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Statutory Reference  

69-1-402, MCA; 69-1-403, MCA; 69-1-223, MCA; 69-1-224, MCA 

Account Purpose 

The account is dedicated to funding the regular operational expenses of the Public Service Commission (PSC) 
and any contingency appropriations due to an unanticipated caseload. 

Revenues  

This account receives taxes based on a percentage of the total gross operating revenue of all regulated 
companies for the previous fiscal year. The percentage is based on the level of appropriations provided for the 
operational costs of the PSC. The calculation of the tax revenue is made by the Department of Revenue, who 
may reduce the revenue to be collected for the current year by any funds remaining unspent at the close of the 
prior fiscal year. Historically, these taxes accounted for 89.8% of revenue for the account. The account also 
collects license and permit revenue from transportation companies.  

Use of Fund 

The fund is used exclusively by the PSC to fund operational expenses. Over the past six years, 81.5% of the 
normal account costs were expended on personal services. These entries are required by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) and have been adopted by the state. 

Ending Fund Balance 
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Appropriations and Expenditures 

 

The account balance of $2.4 million does not consider outstanding appropriation authority. In FY 2024, the PSC 
has $6.4 million in appropriation authority and expects the same amount of tax and fee revenues. However, the 
Department of revenue could reduce the amount of the tax revenue due to the unexpended/unobligated balance 
in the account. 


