
Conservation 
District & 
Smurfit Berms

November  2023



MCA § 75-7-102(2): It is the policy of the state of 
Montana that its natural rivers and streams and 
the lands and property immediately adjacent to 
them within the state are to be protected and 
preserved to be available in their natural or existing 
state and to prohibit unauthorized projects, and in 
so doing, to keep soil erosion and sedimentation to 
a minimum, except as may be necessary and 
appropriate after due consideration of all factors 
involved. Further, it is the policy of this state to 
recognize the needs of irrigation and agricultural 
use of rivers and streams of the state of Montana 
and to protect the use of water for any useful or 
beneficial purpose as guaranteed by The 
Constitution of the State of Montana. 
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Boil or “volcano” in Pond 13A May 17, 2018











November 7, 2022 Letter

The berms may be maintained while 
different remedies are debated and 
the site continues through the 
Superfund process – the final remedy 
and the Record of Decision, however, 
cannot include the maintenance and 
upkeep of the berm in perpetuity. 



Questions?
Tim Hall, Chair

Missoula Conservation District


	Conservation District & Smurfit Berms�
	MCA § 75-7-102(2): It is the policy of the state of Montana that its natural rivers and streams and the lands and property immediately adjacent to them within the state are to be protected and preserved to be available in their natural or existing state and to prohibit unauthorized projects, and in so doing, to keep soil erosion and sedimentation to a minimum, except as may be necessary and appropriate after due consideration of all factors involved. Further, it is the policy of this state to recognize the needs of irrigation and agricultural use of rivers and streams of the state of Montana and to protect the use of water for any useful or beneficial purpose as guaranteed by The Constitution of the State of Montana. �
	Slide Number 3
	CF09 - Smurfit Stone
	1950s Channels Behind Berms
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	November 7, 2022 Letter
	Questions?

