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MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL 

TOTAL APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY  
The total appropriation authority for the Montana Arts Council is shown in the pie chart below. HB 2 and HB 13 
provide 60.0%  of the total authority for this agency. All types of appropriation authority for this agency are 
described below, including total budget and the percent expended by source of authority. 
 

 
Budget Amendments 

Budget amendment authority for the Montana Arts Council comes from the federal National Endowment for the 
Arts state grant.  The agency requested a budget amendment for increased federal authority when federal 
grants awarded from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) exceeded the HB 2 budget.  The agency used 
82.5% of its budget amendment authority in FY 2023.  This includes $17,663 on operating expenses and 
$265,464 in grants. 

Carryforward Authority 

The agency expended 80.5% of its carryforward authority in FY 2023.  Expenditures were on operating 
expenses related to the Governor’s Arts Awards and Montana Circle of American Masters Programs. 
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Other Bills 

The agency received a supplemental appropriation in HB 3 of $54,000 in order to maximize its 1:1 match for the 
National Endowment for the Arts award. This authority was 100.0% expended. 

COVID-19 Authority 

The following chart is provided to allow the legislature to examine the funding that is available to the agency for 
COVID-19 impacts. 
 

Under HB 632 (2021 session), the legislature appropriated $764,000 of federal American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding to the Montana Arts Council; the appropriation was authorized to begin in FY 2021 through the 
biennium beginning July 1, 2023.  As the chart shows, Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES I) funding available in FY 2020 of $424,400 was unspent and moved to FY 2021 (light grey).  By the end 
of FY 2021, all of the FY 2020 and FY 2021 authority for CARES I had been expended.  ARPA appropriation 
authority of $764,000  in FY 2022 was close to fully expended by the end of FY 2023.   
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HB 2 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS  
The following chart shows the HB 2 budget as passed by the legislature, including the pay plan, and the HB 2 
modified budget through June 30, 2023. Net modifications to the budget include operating plan changes from 
one expenditure account to another, program transfers, reorganizations, and agency transfers of authority. The 
positive modifications and negative modifications are shown by program, expenditure account, and fund type. 

 
In FY 2023 the Montana Arts Council had net budget modifications of $7,264 which is a continuing 
appropriation from the previous fiscal year.  Other modifications that net to zero include an operating plan 
change that changes rent and copier leases to debt-service expenses rather than operating expenses, and a 
transfer to the Department of Administration to pay for Robert’s Rules of Order training.   
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HB 2 APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY 
The following chart shows the appropriated budget for the agency compared to expenditures through June 30, 
2023.   

The Montana Arts Council expended a total of 98.4% of its HB 2 budget in FY 2023.   
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Personal Services  

The following chart shows the filled and vacant FTE within the agency as of June 1, 2023.   

 

The executive director position at the Montana Arts Council is currently vacant.  Currently the agency is 
interviewing applicants.   
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