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VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
08:00:03 Presiding Officer Beard called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM. The committee 

secretary took roll. 
 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: REAL PROPERTY EXEMPTION AUDIT 
FOLLOW-UP 
08:01:13 Megan Moore  

EXHIBIT1 
08:04:43 Bryce Kaatz, Bureau Chief, Property Assessment Division, DOR 
08:06:01 Megan Moore  

EXHIBIT2 
08:08:41 Bryce Kaatz 

 
Public Comment on Real Property Exemption Audit Follow-up 
08:09:58 Bob Story, Montana Taxpayers Association 
08:11:42 Sen. Dunwell, SD 42 
08:14:00 Jeff Essmann, Self  

EXHIBIT3 
 

Committee Work Session 
08:21:10 Megan Moore 
08:21:29 Rep. Essmann 
08:23:28 Vice Presiding Officer Thane to Bryce Kaatz 
08:26:39 Sen. Hertz 
08:28:34 Megan Moore 
08:29:01 Presiding Officer Beard 
08:30:07 Rep. Essmann 
08:30:37 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 
08:31:08 Rep. Essmann 
08:31:22 Presiding Officer Beard 
08:31:36 Megan Moore 
08:32:05 Rep. Essmann 
08:33:22 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 
08:33:49 Presiding Officer Beard to Bryce Kaatz 
08:37:03 Sen. Hertz 
08:37:31 Megan Moore 
08:37:41 Presiding Officer Beard 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: DATA TOOLS 
08:38:42 Julia Pattin, LFD  

EXHIBIT4 
08:40:51 Kurt Swimley, LFD 
09:03:57 Julia Pattin 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.2-exempt-review.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.2-beneficial-use.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.2-Essmann-comment.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.3-LFD-tools.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/1-23-24-visitors-log.pdf
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09:16:53 Kurt Swimley 
09:22:33 Julia Pattin 

 
Public Comment on Data Tools 
09:26:37 Bob Story 
09:30:11 Kelly Lynch, Executive Director, Montana League of Cities and Towns 
09:32:55 Jason Rittal, Montana Association of Counties 
09:36:15 Sen. Hertz to Kurt Swimley 

 
RECESSED 
09:38:27 Reconvened at 09:48:56 
  
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: NOVEMBER REQUESTS 
 
Bond Election Vote Requirements 
09:49:17 Megan Moore  

EXHIBIT5 
 

NorthWestern Energy Tax Information 
09:52:36 Megan Moore 

EXHIBIT6 
 

Montana Escrow Account Usage 
09:54:58 Megan Moore  

EXHIBIT7 
 

Committee Discussion/Questions 
09:57:28 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: NOVEMBER REQUESTS- Cont’d 
 
Exempt Nonprofit Healthcare Property by County 
09:58:12 Megan Moore  

EXHIBIT8 
 

Public Comment on November Requests 
09:59:33 NONE 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: ADMINISTERING PROPERTY TAX 
PAYMENTS 
10:00:06 Betty Romo, Roosevelt County Treasurer 
10:06:25 Terri Kunz, Jefferson County Treasurer  

EXHIBIT9 
 

Committee Discussion/Questions 
10:09:36 Rep. Essmann to Terri Kunz 
10:10:09 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 

 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.4-bond-election-votes.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.4-northwestern-tax.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.4-escrow-usage.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.4-np-health-county.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.5-alt-payment.pdf
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Public Comment on Administering Property Tax Payments 
10:11:15 Rebecca Meyers, County Treasurers Association 
10:14:53 Jason Rittal 
10:15:51 Amy Reeves, Lewis and Clark County Treasurer 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: TAX BILL TRANSPARENCY 
10:21:49 Megan Moore 

 
Panel Discussion 
10:23:02 Terry Kunz  

EXHIBIT10 
10:31:43 Betty Romo 
10:36:08 Pam Reighard, Powell County 
10:40:51 Dan Whitesitt, Ravalli County 
10:46:04 Tyler Gernant, Missoula County 

 
Committee Discussion/Questions 
10:55:38 Sen. Hertz 
10:56:18 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 
10:59:18 Presiding Officer Beard 
11:03:55 Rep. Brewster 
11:05:51 Sen. Trebas 

 
Public Comment on Tax Bill Transparency 
11:07:36 Jason Rittal 
11:09:47 Amy Reeves  

EXHIBIT11 
11:13:09 Rebecca Meyers 
11:16:44 Bob Story 

 
RECESSED 
11:19:48 Reconvened at 12:59:48 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE ROLL CALL 
13:00:01 Presiding Officer Brewster 

ATTACHMENT 3 
13:00:44 Presiding Officer Beard assumed the position of the Chair. 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY:  LITIGATION UPDATE 
13:01:25 Jaret Coles 

EXHIBIT12  
EXHIBIT13  
EXHBIT14 

13:09:39 Sen. Tempel Joined the Meeting. 
 

