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ANALYSIS ELEMENTS: 
GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS
Understanding the community through 
population growth, average age, income, 
etc. 

GDP COMPARISON 
How does the size of the industry 
compare to the region? 

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
• Resident Expenditures
• Visitor Expenditures
• Private Construction Expenditures
• Total Economic Impact 

REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT
Where does Big Sky’s workforce live? 

TAXES OVERVIEW 
• Property Taxes
• Excise Taxes – Lodging, Fuel, Alcohol
• Business and Income Taxes
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QUICK STATS 

BSRAD EMPLOYMENT 
DATA 

• 810 Businesses Registered 
with BSRAD

• Employ 15,748 individuals

• 7,408 work in the BSRAD 
District

• 4,322 are seasonal 
employees

POPULATION GROWTH

• Big Sky has grown 176% 
between the 2010 and 
2020 census 

• 1,398 in 2010

• 3,854 in 2020 

WORKFORCE IN-MIGRATION

• 74% of the workers in Big Sky 
live in the County and NOT 
directly in Big Sky 

• Estimated 2,409 year-round 
employees commute into Big 
Sky 
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DIRECT EFFECTS 
• The initial changes that result from 

direct spending 

INDIRECT EFFECTS 
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INDUCED EFFECTS 

SOCIAL EFFECTS 

• The impact of local industries buying 
goods and services from other industries 
in response to direct spending

• Response by the economy to an initial 
change that occurs through the income 
received by wage earners and businesses 

• The qualitative impacts that occur in the 
community as a result of the economic 
activity 



RESIDENT 
EXPENDITURES

• Per capita expenditures 

by industry for Montana

• Used Cost-of-Living 

multipliers to adjust to 

Big Sky 

• Multiplied by the total 

Big Sky resident 

population (3,854 in 

2020) 

VISITOR 
EXPENDITURES

• Used 2022 BSRAD data 

to calculate total 

industry size 

PRIVATE 
CONSTRUCTION 
EXPENDITURES 
• Aggregated spending 

reported by private 

employers 

• Does NOT include 

public spending on 

infrastructure 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 



RESIDENT 
SPENDING 
IMPACTS
Direct: $257M
Indirect: $116.98M
Total Gross: $374M

Local Impact: $216.7M 
Employment: 4,030 jobs



VISITOR SPENDING IMPACTS 

Direct: $487M
Indirect: $217.7M
Total: $705.1M

Local Impact: $422.1M
Employment: 8,707 jobs



PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION SPENDING 
IMPACTS 

Direct Impact:
$772.8M 

Indirect Impact:
$424.76M 

Total Impact:
$1.198 Billion

Local Impact:
$630.2M 

Employment:
13,328 jobs



TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

DIRECT
$1,517,357,799

INDIRECT 
$759,532,071

TOTAL GROSS 
IMPACT
$2,276,889,870

LOCAL IMPACT 

$1,269,040,290
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EMPLOYMENT 
26,065 jobs 

Resident + Visitor + Construction Spending 



SUMMARY

STATE-WIDE

• Big Sky’s taxable value is 4% 
of the entire state of 
Montana

• Montana’s state-wide GDP is 
$49.B 

• Big Sky’s total economic 
impact ($2.276B) is 4.6% of 
MT GDP 

• Community less than 4,000

REGIONAL 

• Economic activity impacts 
26,065 jobs – 19% of the 
two-county total 

• Two-county GDP is $8.665B

• Big Sky’s local economic 
impact ($1.269B) is 14.64% 
of the regional GDP 

LOCAL 

• 176% growth from 2010 to 
2020 (1,398 to 3,854)

• 3% of two-county population 

• 79% of families have both 
parents working 

• 96% of women with children 
are in the labor force 

• 74% of workforce lives in the 
two-county region 



FINAL THOUGHTS…
• Industry diversity and resiliency should be top of mind for 

economic stability and disaster preparedness  

• Due to population growth, additional infrastructure is 
needed

• Investments in infrastructure to support the ongoing and 
robust tourism industry may help stave off construction 
spending cliff

• Investments in infrastructure will support 19% of the 
regional workforce

• Forthcoming economic impact analysis report 
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THANK YOU
JACKIE HAINES

JACKIE@NRMEDD.ORG
406-599-9898
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