
PO BOX 201706 
Helena, MT 59620-1706 

(406) 444-3064 
FAX (406) 444-3036 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE 
68th Montana Legislature 

 
 
 

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF 
Mary Ann Dunwell 
Russel (Russ) Tempel 
Jeremy Trebas 
Terry Vermeire 
 

Larry Brewster 
Tom France 
Steve Gist 
Greg Oblander 
 

Toni Henneman - Research Analyst 
Julie Johnson - Attorney 
Daniel Rosenberg - Secretary 
 

 

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF: JERRY HOWE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • ANGUS MACIVER, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE 
AUDIT DIVISION • AMY CARLSON, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE FISCAL DIVISION • TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE • 
DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES • RACHEL WEISS, RESEARCH DIRECTOR • ANGIE CARTER, 
FINANCIAL SERVICES MANAGER 

MINUTES LOG 
May 22, 2024 

Capitol Room & Zoom 137 
Helena, Montana 

 
Please note: This document is a Minutes Log and provides annotation of the time elapsed between the beginning of 
the meeting and the time at which the item was presented or discussed, a motion was made, or a vote was taken.  
The narrative presented here is provided only as a guide to the audio or video recording of the meeting.  The official 
discussion, motion, or vote is available on the audio or video archive of this meeting.  The Legislature does not 
prepare a transcript of the meeting activities.  The time designation may be used to locate the referenced discussion 
on the audio or video recording of this meeting.  
 
Access to an electronic copy of these minutes and the audio or video recording is provided from the Legislative 
Branch home page at https://leg.mt.gov. From the home page, select the “Committees” drop down menu at the top, 
then select Administrative or Interim, and the appropriate committee. The written minutes log can be located by 
expanding the accordion menu for the date of the meeting. Links to the audio/video files can be located by selecting 
the Video/Audio button on the same page, then the “past/current recordings” button. From there, use the calendar to 
select the date of the meeting you wish to view/listen to. The written Minutes Log, along with links to the audio and 
video recordings, is listed by meeting date on the interim committee’s web page. Each of the Exhibits is linked and 
can be viewed by clicking on the Exhibit of interest. All Exhibits are public information and may be printed.  
Please contact the Legislative Services Division at 406-444-3064 for more information. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Rep. Larry Brewster, Presiding Officer (R) 
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VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
08:59:18 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster called the meeting to order at 8:59 AM. The 

committee secretary took roll. 
 
MEETING OVERVIEW 
09:00:32 Toni Henneman, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD) 
 
LITIGATION UPDATE 
MAID v Montana 
09:02:39 Julie Johnson, Staff Attorney, LSD 

EXHIBIT 1 
 
Public Comment 
09:06:10 None 
09:06:32 Rep. France joined the meeting. 
 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYSTEMS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS (HOUSE BILL 872 
COMMISSION) 
09:06:42 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 2 
EXHIBIT 3 
EXHIBIT 4 

 
Update On Commission Work Related to Homelessness 
09:07:39 Rep. Dave Fern, HD 5 
09:08:33 Rep. Bob Keenan, HD 10 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
09:21:19 Rep. Steve Gist 
09:21:47 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:22:37 Rep. Dave Fern 
09:27:24 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:29:29 Rep. Steve Gist 
09:29:45 Rep. Greg Oblander 
09:30:42 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:33:57 Rep. Dave Fern 
09:37:53 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:42:20 Rep. Tom France 
09:43:53 Rep. Dave Fern 
09:44:53 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:46:33 Rep. Tom France 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/LGIC_Visitors_Log_052224.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/01.010-Litigation_Update_May_2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/02.000-BHSFG_Initiative_FairMarketRentReevaluationStudy.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/02.010-HB872Comm_ProposedRecommendationsReport-4-23-2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/02.020-CommissionMeetingSlides5-20-24.pdf
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09:47:00 Sen. Russel (Russ) Tempel 
09:48:33 Rep. Bob Keenan 
09:49:45 Rep. Dave Fern 
09:53:42 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
09:56:40 Rep. Bob Keenan 
 
