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WHO WE ARE

•Regional rail authority and subdivision of state 
government
• Established per MCA 7‐14‐16
• Largest transportation district in Montana, 
focused on supporting existing freight and 
passenger operations and expanding passenger 
rail
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WHO WE ARE

•Governed by a board comprising
Member counties
 BNSF
 Amtrak
MDT
 CSKT, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne Tribes

Existing 
Network
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Data provided by Amtrak, 2022

Amtrak Daily Long‐Distance Study
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Seattle – Chicago
Selected Proposed Preferred Route 

and Optional Alignments Considered

Provides geographic coverage and 
responds to stakeholder input by 
restoring the stakeholder preferred 
segment connecting Yakima.

Further analysis after completion 
of this study would be necessary 
to advance the preferred routes 

through project planning and 
project development activities 

prior to implementation.
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El Paso – Billings
Selected Proposed Preferred Route 
and Optional Alignments Considered

Best addresses the 
evaluation criteria for travel 
demand, rural accessibility, 
and geographic coverage.

Further analysis after completion 
of this study would be necessary 
to advance the preferred routes 

through project planning and 
project development activities 

prior to implementation.
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CORRIDOR ID AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

CORRIDOR ID AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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PROJECT: NORTH COAST HIAWATHA

Step 1: Scoping ‐ $500,000

Step 2: Service Development Plan

Step 3: Final Design

FRA CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

OTHER BSPRA INITIATIVES IN 2024

•Fed‐State Partnership ‐Malta Project
•Workforce development
•PNWER high performance rail and 
hydrogen development
•Small parcel delivery
•Canadian collaboration
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www.bigskyrail.org

For more information:


