
 

  
 
 
 PO BOX 201706 
 Helena, MT 59620-1706 
 (406) 444-3064 
 FAX (406) 444-3036 

 
 

Transportation Interim Committee 
68th Montana Legislature 

 

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF 
MIKE FOX  DENISE BAUM – Vice Chair 

 
  

KATY CALLON, Research Analyst 
 THERESA MANZELLA - Chair NEIL DURAM JOE CARROLL, Staff Attorney 
  BARRY USHER DENLEY LOGE 

 
DANIEL ROSENBERG, Secretary 
  SHELLEY VANCE ZACK WIRTH 

 
 

    
    

 

  
 

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF:  JERRY HOWE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • RACHEL WEISS, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND 
POLICY ANALYSIS • TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE • DALE GOW, CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE 

INFORMATION SERVICES • ANGIE CARTER, FINANCIAL MANAGER 
 

AGENDA  

Transportation Interim Committee 

July 10, 2024 
State Capitol Building, Room 137 
Agenda times are approximate. 

 
9:00  Call to Order – Roll Call – Presiding Officer 
 
9:05  Meeting Overview – Katy Callon, committee staff  

 
9:10  MDT Updates  

• Chris Dorrington, MDT Director 
o Transition Update – Vision/Changes  

• Progress of Safety Studies – Lolo, Bell Crossing, St. Regis, and Any Others of 
Interest – Patricia Burke, MDT Traffic Safety Engineering Section Supervisor 

• Equipment and Maintenance Repair Needs – Increased Costs of Purchase and 
Upkeep & Staffing Levels – Jon Swartz, MDT Maintenance Division 
Administrator 

• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 

 
9:30  Update on National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Funding 

• Sheila Ludlow, MDT Integrated Transportation & Publications Supervisor, and 
Ben Brouwer, DEQ Energy Bureau Chief 

• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 

 
9:45  MVD Updates  

• Laurie Bakri, MVD Division Administrator 
o Registration requirements for low-speed electric vehicles 

• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 
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10:10 Commercial Driver Licenses – Review of Federal Exception Reference Guide 
• Review of Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) Explainer on

CDL Exceptions – Memo Provided by Joe Carroll, committee staff, and
Reviewed by Katy Callon, committee staff

• Public Comment*
• Committee Questions

10:30 Break 

10:45 Follow-up Regarding Alternative Project Delivery Methods Discussion 
• Update on continued conversations with MCA – Dave Gates, MDT
• David Smith, Executive Director, Montana Contractors Association –

Feedback/Response
• Public Comment
• Committee Questions

11:15 U.S. 93 Bell Crossing Roundabout Project Discussion 
• MDT – Update on Plans & Status – Larry Flynn, MDT Deputy Director, and

Bob Vosen, MDT Missoula District Administrator
• Transportation Commission - Invited
• Public Comment
• Committee Questions

12:30 Lunch 

1:30 Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority – Updates on Federal Rail Administration 
Progress 
• Dave Strohmaier, Chair, Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority
• MDT Updates – Heather Kuklo, MDT Freight & Rail Planner

o Considerations for Incorporation of Passenger Rail into MDT
Freight Plan

• Public Comment*
• Committee Questions

2:15 Montana & Autonomous Vehicles – NHTSA General Standing Order & Crash 
Data Review 
• Katie Timmons, Associate Attorney, Venable, LLP – Review of NHTSA 

Standing General Order on Crash Reporting for Autonomous Vehicles & 
Requirements

• NHTSA Crash Data Overview– Katy Callon, committee staff
• Public Comment*
• Committee Questions
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2:45  Break  
 
3:00 Electric Vehicles and Junk Vehicle/Disposal Statute & Funding 

• Overview of Funding & Statute – Katy Callon, committee staff 
• DEQ Follow-Up – Rick Thompson, Waste Management Bureau Chief 
• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 

 
3:30  Administrative Rule Review  - Laura Sankey Keip, staff attorney 

• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 

 
3:45 Draft TIC Interim Summary Report – Review – Katy Callon, committee staff 

• Public Comment* 
• Committee Questions 

 
4:15  Public comment* on any item in TIC’s subject matter jurisdiction 
 
4:25  Committee Work Session 

1. Next/last meeting – September 4. Topics: 
o Review agency requested legislation (see document on agency 

legislation overview) 
o Finalize any committee legislation (see #3 below, if additional 

legislation is requested) 
o Finalize TIC interim summary report 
o Presentation of required reports: 

 MDT Biodiesel tax refunds (15-70-433, MCA) 
 MDT Special Fuels Inspections (61-10-154(8)) 

o Committee Requests for Presentations/Additional Information 
2. Request for Update on HB 661 (2019) – Aviation Fuel User Fee – Funding 

& Projects 
o Overview of Request & HB 661 – Katy Callon, committee staff 
o Scope of request: 

 Has there been a decrease in fuel purchased by 
commercial airlines? 

 How much has been collected? 
 Which projects have been funded? 

o Committee action – Is this a topic for which the committee would 
like to request the information & have an update provided for the 
September meeting? 

3. Request provisional draft legislation, if applicable, for review at 
September meeting 
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  Adjournment 
 
 

TIC MATERIALS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
TIC materials, including agendas, minutes, and public comment, are public record. To download 
current and past meeting materials, view a list of committee members, and sign up for meeting 
notices and other communications, please go to the website: 
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/  

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Registration deadline for virtual public comment is July 9 @ 5 PM 
 
The public may attend the meeting and offer public comment in the Capitol or provide public 
comment either remotely via Zoom or in writing.  
 
In person: A podium with microphone is available for your public comment. You are welcome 
to leave written comment for the council instead of or in addition to your spoken comment. 
(See “In writing,” next page.) 
 
Virtually:  Please submit the online form for remote participation: 
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/meeting-info/remote-participation-tic/  
You will receive an email with the login information by 11:59 p.m. the night before the meeting. 
 
In writing: You may submit written comments either through the online form or by mailing the 
comments to Transportation Interim Committee, PO Box 201706, Helena, MT 59620. 
Comments provided by 5 p.m. the day before the meeting will be given to the TIC at the 
meeting. Comments provided after that time will be given to the TIC at the next meeting. 
 
* Public comment provided in person or remotely at a committee meeting is a public record 
that is recorded, archived, and available on the Internet. Public comment submitted in writing 
at a committee meeting is a public record that will be posted to the legislative Web site as part 
of the minutes log for the committee meeting. 

____________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Legislative Services Division makes reasonable accommodations for persons with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public meeting. For questions about accessibility or to 
request accommodations, please contact Dan Messerli at 406-444-4456 or 
Dan.Messerli@legmt.gov as soon as possible before the meeting date. 
 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/meeting-info/remote-participation-tic/
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/public-comments-tic/