Public Comment 
10:01:36 None 
 
HOUSE BILL 890 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUDIO/VISUAL RECORD REQUIREMENTS 
10:02:35 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 5 
 
Rule Update 
10:03:23 Michele Snowberger, Deputy Chief Information Officer, State Information 

Technology Services Division 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
10:05:39 Rep. Steve Gist 
10:05:53 Michelle Snowberger 
10:06:48 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
10:07:01 Michelle Snowberger 
 
Public Comment 
10:07:51 Thomas Jodoin, Deputy Director, Montana League of Cities and Towns 
 
10:11:07 Recessed 
10:31:29 Reconvened 
 
HOUSE BILL 819 - COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Program Overview 
10:32:06 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 6 
EXHIBIT 7 

 
Program Update 
10:33:36 Mark Blasdel, Director, Governor's Office of Economic Development 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
10:38:36 Rep. Steve Gist 
10:38:51 Mark Blasdel 
10:40:03 Rep. Tom France 
10:40:59 Mark Blasdel 
10:43:09 Toni Henneman 
10:43:50 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/03.010-HB890_ProposedRules-April-26-2024.pdf
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/mtgl?id=funding_opp_details&sys_id=9483f3b087d80e14523dfc09cebb3592&table=x_g_som_grants_funding_opportunity&view=
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/04.020-HB819_CRO_FundingAmounts.pdf
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10:44:08 Mark Blasdel 
 
Public Comment 
10:47:07 None 
 
HOUSE BILL 819 – REVOLVING LOAN AND BOND PROGRAM 
Program Overview 
10:47:45 Toni Henneman 
 
Scott St. – Ravara Project Overview and Funding Strategy 
10:49:28 Annie Gorski, Deputy Director, Missoula Redevelopment Agency 

EXHIBIT 8 
11:02:26 Kiah Hochstetler, Goodworks Development 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
11:08:52 Rep. Tom France 
11:09:44 Kiah Hochstetler 
11:11:07 Sen. Russel (Russ) Tempel 
11:11:20 Annie Gorski 
11:13:00 Kiah Hochstetler 
11:14:40 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
11:15:44 Kiah Hochstetler 
11:17:27 Annie Gorski 
11:20:31 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
11:21:02 Kiah Hochstetler 
11:21:51 Rep. Tom France 
 
Board Of Investments Update and Remarks 
11:23:31 Dan Villa, Director, Montana Board of Investments 

EXHIBIT 9 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
11:28:03 Rep. Tom France 
11:28:32 Dan Villa 
 
Public Comment 
11:29:46 Kelly Lynch, Executive Director, Montana League of Cities and Towns 
 
11:32:11 Recessed 
13:01:44 Reconvened 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER PROPERTY TAX DISCUSSION 
13:01:53 Rep. Tom France 
 
Local Government Funding And Property Taxes 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/05.010-MRA_RavaraProject_Leg_Loc_Govt_Comm.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/05.020-HB819_BOI_HOMES_update.pdf
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13:04:19 Josh Slotnick, Commissioner, Missoula County 
EXHIBIT 10 

13:04:22 Joe Briggs, Commissioner, Cascade County 
EXHIBIT 11 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
13:32:29 Rep. Steve Gist 
13:32:59 Josh Slotnick 
13:37:07 Rep. Greg Oblander 
13:38:28 Joe Briggs 
13:41:52 Sen. Jeremy Trebas 
13:42:19 Toni Henneman 
13:42:32 Megan Moore, Research Analyst, LSD 
13:43:12 Sen. Jeremy Trebas 
13:43:41 Josh Slotnick 
13:50:01 Megan Moore 
13:50:31 Rep. Tom France 
13:51:20 Joe Briggs 
13:53:55 Josh Slotnick 
13:56:48 Rep. Greg Oblander 
13:57:17 Josh Slotnick 
13:58:15 Rep. Steve Gist 
13:58:51 Megan Moore 
13:59:50 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
14:00:42 Joe Briggs 
14:02:56 Josh Slotnick 
 
