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NCSL

• Non-profit, bi-partisan organization.

• Members are all 7,386 legislators and 
30,000 legislative staff in 50 states, D.C. 
and U.S. territories.

• Offices in Denver and D.C.

• Among our goals - To provide legislatures 
with information and research about 
policy issues, both state and federal.

• NCSL tracks state policy developments in 
all public policy areas.
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Focused on 
Prosecutorial Decisions

CT SB 880 (2019)

Recent Legislation

Criminal Justice Data 
Management Task Force

UT SB 150 (2022)

Criminal Justice Data

IN SB 290 (2024)
Study Metrics to 

Measure Criminal 
Justice System

CO SB 29 (2024)

http://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CT2019000S880&cuiq=056aafa3-7f06-5f81-b9e5-5afc4a26ce52&client_md=e5e0c46f-f642-56a8-865c-e1837e17f234
http://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:UT2022000S150&cuiq=056aafa3-7f06-5f81-b9e5-5afc4a26ce52&client_md=e5e0c46f-f642-56a8-865c-e1837e17f234
http://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:IN2024000S290&cuiq=056aafa3-7f06-5f81-b9e5-5afc4a26ce52&client_md=e5e0c46f-f642-56a8-865c-e1837e17f234
http://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2024000S29&ciq=urn:user:PA193993044&client_md=b61f87e5b8ab0325eca1fa88a590d676&mode=current_text
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1. Lack of high-quality, comparable and relevant data
2. Lack of timely and responsive data when most needed

3. Need for context and return-on-investment data for resource allocation
4. Data silos and lack of data sharing
5. Difficulty obtaining stakeholder engagement and buy-in

Barriers to Data
Five challenges that hinder legislative access to, and use of, data to drive criminal justice policy decisions



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S

https://www.oregon.gov/cjc/sac/pages/dashboards.aspx

https://www.oregon.gov/cjc/sac/pages/dashboards.aspx
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Tackling Barriers Fund programs, policies and practices that are showing 
success and backed by research 

https://www.recidiviz.org/policy

https://www.recidiviz.org/policy
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Tackling Barriers
Develop data and performance 
measurement capacity 

• Colorado HB 1297 (2019) requires county jails to 
report specific measures 

• Dashboard showing length of stay in jails for 
misdemeanor and felony offenses, broken out by 
gender, race and ethnicity.

ORS: Jails and Corrections-Jail Data-Population | Division of 
Criminal Justice (colorado.gov)

https://dcj.colorado.gov/dcj-offices/ors/dashb-jcs-jailpop
https://dcj.colorado.gov/dcj-offices/ors/dashb-jcs-jailpop
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Tackling Barriers

• Federal, state, local

• Agency representatives 

• Governor’s advisors

• Judiciary 

• Prosecution / Defense

• Law enforcement

• Community representatives 

• Service providers

• Universities

• Nonprofits

• Think tanks

• Philanthropic organizations

• Member organizations: NCSL, CSG

ENGAGING STAKEHOLDERS PARTNERING WITH EXPERTS
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Data Projects in 
Four States
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Center for Results-Driven Governing
Founded in 2020

Tailored TA and research 
to support the use of 
data and evidence in 
state policy and budget 
decisions.

SUPPORT
Raise awareness about 
evidence-informed 
strategies, available 
data, relevant research.

AWARENESS

Serve as a national 
resource and training 
hub for state 
policymakers.

RESOURCE HUB
Convene legislative and 
executive branches, 
researchers, 
foundations, national 
organizations.

CONNECTIONS
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Indiana Management Performance Hub

• Supports data integration, data sharing, and data analytics 
across state government to enhance data-driven decision 
making.

• Chief Data Officer and Chief Privacy Officer

• Operates Indiana Data Hub, along with data dashboards.

Indiana Management Performance Hub: https://www.in.gov/mph 
Indiana Data Hub: https://hub.mph.in.gov/ 
Naloxone Heat Map: https://www.in.gov/recovery/naloxone/heatmap.html  

https://www.in.gov/mph
https://hub.mph.in.gov/
https://www.in.gov/recovery/naloxone/heatmap.html
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Tennessee Office of Evidence and Impact

Program Inventory
 Catalog state-funded programs and assess evidence
     of effectiveness

Evidence-Based Budgeting
 Use evidence of effectiveness to inform funding 

decisions

TN DATA
 Facilitate data sharing, analysis across departments
     to improve programs and services

Program Evaluations
 Partner with state agencies and academic 

researchers

TN Office of Evidence and Impact: https://www.tn.gov/finance/oei.html  

https://www.tn.gov/finance/oei.html
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New Mexico Agency Report Cards
Community Offender Management, Corrections Department: Q1 FY2024

Online agency report 
cards provide 

program ratings and 
analysis of 

performance data

Agency Report Cards: https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Agency_Report_Cards_And_Accountability 

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Agency_Report_Cards_And_Accountability
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Publish timely, relevant and research-based evidence on justice 
programs, policies, and strategies in New York State

Provide actionable information for policymakers and practitioners

Leverage staff knowledge of agency data and data collection 
systems, justice policies and practices

New York Division of Criminal Justice Services: Justice Lab

Contact the Justice Lab: JusticeLab@dcjs.ny.gov 

So much data and so many questions!

Projects in Process

1. Examining the overlap between 
violent victimization and offending in 
the state using a linked dataset:

• Emergency room, hospital 
admissions

• Criminal history

2. Analyzing “high utilizers” in the 
state criminal justice system

• Criminal history data

mailto:JusticeLab@dcjs.ny.gov
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2024 Legislative Summit

Aug. 5-7, 2024
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Thank you for joining today! 

Amanda Essex

Program Principal, 
Criminal and Civil Justice 
Program

amanda.essex@ncsl.org 

303-856-1369

www.ncsl.org

@NCSLorg

Denver 
7700 East First Place, 
Denver CO 80230  

Washington D.C. 
444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Suite 515, 
Washington, D.C. 20001

Darci Cherry

Director, Center for 
Results-Driven 
Governing

darci.cherry@ncsl.org 

720-216-7520

http://www.ncsl.org/
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