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MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Joe Carroll, Attorney 
Jason Mohr, Research Analyst 
Jolanda Songer, Secretary 
 
AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 
VISITORS LIST  
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
09:03:56 Presiding Officer Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. The 

committee secretary took roll. 
 
MEETING OVERVIEW 
09:05:38 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst 
 
LETTER TO CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION IN SUPPORT OF DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECT FOR RECOVERY OF RARE EARTH ELEMENTS AND CRITICAL MINERALS AT 
BERKELEY PIT 
09:08:52 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

EXHIBIT 1 
 
Public Comment 
09:08:52 Jon Sonju, Montana Mining Association 

 
Motion 
09:09:30 Rep. Fielder moved to accept the letter to the Congressional Delegation as 

written. 
 

Discussion on the Motion 
09:09:42 Vice Presiding Officer Curdy requested to have the vote count added to the 

letters. 
 
Vote  
09:10:25 The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

LETTER TO EPA REQUESTING PAUSE IN FINAL REMEDIATION PLAN FOR CFAC 
09:11:10 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

EXHIBIT 2 
 
Public Comment 
09:11:28 Phil Matson, Coalition for a Clean CFAC 
09:14:15 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/agenda-EQC-April2024-draft.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/Letter-Congress-BerkeleyPit-DRAFT.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/Letter-EPA-pause-CFAC-DRAFT.pdf
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Committee Questions, Discussion, Action 
09:14:45 Vice Presiding Officer Curdy 
09:15:35 Presiding Officer Gunderson directed a question to Phil Matson. 
9:17:34 Presiding Officer Gunderson directed staff to amend the letter. 

 
 

Motion 
09:17:54 Vice Presiding Officer Curdy moved to accept the letter to EPA. 

 
Vote  
09:18:00 The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
LETTER TO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM (EPA) SUPPORTING 
APPLICATION OF COALITION FOR A CLEAN CFAC 
09:18:25 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

EXHIBIT 3 
 
Public Comment 
09:18:45 Phil Matson 

 
Motion  
09:20:36 Vice Presiding Officer Curdy moved to accept the letter to the Technical 

Assistance Grant Program as written. 
 

Vote  

09:20:44 The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

LETTER TO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OBJECTING TO NEW REDEFINING 
OLD-GROWTH FORESTS WITHIN NATIONAL FOREST PLANS 
09:21:20 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

EXHIBIT 4 
 
Public Comment 
09:21:30 None 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion, Action 
09:21:50 Sen. Flowers requested a briefing by the US Forest Service. 
09:23:10 Rep. Fielder suggested an amendment to the letter. 
09:24:44 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

 
Motion 
09:26:26 Presiding Officer Gunderson moved to vote on the letter after the briefing by the 

US Forest Service. 
  
Vote 
09:26:35 The motion carried by voice vote, 13 – 1, with Rep. Fielder voting ‘no’. 
  

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/Letter-Coalition-TAG-grant-DRAFT.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/Letter-USDA-Old-Growth-DRAFT.pdf
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Committee Questions, Discussion, Action 
09:27:24 Rep. Fielder  
09:28:35 Rep. Hinkle 
09:29:02 Presiding Officer Gunderson directed staff to obtain a date for the US Forest 

Service briefing. 
09:29:24 Rep. Hinkle 
09:30:20 Presiding Officer Gunderson directed staff to update letter with Rep. Hinkle’s 

suggestion. 
 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW 
09:30:40 Joe Carroll, Legal Staff 

EXHIBIT 5 
 

Public Comment 
09:45:17 None 

 
Committee Questions, Discussion, Action 
09:45:31 Rep. Hinkle 
09:49:22 Sen. Flowers 
09:52:05 Mike Freeman 
09:56:32 Presiding Officer Gunderson 

 
Motion  
09:58:00 Presiding Officer Gunderson moved to review rules monthly without objection. 

 
Vote 
09:58:05 

 
The motion carried unanimously without objection. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ISSUES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF EQC 
09:58:29 None 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
09:58:48 Presiding Officer Gunderson 
09:59:15 Jason Mohr 
10:00:34 Presiding Officer Gunderson 
10:00:49 Rep. Hinkle 
10:01:47 Sen. Flowers 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
10:02:48 Presiding Officer Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 10:02 a.m. 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Environmental-Quality-Council/EQC_Meetings/2024-April_10/EQC-rule-review-4.4.24-LSO.pdf

