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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TOTAL APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY  
The total appropriation authority for the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is shown in the pie 
chart below. HB 2 and HB 13 provide 64.3% of the total authority for this agency. All types of appropriation 
authority for this agency are described below, including total budget and the percent expended by source of 
authority. 
 

 
Budget Amendments 

The agency had budget amendment authority totaling $259.2 million in FY 2023 of which $104.6 million was 
expended.  All budget amendment authority in the agency is federal special revenue, mostly from the August 
redistribution of expired federal apportionments from other states.  The department is required to “obligate” 
redistribution funds to specific projects before the end of the federal fiscal year in September, however 
construction and expenditures may be planned for a different year.  The department also received $30.4 million 
in Emergency Relief (ER) funds for repair of damages to highways caused by flooding in the Yellowstone region 
in June of 2022.  Additionally, the Motor Carrier Services division received grants totaling $2.4 million to assist 
with the Motor Carrier Safety and Assistance Program (MCSAP), and implementation of the Automated Weigh 
Station Screening System (AWSSS).  
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Carryforward Authority 

MDT had carryforward authority in the amount of $16.8 million which has been fully expended.  In the 
construction program these funds were used to cover project costs, contractor, and consultant design payments, 
as well as the intern program.  In the maintenance program, carryforward authority was used to cover accruals 
from pavement preservation activities.  In the planning program, this authority was used for contract payments 
in the TransADE program which provides assistance to transportation programs for the elderly. Additionally, 
the planning program used this authority to pay for unanticipated costs associated with the Blackfoot post yard 
cleanup and increases to contracts with larger urban areas known as MPOs (metropolitan planning 
organizations.) The Motor Carrier Services program used this authority to replace aging vehicles.   

Long Range Building Program 

LRBP authority consisted of federal Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) grants from the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).  The MCSAP program is intended to reduce the number and 
severity of crashes and incidents involving commercial motor vehicles (CMVs). 

Other Bills 

COVID-19 Authority 

The following chart is provided to allow the legislature to examine the funding that is available to the agency for 
COVID-19 impacts. Administrative authority for CARES I and ARPA appropriations were allocated to the agency 
by the Governor’s Office. Administration authority is not an appropriation and thus is not included in the total 
appropriation authority shown on the previous page.  
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Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act I funding was split primarily between the 
aeronautics division and the transit program in the rail, transit, and planning (RTP) division. In FY 
2023, MDT used $3.2 million of this appropriation. The aeronautics division expended $379,015 for 
operations and maintenance of state-owned airports. RTP expended $2.8 million, mostly on grants. 

The $102.7 million in CARES Act II funding from HB 630 (2021 session) is split between the 
construction and maintenance programs and is used primarily for contractor payments. In FY 2023 
the construction program expended $21.9 million of its $50.0 million appropriation, and the 
maintenance program expended $29.7 million of its $52.7 million appropriation. 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding from HB 632 (2021 session) provides roughly $600,000 to 
the aeronautics program for personal services and operating costs at state-owned airports, of which 
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$13,043 has been expended. The bill also provides $2.8 million to the transit program for grants and 
administration costs. In FY 2022, RTP expended $888,017 in ARPA funds on transit grants. 

Statutory Appropriations 

The majority of statutory appropriations for this agency come from fuel tax revenues that are distributed to 
cities and counties for road maintenance.  Since the passage of HB 473, 2017 fuel taxes have been collected and 
distributed from two accounts with different distribution formulas.  The 2023 legislature passed HB 76 which 
repeals the BaRSAA account and created the Local Government Road Construction and Maintenance restricted 
Account in order to streamline the process. The remaining BaRSAA funds were distributed to cities and counties 
on September 1, 2023.  Moving forward, all fuel taxes will now be distributed from the same account. 

   

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=473&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20231&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=76&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
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HB 2 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS  
The following chart shows the HB 2 budget as passed by the legislature, including the pay plan, and the HB 2 
modified budget through June 30, 2023. Net modifications to the budget include operating plan changes from 
one expenditure account to another, program transfers, reorganizations, and agency transfers of authority. The 
positive modifications and negative modifications are shown by program, expenditure account, and fund type. 

The Department of Transportation had a net total of $115.4 million in budget modifications, $91.2 million is 
federal special funds and $24.1 is state special funds. This includes continuing authority and fund switches. 

 MDT has the ability to switch funds between state special and federal funds per HB 2 language: “The 
department may adjust appropriations between state special revenue and federal special revenue funds if the total 
state special revenue authority by program is not increased by more than 10% of the total appropriations 
established by the Legislature.”  The department adjusted approximately $10.0 million from federal to state 
special authority in the construction program personal services. 
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HB 2 APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY 
The following chart shows the appropriated budget for the agency compared to expenditures through June 30, 
2023.   

 

 

MDT expended a total of 75.1% of the $888.0 million in HB 2 authority in FY 2023.  A lower level of expenditure 
in capital outlay is not unusual as this expenditure category fluctuates greatly from year to year based on right-
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of-way acquisition needs and costs.  Lower levels of expenditure in equipment is due to the delay of purchases 
due to inflation.  

Most programs expended the majority of their HB 2 authority with the exception of the construction and 
aeronautics programs.  

The aeronautics program only expended 13.6% of its HB 2 authority. This program was budgeted with the 
expectation of receiving certain federal grants that did not materialize.  In future biennia this type of grant 
authority will be added with budget amendments rather than being included in HB 2. This lower expenditure is 
also due in large part to the pandemic effects on air travel, stimulus funding to regional airports lowering the 
demand for grants, and the program receiving a large share of stimulus funding.  Similar to the aeronautics 
program, the rail, transit and planning program’s bulk of unspent authority is grant funding.  

Personal Services  

The following chart shows the filled and vacant FTE within the agency as of June 1, 2023.  Appropriations for 
personal services in the Department of Transportation total $188.2 million and are 91.7% expended through 
the end of FY 2023.  The department has 138.45 vacant HB 2 FTE. 
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Information Technology Project Expenditures  

 

Montana Citizen Portal Prototype - Complete 

The State of Montana has multiple places citizens must navigate online to access government services. 
Additionally, citizens must know the destination site/webpage/form before beginning to find what they are 
seeking. State agencies, including MDT, Department of Corrections, and Department of 
Administration/Statewide Information Technology Services Division hope to implement a Citizen Portal 
through ServiceNow to provide “no wrong door” for customers to engage with government services online by 
focusing on the digital customer experience. This is a prototype project, to prove the Citizen Portal vision for a 
one-stop, shop anytime, anywhere solution. 

Montana Reference Network Pilot Migration – Complete 
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The Montana Real-Time Network (MTRN) Project that began in January 2021 is an initiative to conclude the 
pilot and implement a full statewide network of global positioning system (GPS) stations across the State of 
Montana to collect, process and use global positioning data in real-time. 

CADD –The Computer Assisted Design and Drafting System (CADD) - Complete 

This is a platform software tool that uses 3D modeling and data intelligence to create high-quality, high-
performing infrastructure designs with conceptual and detailed design tools, integrated analysis, visualization, 
and simulation.   

Bridge Management –The BrM (Bridge Structure Management System) - Complete 

This system is used to track and report system-wide conditions and perform analysis that supports bridge 
funding decisions.  

The Program and Project Management System (PPMS) - On Hold 

 This project will create and manage all parts of the project management and nomination process for the FHWA.    

The Federal Billing Project – On Hold 

 This project was originally planned to satisfy billing requirements of the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA). However, the project was re-scoped when it was discovered that in order to make the project costing 
module effective the system needed to become an enterprise and human resource solution to capture all costs.   
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