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Inmates say state prison gave them no way to clean after sewage backup | Montana Public Radio

A sewage backup into a Montana State Prison unit lasted for several days last month.

Jan Dunlap says her son in the mental health wing of the prison told her that sewage,
including feces, partially flooded the unit.

“My son said that he had sewage on his floor. They were not even given anything to
clean it up with,” Dunlap says.

The Montana Department of Corrections confirmed sewage flooded part of the unit
Aug. 27 through Aug. 29. DOC says the backup was caused by inmates flushing
bedding and other items down toilets.

The agency says it provided cleaning supplies to prisoners. It did not say how many

cells the backup impacted.

But Kim Hill, like Dunlap, says her son told her that didn't happen.

"The inmates were using their bedding and their clothing to try to keep it from coming

into their units," Hill says.

The 2023 Legislature gave DOC about $200 million to add over 100 beds to the prison.
DOC says it will build those units to make maintenance and plumbing repairs faster and

easier.
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We're putting your voices at the center of our 2024 election coverage.

We want to hear from you, especially if you're a first-time voter or if you have felt left out of the election process in the past. We
want to help and will use our fact-based reporting to add depth and context to the 2024 campaigns.

You can send us your questions about the issues and candidates you want to know more about to news@mtpr.org or use the
form below.

<]

000

ELECTIONS

B33 Amplified mgmpubﬁc Radio

35 American g Montana

https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2024-09-16/inmates-say-state-prison-gave-them-no-way-to-clean-after-sewage-backup 2/4


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvW2MMw3deRybVOd1DkUqLOUypwBFJYWjGVkM6rDC9qvJ6be-G8XrFnnmA-yoSlpYtPaXGsKfkCqPad3vScNL6CPfXqGlFUncNbrV_U5UJn9glqgJ2QlFa8yME0VNQC8hljyBGgWhnQbh1Cn4GuY_-8K2cj_8SPm4Mlfy99G0lnSB3dglPjhp6R14SQkLYiSJ9ak1vWl81PS35r5VwbRGpkpqmJoLtNv564rG2iO72M1B7Gzot0lCcOjIANhsh8ODUoGI9zPA_Mk4nJoWcHYab_-XEImeLVKiMscf8oaip6OW1m0DLc_YH2ghpomxcT2Ty8VEwWNRV7_2DlVtKfsdKfMf1o_AlLRHZn3KiE0p77cGQ&sai=AMfl-YRAmvQt0JdIPpy_lCn-iX2Pom4dZIwGFRqJsOv6mIgoQnNA7-cCDlvZiHly-RzeQ0gWDyt1o4HD1hxskYIA6vqWAlJdQ2WqEI6g7eVnGWxD-8nnfSvmvKJ1e48&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPq36-TUyH-q&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.visitmt.com/thats-how-you-montana%3Futm_source%3Dmtpr%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dwarmseason
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvW2MMw3deRybVOd1DkUqLOUypwBFJYWjGVkM6rDC9qvJ6be-G8XrFnnmA-yoSlpYtPaXGsKfkCqPad3vScNL6CPfXqGlFUncNbrV_U5UJn9glqgJ2QlFa8yME0VNQC8hljyBGgWhnQbh1Cn4GuY_-8K2cj_8SPm4Mlfy99G0lnSB3dglPjhp6R14SQkLYiSJ9ak1vWl81PS35r5VwbRGpkpqmJoLtNv564rG2iO72M1B7Gzot0lCcOjIANhsh8ODUoGI9zPA_Mk4nJoWcHYab_-XEImeLVKiMscf8oaip6OW1m0DLc_YH2ghpomxcT2Ty8VEwWNRV7_2DlVtKfsdKfMf1o_AlLRHZn3KiE0p77cGQ&sai=AMfl-YRAmvQt0JdIPpy_lCn-iX2Pom4dZIwGFRqJsOv6mIgoQnNA7-cCDlvZiHly-RzeQ0gWDyt1o4HD1hxskYIA6vqWAlJdQ2WqEI6g7eVnGWxD-8nnfSvmvKJ1e48&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPq36-TUyH-q&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.visitmt.com/thats-how-you-montana%3Futm_source%3Dmtpr%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dwarmseason
mailto:news@mtpr.org
https://wearehearken.com/terms-of-services
https://www.americaamplified.org/
https://wearehearken.com/terms-of-services
https://wearehearken.com/terms-of-services
https://wearehearken.com/privacy-policies

9/18/24, 5:24 AM Inmates say state prison gave them no way to clean after sewage backup | Montana Public Radio

Briefs: Helicopter crash in Jefferson County; Weather disaster declarations

State Supreme Court hears arguments over executive privilege

Briefs: Grizzly bear attack near West Yellowstone; Pre-trial diversion study

NorthWestern claims reliability and cost justify further investment into coal

Audit raises questions over Office of Public Instruction spending
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The Wide Open

Explore the places where we come together and fall apart. The Wide Open brings nuanced reporting on under-covered environmental issues. Our deep
storytelling provides context to the forces shaping our lives — with plenty of adventure, wildlife and rich sound along the way.

Make a monthly donation

Become a sustaining member for as low as $5/month

Make a one-time donation

Make an annual or one-time donation to support MTPR

Pay pledge or update info
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