Public Comment 
14:08:09 None 
 
REVENUE INTERIM COMMITTEE UPDATE 
14:08:38 Toni Henneman 
14:09:23 Megan Moore 
14:15:34 Sen. Jeremy Trebas 
14:16:51 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
14:19:20 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
14:20:22 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
14:22:04 Sen. Jeremy Trebas 
14:24:39 Megan Moore 
14:27:06 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/06.010-MissCo_tax_presentation_May_2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/06.020-Commissioner_Briggs_handout_May_22.pdf
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14:27:21 Megan Moore 
 
Public Comment 
14:28:06 None 
 
LONG-TERM CARE STUDY UPDATE 
14:28:30 Toni Henneman 
14:29:03 Milly Allen, Research Analyst, LSD 

EXHIBIT 12 
 
Public Comment 
14:33:10 None 
 
MARA COMMITTEE UPDATE – PRISON CAPACITY TOPIC 
14:33:55 Josh Poulette, Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 

EXHIBIT 13 
14:43:19 Walker Hopkins, Fiscal Analyst, LFD 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
14:51:11 Rep. Tom France 
14:52:20 Josh Poulette 
14:54:56 Walker Hopkins 
14:56:04 Josh Poulette 
14:57:14 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
14:58:04 Walker Hopkins 
 
Public Comment 
14:59:06 None 
 
SPECIAL DISTRICT OVERSIGHT – HOUSE BILL 33, 2023 
Review Provisional Draft, PD1JJ 
14:59:44 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 14 
15:00:14 Julie Johnson 
15:01:58 Toni Henneman 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:02:58 Rep. Steve Gist 
15:03:31 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
15:03:53 Rep. Steve Gist 
 
Public Comment 
15:04:12 None 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET PROCESS – SENATE BILL 332, 2023 
Review Provisional Draft, PD2TH 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/07.010-Long-Term_Care_Update.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/08.010-Section_D_Model_Presentation_Shortened.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/10.010-PD1_JJv2.pdf
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15:04:42 Toni Henneman 
EXHIBIT 15 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:07:03 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
15:08:44 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
 
Public Comment 
15:10:15 None 
 
COMMITTEE WORK SESSION 
15:10:44 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 16 
 
Review July 17 Meeting 
15:11:24 Toni Henneman 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:14:38 Rep. Greg Oblander 
15:15:08 Rep. Tom France 
15:15:16 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
15:15:34 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
15:15:44 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
15:17:59 Rep. Steve Gist 
15:18:25 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
15:20:49 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
15:21:19 Rep. Steve Gist 
15:21:53 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
15:21:58 Toni Henneman 
 
Motion 
15:23:12 Rep. Gist moved to adopt PD1JJ as written  as a committee bill. 

15:23:54 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
15:24:25 Toni Henneman 
15:24:44 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
 
Motion 
15:24:59 Rep. Oblander moved to continue working onPD2TH as a committee bill. 
 
Discussion on the Motion 
15:25:23 Rep. Tom France 
15:25:47 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/11.010-PD2_TH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/12.010-LGIC_2024MayTimeline.pdf
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15:26:14 Toni Henneman 
15:26:51 Rep. Tom France 
 
15:27:14 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Other Directives to Staff 
15:27:38 Toni Henneman 
15:28:23 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster 
15:28:34 Vice Presiding Officer Mary Ann Dunwell 
 
Review Legislative Days Draft Agenda, June 18 & 19 
15:28:56 Toni Henneman 

EXHIBIT 17 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT on any item in LGIC’s subject matter jurisdiction 
15:32:29 None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjournment: 15:33:12  
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Local-Government/Meetings/240522-May-22-2024/12.020-DRAFT_Leg_Days_Agenda.pdf

