
JUDICIAL BRANCH 

(Spending report July 1 through November 30, 2023) 

TOTAL APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY  

The total appropriation authority for the Judicial Branch is shown in the pie chart below. HB 2 and HB 13 

provide 84.3% of the total authority for this agency. All types of appropriation authority for this agency are 

described below, including total budget and the percent expended by source of authority.  

 

 

 

 



Budget Amendments 

The Judicial Branch (Judiciary) budget for FY 2024 contains budget amended federal authority of $5.6 million, 

and through November of FY 2024, has expended approximately $500,000, or 10.9%, of the authority. This 

budget amendment authority supports: 

• substance abuse and mental health services within family, veteran, and adult drug treatment courts   

• data sharing between courts 

• implementing crisis response teams 

• Expansion of DUI Court, STEER, and VTC, CAMO in the 13th Judicial District 

Carryforward 

The Judicial Branch has $809,324 of carryforward authority from qualified unspent FY 2022 appropriations. Of 

this, $655,429 is general fund, $148,908 is remaining from state special revenue, and $4,987 is federal 

authority.   

Other House or Senate Bill 

House bill 16 authorizes $225,000 to pay for the costs of training and hiring facilitators for the prehearing 

conferences for fiscal year 2024. Only $1,829 has been spent. This bill increases the statutory timeframe for 

holding Emergency Protective Services hearings from three days to five days. 

House bill 10 authorizes $782,500 for the biennium for a courtroom remote appearance video system in the 

judicial branch. Only $206 of these funds have been spent. 

Non-budgeted proprietary funding 

Not seen in the chart above, the Judiciary has $277,988 in non-budgeted proprietary funding which supports 

online search functions related to the Lexis system within the Law Library. Through November, the Judiciary 

expended $70,364, or 25.3% of this authority.   

COVID-19 Authority  

The authority from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds are for the Simplify Family Law Resolution. 

These funds total $786,000 and are 6.4% expended as of the end of November 2023.  

The ARPA funds provide a three-year pilot project, Simplify Family Law Resolution, to implement remote 

mediation services and streamline family law cases. The funding has been used to help clear the backlog in 

family law cases in district courts where criminal cases were prioritized during the pandemic.  

  

HB 2 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS   

The following chart shows the HB 2 budget as passed by the legislature, including the pay plan, and the HB 2 
modified budget from July 1, 2023 through November 1, 2023. Net modifications to the budget include 
operating plan changes from one expenditure account to another, program transfers, reorganizations, and 
agency transfers of authority. The positive modifications and negative modifications are shown by program, 
expenditure account, and fund type. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Judicial Branch has performed three budget modifications in FY 2024. The first two transfers operating 

expenditure authority to debt services authority. Movement of operating expense authority to debt services is 

required to accurately record lease expenditures per state guidance.  

Additionally, the Branch transferred $59,638 of personal service authority and 1.00 FTE from the Supreme 

Court Operations to District Court Operations. They moved a vacant judicial assistant from program 01 to 

program 04 for the 6th judicial district. 

HB 2 APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY 

The following chart shows the appropriated budget for the agency compared to expenditures through 

November 30, 2023.   
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The Judicial Branch has expended 32.9% of its $62.1 million HB2 modified budget through October 31, 2023. 

Overall, this spending pattern tracks very closely with the five-year Olympic average which is the average of the 
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percent expended for the most recently completed seven years with the exclusion of the highest and lowest 

numbers during this time period.  

Only 12.9% of the $6,170,825 benefits and claims authority has been spent. The department is incentivized not 

to spend juvenile placement funds because those unspent funds are the primary funding source for youth 

intervention and prevention services. Those funds are transferred at the end of the fiscal year to juvenile 

placement and can be spent in the next two years. 

The Supreme Court Operations program’s spending is slightly lower than the other programs at 29.6%, due to 

new appropriations for the 2025 biennium being spent at a lower rate than expected. 

HB2 Line Items:  

• The Judicial Branch was provided additional restricted general fund authority to fund 5.00 FTE and five 

drug courts in FY 2024 with 3.00 additional FTE and courts in FY 2025 (for a total of eight) which are 

coming off federal grant funding. Only 6.5% of this $405,764 authority has been spent because most of 

these funds have been extended through 2024 

• The Judicial Branch has spent none of its one-time-only restricted general fund authority for the 

Correctional Program Checklist (CPC) Evaluations. This is a biennial appropriation, so the funds may be 

expended next year 

• The Judicial Branch has spent none of its $300,000 one-time-only restricted general fund authority for 

the Continued Family Mediation program. See the “Covid-19” section above for more information about 

the federal appropriations for this program. This authority is also biennial and can be spent next year 

• The Judicial Branch has spent 18.1% of its $843,848 one-time-only general fund authority for the 

Pretrial Program currently being piloted in five Montana counties 

 

Personal Services  

Appropriations for personal services in the Judicial Branch total $44.5 million and are 29.0% expended through 

October 31, 2023.  The department has 407.35 HB 2 FTE, not accounting for elected official or aggregate 

positions, and 88.3% of these positions are filled as of October 31, 2023.  The following chart shows the filled 

and vacant FTE within the agency as of October 31, 2023.    

 



 

The chart below shows the yearly utilization percentage for the Judicial Branch between July 1 and November 1 

for each fiscal year.  Overall, the department has utilized 91.3% of the hours budgeted for July – October of FY 

2024, as shown in the chart below, which is slightly below the five-year average of 92.4%.   

  

 

  

 

The chart below shows the vacant FTE in each division, the number of months each position has been vacant, 

and the midpoint hourly pay rate.  Of the 44.75 FTE that are vacant, 15.50 FTE have been vacant for more than 

12 months.     
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OTHER ISSUES (UPDATE NOVEMBER 13) 

Information Technology Project Expenditures  

 

 

The Judicial Branch is in the execution phase of a Remote Courtroom Appearance Technology Expansion project 

which began July 1, 2023. This project is budgeted for $1,240,099 general fund and as of the end of November 

$66,175 has been spent. The project is expected to be completed by December 31, 2027. 

 

 

REQUIRED REPORTS 

The Judicial Branch is required to report quarterly on ARPA program implementation, expenditure of 

funds, and measurable outcomes.  The Branch was allocated $944,721 in HB 632 to streamline and 

expediate the processing of family law matters, which were delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

funding is supporting early mediation and simplified case processing for self-represented and low-income 

litigants.  

The submission of this report for the first quarter of the 2024 biennium will be posted on the Section D IBC 
webpage with the December meeting materials as they are provided.  
 



CONTRACTORS AND VACANCIES 

The Judiciary has utilized temporary workers and overtime/comp time to cover vacancies, totaling $80,305 

from July 1-Oct 31, 2023. 
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