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Overview

Main Drivers for Cost Increases: 
• Larger populations of convicted offenders in male, female, and community supervision settings
• General inflationary increases to costs 
• Additional costs to build or expand capacity
• Sentencing changes

Input Data:
• Historical yearly offender Average Daily Population (ADP)  FY 1999 – FY 2024
• Historical SABHRS Department of Corrections cost data  FY 2001 – FY 2024
• Historical and projected Montana population counts  FY 2002 – FY 2050
• Historical offenses and sentences of offenders  FY 2011 – FY 2022
• Projected CPI rates  FY 2025 – FY 2050



Metrics Used 
for Projections

Factor for 
overall 

growth in 
costs

Growth rate in 
projected 

populations 
compared 
current FY

Changes in 
sentence/ rates 

of offense

Projected 
changes to costs 

(CPI)



Average Daily Prison Population
 Historical and Projection

Female

Male



Average Daily Prison Population
 Historical and Projection

Female

Male



In Summary

Historical DOC SABHRS 
Expenses

Historical Offender 
ADP

Historical Sentencing 
and Offenses

CPI Data (Historical 
and Projected)

Montana Populations

Subset data into 
population areas and 

“other”

Calculate projections for 
offender populations in 

specified areas

Project CPI rates used as 
general inflation to 

current costs

Utilize historical trends 
to project overall 

makeup and potential 
sentencing length

Potential comparisons 
with other sources

Projected future 
SABHRS expenses 
within corrections 

Tool

Growth Metrics 
Table:

Final metric of 
growth calculated 

based on three 
metrics (potentially 

more)

Costs for additional 
capacity in terms of 
annualized costs per 

additional inmate 

Send costs to main 
MARA tool

Total Pop 
growth 
metric 

calculated 
from these 
two metrics

Quantitative 
measurements for other 

areas that affect the 
overall offender 

population
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