Public Comment on Litigation Update 
13:15:03 Bob Story 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.6-Tax-bills_Redacted.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.6-Lewis-and-Clark-tax-bill.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/LGIC-ROLL-CALL.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.8-property-litigation.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.8-maco-v-state.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-15-10-420.pdf
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13:25:54 Jason Rittal 
 

PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVY LIMITS 
13:28:56 Toni Henneman, LSD  

EXHIBIT15  
EXHIBIT16 (See Exhibit 13) 

13:40:18 Megan Moore 
 

Committee Discussion/Questions 
13:51:41 Presiding Officer Brewster 
13:53:01 Presiding Officer Beard 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVY LIMITS-Cont’d 
13:54:08 Megan Moore 

 
Committee Discussion/Questions 
14:00:45 Rep. Oblander to Megan Moore 
14:03:14 Sen. Trebas 
14:07:41 Sen. Dunwell 
14:09:09 Rep. Essmann 
14:09:51 Redirected to Toni Henneman 
14:10:58 Rep. France 
14:13:06 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 

 
Panel Discussion: Policies to Include in 15-10-420 
14:15:13 Jason Rittal  

EXHIBIT17 
14:26:53 Kelly Lynch 
14:35:16 Bob Story  

EXHIBIT18 
 

Committee Discussion/Questions 
14:52:01 Rep. Gist 
14:52:38 Rep. France to Bob Story 
14:58:48 Sen. Dunwell to Kelly Lynch 
15:04:20 Bob Story  
15:07:26 Sen. Trebas to Jason Rittal 
15:10:00 Redirected to Bob Story 

 
Panel Discussion: Policies to Include in 15-10-420- Cont’d 
15:12:13 Kris Goss, Montana School Boards Association 

 
Committee Discussion/Questions 
15:21:28 Vice Presiding Officer Thane 
15:26:18 Sen. Hertz 
15:29:15 Sen. Trebas 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-levy-limits-slides.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-15-10-420-graphic.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-MACO-15-10-420.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-MonTax-15-20-420.pdf
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15:31:55 Kelly Lynch 
15:33:18 Bob Story 
15:35:45 Rep. Fielder to Bob Story 
15:40:03 Redirected to Jason Rittal  
15:40:58 Megan Moore 

 
Public Comment on Local Government Levy Limits 
15:42:22 NONE 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: IMPLEMENTATION OF SB 332 
15:42:55 Toni Henneman  

EXHIBIT19 
15:47:40 Robin Rude, DOR  
15:52:20 Derek Bell, Administrator, Business and Income Tax Division, DOR  

EXHIBIT20 
 

Committee Discussion/Questions 
15:55:02 Rep. Oblander to Derek Bell 
15:56:49 Presiding Officer Beard left the meeting. 
15:57:03 Presiding Officer Brewster assumed the position of the Chair. 
15:58:29 Sen. Trebas left the meeting 
15:59:25 Presiding Officer Beard joined the meeting. 
16:00:02 Presiding Officer Beard assumed the position of the Chair. 
16:00:23 Sen. Hertz to Robin Rude 
16:00:28 Sen. Trebas joined the meeting. 
16:00:40 Rep. France left the meeting. 
16:03:27 Sen. Dunwell 
16:04:46 Rep. France joined the meeting. 
16:05:56 Redirected to Kelly Lynch 

 
Public Comment on Implementation of SB 332 
16:06:57 Jason Rittal 

 
PROPERTY TAX MODERNIZATION STUDY: JOINT COMMITTEE WORK SESSION 
16:09:22 Megan Moore 
16:12:00 Toni Henneman 
16:12:46 Presiding Officer Brewster 
16:13:39 Rep. Oblander 
16:14:07 Presiding Officer Brewster 
16:14:21 Sen. Dunwell 
16:17:04 Sen. Hertz 
16:20:29 Presiding Officer Beard 
16:22:09 Sen. Hertz 
16:23:29 Rep. Essmann 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.10-SB-332.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.10-DOR-SB332.pdf
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16:24:15 Sen. Tempel 
16:25:19 Rep. Oblander 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECESS 
16:26:41 Presiding Officer Brewster recessed the committee until January 24, 2024. 

 
Committee Work Session 
16:28:22 Megan Moore 
16:31:45 Sen. Hertz  
16:31:56 Rep. Brewster 
16:34:39 Sen. Hertz 
16:36:35 Jaret Coles 
16:38:21 Presiding Officer Beard 
16:39:20 Sen. Hertz 
16:40:13 Rep. Essmann 
16:41:35 Jaret Coles 
16:44:15 Sen. Trebas 
16:46:26 Sen. Hertz 
16:48:58 Sen. Trebas 
16:51:03 Rep. Essmann 

 
Public Comment on Anything Within the Committee's Jurisdiction 
16:54:12 Rose Bender, Montana Budget and Policy Center  
16:56:36 Bob Story 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
16:59:00 Presiding Officer Beard adjourned the meeting. 




