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Key Definitions

• Junk Vehicle
• Motor Vehicle Wrecking Facility
• Motor Vehicle Graveyard
• Abandoned Vehicle
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Junk Vehicle Program –
Entities Involved & Roles
• Montana Department of Environmental Quality
• Counties
• Motor Vehicle Wrecking Facilities
• Others, Including Law Enforcement, Tow Truck 

Operators, Etc.

Overview of the Process

• For junk and/or abandoned vehicles, the city or
county is notified, either by citizens or law 
enforcement.

• DEQ has a flow chart for the process regarding
abandoned vehicles:
https://deq.mt.gov/files/Land/JunkVehicles/Docum
ents/JV%20Abandoned%20Vehicle%20Flow.pdf

• The vehicle is towed to either a county junk vehicle
graveyard or a private motor vehicle wrecking 
facility.

• The vehicle may then be either stowed or depending
on the ownership and condition, may be sold or 
taken to a motor vehicle wrecking facility.
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Program Funding

Source: Legislative Fiscal Division

Electric Vehicle Considerations

• DEQ is currently developing a plan to ensure the 
proper infrastructure is in place to ensure safe 
acceptance of junk electric vehicles when the 
need arises.

• Some specific EV considerations include:
• Towing
• Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling
• Safety & Storage
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Summary
• Montana has a well-developed program for the recycling and disposal of 

junk and abandoned vehicles in the state.

• Electric vehicle adoption is predicted to grow in the state.

• As these vehicles move toward the end of their life cycle, it will be important 
to safely incorporate them into the program, as well as to account for any 
additional funding that may be needed to accommodate them.


