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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
08:10:53 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh called the meeting to order at 8:10 AM.

UPDATE ON COMPREHENSIVE WATER REVIEW
08:11:35 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, Administrator, Water Resources Division, DNRC

EXHIBITA

Public Comment
08:38:13 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited (MTU)

08:41:55 Jon Metropoulos, Senior Ag Water Rights Alliance (SAWRA)
08:47:38 Julie Merritt

Committee Questions, Discussion
08:50:35 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour

08:51:58 Jon Metropoulos, SAWRA
08:52:34 Sen. Walt Sales

08:53:15 Jon Metropoulos

08:54:33 Sen. Walt Sales

08:55:38 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, DNRC
08:56:07 Sen. Walt Sales

09:03:04 Clayton Elliott, MTU
09:04:09 Sen. Willis Curdy

09:08:21 Anna Pakenham Stevenson
09:10:21 Rep. Bob Carter

09:11:09 Jon Metropoulos

09:12:08 Rep. Bob Carter

09:12:29 Jon Metropoulos

09:13:23 Rep. Bob Carter

09:14:07 Anan Pakenham Stevenson

UPDATE FROM SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER RIGHTS INFORMATION SYSTEM
09:16:36 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh

09:20:33 Jason Mohr

09:20:47 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, Administrator, Water Resources Division, DNRC
EXHIBIT2

EXHIBIT3


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Agenda-wpic-March2024-FINAL.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/WPIC_3-19_Visitor_log.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/WPIC_CWR_update_presentation.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/2024.03.18_concerns_wris_wrqs_priorities_002.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/2024.03.18_WPIC_WC_Punchlist_Summary.pdf

09:37:44 Russ McElyea, Chief Water Judge, Montana Water Court
EXHIBIT4
EXHIBIT5S

Public Comment
10:02:41 Krista Lee Evans, Blake Creek Project Management

10:14:01 Julie Merritt

Committee Questions, Discussion
10:17:37 Rep. Bob Phalen

10:19:04 Judge, Russ McElyea

10:20:21 Rep. Bob Carter

10:24:56 Judge, Russ McElyea

10:25:59 Rep. Bob Carter

10:34:34 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, DNRC
10:36:16 Rep. Russel Miner

10:36:25 Anna Pakenham Stevenson
10:38:46 Rep. Russel Miner

10:39:25 Judge, Russ McElyea

10:42:10 Sen. Willis Curdy

10:43:12 Krista Lee Evans

10:46:25 Sen. Willis Curdy

10:53:19 Anna Pakenham Stevenson
10:55:03 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh

Recessed
10:55:33
Reconvened
11:05:41

WATER COMMISSIONERS: APPOINTMENTS, DUTIES, POWERS
11:06:05 Jason Mohr

EXHIBIT6
11:08:49 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh
11:10:55 George Alberda, Water Commissioner, Gallatin Valley

11:13:27 Lesley Kenny, Water Commissioner, Willow Creek Water Storage Project
11:16:20 Peter Fritsch, Water Commissioner, Teton and Chouteau Counties

11:19:44 Pete Bertolino, Water Commissioner, Rock Creek

Public Comment


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Mcelyea_water_adjudication_handout.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/McElyea_Public_comments_handout.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Jason_Mohr_HB942_handout.pdf

11:25:46 Ross Salmond
11:27:20 Julie Merritt

Committee Questions, Discussion
11:29:10 Peter Bertolino
11:30:24 Lesley Kenny
11:33:04 Rep. Bob Carter
11:35:48 Peter Bertolino
11:36:57 Rep. Bob Carter
11:37:17 Rep. Marty Malone
11:38:54 George Alberda
11:39:32 Sen. Jeffrey Welborn
11:40:24 Lesley Kenny
11:41:40 Sen. Walt Sales
11:46:46 Pete Fritsch
11:48:24 Pete Bortolino
11:49:59 Sen. Walt Sales
11:50:27 Pete Bortolino
11:51:19 Lesley Kenny
11:52:07 Peter Fritsch
11:53:35 Peter Bertolino
11:55:15 Sen. Willis Curdy
11:55:56 Peter Fritsch
12:02:28 Lesley Kenny
12:03:41 Pete Bertolino

AGENCY AND COURT ROLES ON WATER DISTRIBUTION PROCESS
12:06:53 Nate Ward, Bureau Chief, Water Rights, DNRC

EXHIBIT7
12:18:38 Russ McElyea, Chief Water Judge, Montana Water Court,
EXHIBIT8

Public Comment
12:24:07 Krista Lee Evans

12:25:03 Ross Salmond

Committee Questions, Discussion
12:26:53 Rep. Marty Malone

12:28:08 George Alberda
12:28:31 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh


https://dnrc.mt.gov/_docs/water/Planning_implementation_coor/Watr-Distr-Guide---Low-Res.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Water_Distribution_Water_Court_McElyea.pdf

12:28:41 Rep. Marty Malone
12:29:30 Krista Lee Evans

EXEMPT GROUNDWATER WELLS: SUMMARY OF RULING IN UPPER MISSOURI
WATERKEEPER V. BROADWATER CO.
12:31:06 Alexis Sandru

EXHIBITY
EXHIBIT10

Committee Questions, Discussion
12:32:01 Sen. Willis Curdy

12:32:41 Alexis Sandru

12:34:10 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh
12:34:32 Sen. Willis Curdy

12:35:37 Alexis Sandru

12:38:37 Sen. Willis Curdy

Public Comment
12:40:00 Denise Thompson, Broadwater Conservation District

EXHIBIT11
EXHIBIT12
EXHIBIT13
12:48:35 Krista Lee Evans, Senior Water Rights Coalition, AGAI

Committee Discussion

12:51:19 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh
12:53:08 Rep. Marty Malone

12:55:12 Jason Mohr

12:58:09 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh
12:59:09 Sen. Willis Curdy

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANYTHING WITHIN THE JURSIDICTION OF WPIC
12:59:38 Kristen Corbin, Manhattan

Committee Questions, Discussion
13:09:19 Sen. Walt Sales

13:09:50 Kristen Corban
13:10:18 Rep. Bob Carter
13:10:56 Kristen Corban

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/UpperMissouriWaterkeeperSummaryFinal.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Waterkeeper-v-Broadwater-McMahon-2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Thomposn_Broadwater_conservation_handout1.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Thomposn_Broadwater_conservation_handout2.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Water-Policy/Meetings/March18_19/Thomposn_Broadwater_conservation_handout3.pdf

13:11:40

Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour

13:19:30 Sen. Walt Sales

13:23:51 Sen. Bruce Gillespie

13:24:36 Sen. Willis Curdy

13:26:41 Rep. Russel Miner

13:27:43 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
13:29:30 Rep. Bob Carter

13:31:14 Presiding Officer Kenneth Walsh
13:35:12 Rep. Marty Malone

13:35:40 Rep. Bob Phalen

13:36:06 Sen. Walt Sales

13:36:52 Sen. Willis Curdy
ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment: 13:37:14



