 Presiding Officer Pope  

 
Recess  
11:08:10 
 

 

Reconvened  
11:17:27  

 
ENERGY REGIONALIZATION: MONTANA TRANSMISSION 
11:18:18 Trevor Graff 
11:19:01 Mike Cashell, NorthWestern Energy 

 
Public Comment  
None 
 

 

Committee Questions, Discussion  
11:45:55 Rep. Galloway 
11:46:14 Mike Cashell 
11:46:41 Sen. Molnar 
11:48:58 Mike Cashell 
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11:50:43 Rep. Parry 
11:53:10 Mike Cashell 
11:53:56 Rep. Parry 
11:54:25 Presiding Officer Pope 
11:54:52 Mike Cashell 
11:57:09 Presiding Officer Pope 
11:57:59 Diego Rivas, Northwest Energy Coalition 
11:59:00 Presiding Officer Pope 

 
MONTANA RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE 
11:59:24 Trevor Graff 
11:59:56 Jim Hogan, Puget Sound Energy 

 
Public Comment 
None 
 

 

Committee Questions, Discussion  
12:06:34 Presiding Officer Pope 
12:10:07 Jim Hogan 
12:10:55 Rep. Bishop 
12:11:12 Jim Hogan 
12:12:35 Sen. Usher 
12:13:43 Jim Hogan 

 
Recess for Lunch  
12:15:30 
 
Reconvened 
13:19:14 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC) OVERVIEW 
13:19:53 Trevor Graff 
13:20:02 James Brown, President, PSC 
13:21:40 David Sanders, Executive Director, PSC 
13:22:15 James Brown 

EXHIBIT1 
EXHIBIT2 
EXHIBIT3 
EXHIBT4 
EXHIBIT5 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION PIPELINE SAFETY OVERVIEW  
13:30:01 Joel Tierney, PSC 

https://psc.mt.gov/_docs/Leg/Leg2023/2023-MT-PSC-Annual-Report1.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/doc01410120240113122413.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/doc01410220240113122623.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PSC_Status_of_Dockets%201-2024.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PSC_Status_of_Litigation_1-2024.pdf
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EXHIBIT6 
 

Public Comment  
13:44:53 Anne Hedges, MEIC 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion  
13:46:35 Rep. Parry 
13:46:52 Joel Tierney 
13:47:29 James Brown 
13:49:33 Presiding Officer Pope 

 
PUBLIC SERVICES COMMISION UPDATES  
13:50:06 James Brown 
13:53:19 Tony O'Donnell, Commissioner, PSC 

EXHIBIT7 
 

Public Comment  
14:16:15 Diego Rivas, Northwest Energy Coalition 
14:19:12 Mark Lambrecht, Director, Governors Affairs, Montana Electric Cooperatives 

Association 
14:21:20 Tony O'Donell 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion  
14:21:41 Rep. Galloway 
14:22:15 Mark Lambrecht 
14:24:57 Rep. Galloway 
14:25:37 James Brown 
14:28:53 Rep. Galloway 
14:29:15 James Brown 
14:31:15 Presiding Officer Pope 
14:32:00 James Brown 
14:35:12 Sen. Molnar 

 
Recessed  
14:37:31 
 

 

Reconvened  
14:45:39 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC) PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS 
14:46:02 James Brown, President, PSC 

 
14:47:25 Dan Sherwood, Railroad Program Manager, PSC 

EXHIBIT8 

file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PSC_Pipeline_Annual_Summary.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PSC_2024_Railroad_Presentation.pdf
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Public Comment 
None 
 

 

Committee Questions, Discussion  
15:02:38 Rep. Galloway 
15:03:08 Dan Sherwood 
15:04:14 Rep. Parry 
15:05:03 Dan Sherwood 
15:06:23 Rep. Bishop 
15:09:16 Dan Sherwood 

 
RAILWAY INSPECTION DRAFT LANGUAGE 
15:10:07 James Brown, PSC  

EXHIBT9 
 

15:20:40 Trevor Graff 
EXHIBIT10 
 

15:21:34 Sen. Usher 
15:21:57 Trevor Graff 
15:27:41 Presiding Officer Pope 
15:27:51 James Brown 
15:28:56 Rep. Bishop 
15:29:58 Will Rosquist, Regulatory Division Administrator, PSC 
15:31:02 Rep. Bishop 
15:31:55 James Brown 
15:33:41 Rep. Parry 
15:34:13 Trevor Graff 
15:35:55 Sen. Usher 
15:37:07 Trevor Graff 
15:37:54 Sen. Molnar 
15:38:14 Sen. Usher 
15:38:37 Sen. Molnar 
15:39:10 Trevor Graff 
15:40:01 Sen. Molnar 
15:40:40 Trevor Graff 
15:42:31 Sen. Zolnikov 
15:44:07 Rep. Bishop 
15:45:35 James Brown 
15:46:47 Rep. Galloway 
15:47:33 Rep. Parry 

file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PSC_commissioner_Brown_exhibit.pdf
file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/PD0010_TG.pdf
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Motion  
15:48:09 Sen. Usher made a motion to move forward with the draft language of the bill 

with the diverting funds. 
 

Vote: 
15:48:09 Carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Committee Questions, Discussion  

15:50:22 Rep. Galloway 
15:50:44 James Brown 
15:51:24 Sen. Zolnikov 

 
GRIDLAB/ENERGY STRATEGIES MONTANA RESOURCE ADEQUACY STUDY 
15:53:23 Trevor Graff 
15:54:59 Priya Sreedharan, GridLab 

EXHIBIT11 
 

16:01:07 Alex Palomino, GridLab 
16:02:33 Sen. Usher left. 

 
Public Comment   
16:24:34 Bruce Spencer, Montana Energy Business Alliance 
16:25:56 Makenna Sellers, Executive Director, Montana Renewable Energy Association 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion  
16:27:30 Rep. Parry 
16:28:05 Rep. Bishop 
16:28:50 Rep. Parry 
16:29:53 Presiding Officer Pope 
16:30:23 Priya Sreedharan 
16:33:08 Rep. Galloway 
16:34:08 Alex Palamino 
16:35:48 Priya Sreedharan 
16:36:27 Rep. Galloway 
16:37:55 Priya Sreedharan 
16:40:04 Presiding Officer Pope 
16:40:58 Priya Sreedharan 

 
Administrative Rule Review 
16:42:52 Jameson Walker 

 
Other Business/Instructions to Staff 

file://WEBDATAPROD/webcontent/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Jan-18-2024/GridLab_Montana_RA_study_Dec%202023.pdf
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16:43:32 Trevor Graff 
16:47:05 Presiding Officer Pope 
16:48:34 Rep. Galloway 
16:50:43 Sen. Molnar 
16:52:53 Presiding Officer Pope 
16:53:16 Rep. Bishop 
16:55:06 Rep. Parry 
16:55:46 Rep. Galloway 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjournment: 16:57:36  
 


