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Executive Order No. 15-71 made the Governor's
Crime Control Commission responsible for establish-
ing peace officer standards and training.

Executive Order No. 2-82 abolished and recreated
the Peace Officer Standards and Training Advisory
Council (POST), appointed members, and officially
placed it under the Board of Crime Control.

SB 273 established the “Public Safety Officers Stand-
ards & Training Council.” POST was administratively
attached to the Department of Justice (DOJ) but

could hire its own staff and oversee its own business.

HB 684 removed POST's administrative attachment
to the DOJ, making it a bureau within DOJ. The bill

contained a sunset of June 2021.

HB 693 extended the sunset to 2023, maintaining
POST's status as a bureau of the DOJ.

HB 28 removed the duty of the Board of Crime Con-
trol to hear POST decision appeals, making district
court the next level of appeal.

The termination dates established in 2019 and 2021
went into effect, and POST again became adminis-
tratively attached to DOJ.


https://courts.mt.gov/external/eo/02-82.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/eo/15-71.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20071&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=273&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20191&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=684&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=693&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=28&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=

BACKGROUND

The Public Safety Officers Standards and Training (POST) Council was established in Title 44
Chapter 4, Part 4, MCA during the 2007 regular session.

44-4-403. Council duties -- determinations -- appeals. (1) The council shall:
(a) establish basic and advanced qualification and training standards for employment;
(b) conduct and approve training; and

(c) provide for the certification or recertification of public safety officers and for the
suspension or revocation of certification of public safety officers.

Since its inception, the Post Council’s location within state government has changed numerous times.
Prior to 2007. POST existed as an advisory council under the Montana Board of Crime Control
( MBCC). As an advisory council, all POST actions were subject to review by MBCC.

SB 273 established the POST Council in statute as a quasi-judicial board. It made POST an
administratively attached entity to the Department of Justice (DO)), but gave the POST Council
authority to hire its own staff and conduct its own business operations. The bill also allowed for POST
decisions on revoking certifications to be appealed to MBCC. POST was provided 1 FTE to fulfill its
duties. Proponents of the bill cited the importance of the POST council’s duties and the need for
autonomy.

HB 684 came out of the Section D budget committee and sought to move the POST Council under
DOJ as a bureau. POST's duties and quasi-judicial status were unchanged, but the council’s growing
FTE request would be provided by DOJ using existing resources. Opponents of the bill were
concerned about public perception and potential conflicts of interest that may be created by placing
POST staff directly under an agency that also employs public safety officers. An amendment was
added to allow the council to hire the POST bureau chief, but the bill ultimately passed without this
provision. The final bill was set to terminate in 2021.

The termination date was extended to 2023, and the duty for MBCC to review appeals was removed.

HB 697 established a reporting requirement and required LJIC to conduct an interim study. The bill
went through several iterations, with the first draft placing POST under MBCC, and a second draft
repealing the termination date established in 2021 to keep POST as a bureau under DO). The final
draft of the bill simply allowed the termination date to go into effect, again making the POST
Council administratively attached to DO)J.

Proponents of the bill as first introduced cited the need for POST to be independent and
autonomous, while opponents reported improvements in the consistency and transparency of POST's
actions since becoming a bureau of DOJ.


https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0440/chapter_0040/part_0040/sections_index.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0440/chapter_0040/part_0040/sections_index.html
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20071&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=273&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0010/section_0240/0020-0150-0010-0240.html#:~:text=Members%20who%20are%20full%2Dtime,their%20leave%2C%20but%20those%20members
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0010/section_0210/0020-0150-0010-0210.html
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20191&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=684&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20231&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=697&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=

