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Billings MT
Unhoused 
Population
• 600-1000 from various census 

efforts

• BPS estimates 600 youth, both 
with caregivers and 
unaccompanied

• Many more living in unstable 
and/or unsafe housing 
situations, as well as many at 
risk of losing housing. 
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Challenges 
• Characterizing the needs and the solutions 

accurately

• Existence of resources ≠ capacity to support the 
need
• Coordination among providers is challenging
• “Duplication of services”
• Resources build equitably across the state

• Nexus of public health and public safety
• Housing First vs Housing ________
• Reentry and recidivism
• Domestic violence

• Generations of trauma



Recommendations

Need coordinated, 
localized planning 
supported by State 
partners

1
Concentrate more 
on prevention – 
SUD, MH, housing 
risk. We must get to 
root causes.

2
Explore strategies to 
move to 24-hour 
continuum of 
response/outreach

3
Consider carefully 
the impact on local 
governments of 
policy related to 
Medicaid expansion

4



Questions/
Discussion
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