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MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:
Daniel Rosenberg, Secretary

AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST
COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
10:01:44 Presiding Officer Jason Ellsworth called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

WELCOME
10:02:27 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

10:06:27 Presiding Officer Sen. Ellsworth
10:09:05 Vice Presiding Officer Usher

INTRODUCTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS
10:12:16 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

10:13:07 Sen. Friedel

10:13:39 Rep. Hellegaard

10:13:53 Sen. Emrich

10:14:32 Jim Ramlow, Attorney, Whitefish
10:15:16 Joan Mell, Attorney, Hamilton
10:15:26 Sen. McGillvray

10:15:37 Rep. Nave

10:15:57 Sen. Fitzpatrick joined the meeting via Zoom.
10:16:02 Sen. McKamey

10:16:29 Sen. Glimm

10:16:40 Sen. Noland

10:17:03 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
10:17:34 Rep. Vinton

10:17:55 Sen. Hinebauch

10:18:11 Sen. Fitzpatrick

10:18:25 Andrew Billstein, Attorney, Billings

US AND MONTANA CONSTITUTION 101

10:20:00 Jim Ramlow, Attorney, Ramlow & Rudbach
EXHIBIT 1

10:26:16 Presiding Officer Ellsworth


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/SJOR_Agenda_240424.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/01.010_Constitutions_Combined.pdf

10:26:56 Jim Ramlow
EXHIBIT 2

Public Comment
11:15:17 Jerry O'Neil, Former Legislator

Committee Questions/ Discussion
11:21:58 Sen. McGillvray

11:23:08 Jim Ramlow

11:26:07 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
11:26:59 Jim Ramlow

11:27:46 Sen. McGillvray

11:28:27 Jim Ramlow

11:31:19 Sen. McGillvray

11:33:37 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
11:34:39 Jim Ramlow

11:34:48 Sen. McGillvray

11:35:13 Jim Ramlow

11:36:22 Sen. Glimm

11:37:47 Jim Ramlow

11:39:30 Sen. Noland

11:40:05 Sen. Usher

11:40:35 Sen. Emrich

11:41:31 Jim Ramlow

11:50:03 Sen. McGillvray

11:51:37 Jim Ramlow

11:53:18 Sen. Friedel

11:54:04 Jim Ramlow

11:54:24 Sen. Usher

11:54:51 Jim Ramlow

11:55:23 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

RECESS
11:55:53 Reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION

Motion
13:28:49 Vice Presiding Officer Usher moved to allow proxy voting in this committee.
13:29:04 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote.

SEPARATION OF POWERS/ROLE AND AUTHORITY OF EACH BRANCH OF
GOVERNMENT
13:29:34 Jim Ramlow (see Exhibit 1)


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/01.020_Constitutions_101.pdf

RECESS
14:31:56 Reconvened at 2:40 p.m.

Public Comment
14:41:07 George Wolcott, Chief of Staff for the Senate Democratic Caucus

Committee Questions/ Discussion
14:42:15 Vice Presiding Officer Usher

14:42:48 Jim Ramlow

14:47:33 Andrew Billstein

14:48:08 Jim Ramlow

14:49:48 Sen. Noland

14:50:26 Jim Ramlow

14:51:15 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
14:51:54 Jim Ramlow

14:54:03 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
14:54:32 Joan Mell

14:58:22 Sen. McGillvray

15:00:47 Jim Ramlow

15:10:06 Sen. Emrich

15:13:12 Jim Ramlow

15:17:06 Joan Mell

15:19:42 Rep. Nave

15:21:10 Jim Ramlow

15:24:37 Sen. McGillvray

15:26:52 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
15:27:53 Jim Ramlow

15:28:12 Joan Mell

15:29:41 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
15:30:29 Jim Ramlow

15:30:57 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
15:32:17 Jim Ramlow

Public Comment

15:35:38 George Wolcott, Chief of Staff for the Senate Democratic Caucus
EXHIBIT 3

15:37:02 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION

15:38:28 Todd Everts, Director, Legal Services Office, Legislative Services Division
EXHIBIT 4
EXHIBIT 5


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/04.010-Letter_from_Democratic_Senators.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/02.010_everts-memo-legislative-authority.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Senate-Select-Committee-on-Judicial-Oversight-Reform/Meetings/240424-April-2024/02.020-Legislative_Investigative_Powers_General_Statutory_Provisions.pdf

15:50:36 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

Committee Questions/ Discussion
15:50:56 Vice Presiding Officer Usher

15:51:28 Todd Everts

15:53:32 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
15:54:31 Sen. Glimm

15:56:24 Todd Everts

16:01:00 Sen. Noland

16:01:34 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
16:02:12 Todd Everts

16:02:41 Sen. Friedel

16:03:38 Todd Everts

16:07:23 Sen. McKamey

16:07:47 Todd Everts

16:08:29 Rep. Nave

16:09:34 Todd Everts

16:10:36 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
16:12:43 Todd Everts

16:13:31 Sen. Emrich

16:14:04 Todd Everts

16:15:00 Sen. Emrich

16:15:27 Sen. Friedel

16:15:40 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
16:15:57 Todd Everts

16:16:49 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
16:17:06 Sen. Fitzpatrick

16:18:04 Todd Everts

16:18:40 Presiding Officer Ellsworth

Future Topics
16:19:15 Vice Presiding Officer Usher

Committee Questions/ Discussion
16:19:59 Sen. McKamey

16:20:21 Sen. Noland
16:21:18 Sen. McGillvray
16:24:39 Sen. Fitzpatrick
16:26:33 Sen. Noland
16:27:01 Joan Mell
16:27:43 Sen. Friedel



16:28:23

Andrew Billstein

16:29:21 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
16:29:53 Sen. Emrich

16:31:14 Rep. Nave

16:32:03 Sen. McGillvray

16:32:27 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
16:33:00 Presiding Officer Ellsworth
16:37:14 Vice Presiding Officer Usher
ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment: 16:38:39



