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• Oil & Gas as a 
share of total 
General fund 
revenue peaked at 
10.5% in 1982

• Over the last 10 
years it has 
averaged 2.3%, 
and 1.6% since 
2020 

• Total Revenue 
collections peaked 
around $324 
Million in 2008 
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H I STO R I C A L  O I L  &  G AS  R E V E N U E



H I S T O R I C A L  O I L  &  G A S  P R O D U C T I O N
• Montana oil 

production peaked 
in 1968 at 48.5 
million barrels per 
year

• More recent peak 
was 2006 at 36.3 
million barrels, 
and 2014 at 29.8 
million barrels

• Since 2020 
Montana has 
averaged about 58 
thousand barrels 
per day (21.2 
million per year)



USDA AGRICULTURE
 

CENSUS UPDATE



Census Background

• The Census of Agriculture is a complete count of U.S. farms and ranches if $1,000 or 
more of products were raised and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the 
census year

• The Census is taken every 5 years, in years ending in 2 and 7

• Since 1997 the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) has conducted the census

• Data is collected at the county level, but some data is only published at the state level 
due to privacy concerns



Definitions

• The ag census definition of a farm is any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products 
were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the census year.

• “land in farms” or “Acres Operated” consists primarily of agricultural land used for crops, pasture, 
or grazing. It also includes woodland and wasteland not actually under cultivation or used for 
pasture or grazing, provided it was part of the farm producer’s total operation. Large acreages of 
woodland or wasteland held for nonagricultural purposes were deleted from individual reports 
during the edit process.



Units

• “Income” and “sales” data are measured in 2024 dollars
• “Area Operated” “Total Cropland” etc. are measured in acres

• “Production” data are measured in commodity units (i.e. wheat bushels)



County Groupings



Preliminary Analysis- Acres Operated 



Preliminary Analysis- Acres Operated 

“Acres Operated” consists ag land used for 
crops, pasture, or grazing. Also includes 
woodland and wasteland not cultivated, 

pastured or grazed, provided it was part of 
the farm operation.



Preliminary Analysis-Livestock
Data in the graph come from the 

Department of Revenue. Per capita 
livestock fee assessed yearly



Preliminary Analysis-State Wheat Data 
• “Total Farm Crop Income” uses North American 

Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes.

• NAICS code 111 -Industries in the Crop Production 
subsector grow crops mainly for food and fiber. 
The subsector comprises establishments, such as 
farms, orchards, groves, greenhouses, and 
nurseries, primarily engaged in growing crops, 
plants, vines, or trees and their seeds.



Preliminary Analysis-State Farm Income
• “Income from farm-related sources” includes 

gross income before taxes and expenses 
from the sales of farm byproducts and other 
sales closely related to the principal 
functions of the farm business. 

• “Agri-tourism and recreational services 
income” includes income from recreational 
services such as hunting, fishing, farm or 
wine tours, hay rides, etc.

• “Total Farm Income” uses North American 
Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes.

• NAICS code 112 - The subsector includes 
establishments, such as ranches, farms, and 
feedlots, primarily engaged in keeping, 
grazing, breeding, or feeding animals. These 
animals are kept for the products they 
produce or for eventual sale.
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