
Since 1976 librarians in the Reference 
Center have assisted Montana’s 
legislators and legislative staff by 
answering reference and research 
questions, obtaining and circulating 
materials such as research reports 
and state and federal legislation, and 
providing interlibrary loan services. 
Resources collected focus on issues 
of current concern to the Montana 
Legislature.

In addition to serving the Legislative 
Branch, we help other state 
agencies and the general public 
with questions about Montana’s 
legislative process. The public is 
welcome to use our collection for 
legislative research.  Historical 
material such as former legislator 
information is housed at the 
Montana Historical Society Library 
(444-2681).

books

periodicals

Over 5,000 titles cover 
the broad range of 
issues studied by the 
Legislature and include 
publications from Legal 
Treatises, the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures (NCSL), 
and the Council of State 
Governments (CSG). 

More than 60 periodical 
subscriptions provide 
up-to-date information 
on economics, criminal 
justice, economic 
development, education 
finance, environmental 
policy, federal-state 
relations, health care, 
human services, state 
and local government, 
tax policy, and utilities.

legislative
materials

The Center’s collection 
includes the Montana 
Code Annotated (1895-), 

House and Senate 
Journals (1879-), 
Session Laws (1889-
), papers of the 1972 
Constitutional  

Convention; Montana 
legislative rule books 
(1925-), and Lawmakers 
of Montana “Copper 
Books” (1957-).  Interim 
Committee Reports 
back to 1957 are also 
available. 
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online 
catalogs

Online databases include our 
online book catalog, https://
mtsc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/
MT-LEG, access to LEXIS for 
searching legal information, 
as well as HeinOnline, and 
NCSL 50 States Database.  We 
also subscribe to a number of 
specialized online databases.

staff memos and 
interim reports

Memos written by Legislative 
Services Division (LSD) staff 
and selected memos from 
the Legislative Environmental 
Policy Office (LEPO) and 
Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 
comprise an archive of past 
research.  

We also have LSD Interim 
Committee Reports back to the 
1950s.  Many Interim Committee 
Reports and staff research and 
legal memos are available at 
the Legislative Website at http://
leg.mt.gov/publications/search/.

what we do

Montana Legislative Reference 
Center staff help legislators, 
legislative staff, state agencies, 
and the general public 
access resources on topics 
of concern to the Montana 
Legislature. We locate objective, 
timely information, answer 
quick reference questions, 
and research background 
information.

To assist clients, the librarian 
use indexes, library catalogs, 
references in articles, 
publisher’s catalogs,  etc., and 
procure identified resources. 
Once materials arrive, we enter 
them into our tracking systems 
so that clients are aware of 
available resources and items 
can be found when needed.

In a typical month during the 
interim, the Center handles 
over 100 questions from state 
agencies and the public and 
over 100 questions from staff 
and legislators. During session, 
we handle over 300 questions 
per month from November 
through March, with a high of 
over 500 in January. We also 
check in and route materials 
to staff and legislators, procure 
items through interlibrary loan, 
and purchase, catalog, and 
index materials.

The Legislative Librarian, 
Sonia Gavin, is responsible 
for library administration and 
planning, oversight of research 
and reference operations, 
including assessing questions 
for appropriate avenues of 
response, and purchasing 
decisions for the collection.  
Sonia also makes sure the 
electronic databases are up-
to-date, obtaining materials 
through interlibrary loans 
and orders, and keeping the 
collection in a highly functional 
state.  She also provides 
reference services and compiles 
lists of indexed articles and 
recent library acquisitions.

contact us
Please call, e-mail, or stop by 
and see us with any questions 
–we’re in Room 10 of the Capitol 
building.

Sonia Gavin 
Legislative Librarian

PO Box 201706, Helena, MT  
59620-1706

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday

Phone (406) 444-4848 
Fax (406) 444-2588



• Cyberskeptics Guide to Internet Research
• Education Week
• Governing
• Great Falls Tribune
• Health Affairs
• High Country News
• Journal of Education Finance
• Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law
• Journal of State Government
• Journal of State Taxation
• Legislative Studies Quarterly
• Medical Benefits
• Montana Business Quarterly
• Montana Coal Council Bulletin
• Montana Crop and Livestock Reporter
• Montana Economy at a Glance
• Montana Employment Law Letter
• Montana Farm Bureau Federation News Bulletin
• Montana Law Review
• Montana Law Week
• Montana Lawyer
• Montana Magazine
• Montana Outdoors
• Montana Tavern Times
• Montana Taxpayer
• Montana Wildlife

• Montana-The Magazine of Western History
• National Tax Journal
• Natural Resource Journal
• Planning and Environmental Law
• Policy Practice
• Public Land and Resource Law Review-UM
• Renewable Resource Journal
• Spokesman - MT Farm Bureau
• State Legislatures
• State Policy Reports
• State Politics & Policy Quarterly
• State Reporter
• State Statistical Trends
• State Tax Notes
• State Tax Review
• The Interim
• Trout Unlimited
• Trust for Public Lands
• US Water News
• Wall Street Journal
• Water Current
• Water Law Newsletter
• Western Ag Reporter
• Western States Water
• Western Water Law and Policy Reporter
• Wildlife Law News Quarterly

Alphabetical Listing of Periodicals As of October, 2018


