
Mont a na  Depa rt m en t  of Correct ions  

Pre se n t a t ion  t o  Mon t a n a  Cr im in a l J u s t ice  Ove rs igh t  Cou n cil  
We d n e sd a y,  Oct .  27,  2021

OFFENDER HOUSING 



Montana Prerelease Centers 
& Offender Reentry



What  is a  Prerelease Center?
• Ge n e ra lly s ix-m o n t h  p ro gra m s  d e s ign e d  t o  h e lp  o ffe n d e rs  

t ra n s it io n fro m  a  se cu re  fa cilit y b a ck in t o  t h e  co m m u n it y, a s  we ll a s  
p ro vid e  a n  a lt e rn a t ive  t o  in ca rce ra t ion .

• Offe n d e rs  wo rk in  t h e  co m m u n it y b u t  live  a t  t h e  ce n t e r .

• Tra ve l in  t h e  co m m u n it y is  a cco rd in g t o  a  p re -a p p rove d  sch e d u le  a n d  
is  su b je ct  t o  se cu rit y ch e cks .

• Ea ch  o ffe n d e r  h a s  a n  in d ivid u a lize d  ca se  p la n  co m p rise d  o f t re a t m e n t  
a n d  p ro gra m m in g id e n t ifie d  t h ro u gh  co u rt  o rd e rs , r isk a n d  n e e d s  
a sse ssm e n t s , o ffe n d e r  go a ls , e t c .  Tre a t m e n t  a n d  p ro gra m m in g ca n  b e  
o ffe re d  in -fa cilit y o r  in  t h e  co m m u n it y.



D

Montana Prerelease Centers 



Some Considerat ions

• Centers are located in population centers.

• Each facility has a local screening committee 
that determines acceptance or denial.

• Not all facilities take all offender types (e.g. sex 
offenders, arsonists).

• Offenders with special needs who don’t fit the 
traditional mold for prerelease center 
residents can be difficult to place.



Sentencing 
Commission and 

Senate Bill 65



SB 65 was introduced in the 2017 Montana Legislature as part of the Justice Reinvestment suite of 
bills.

A significant factor in offenders not being paroled is their inability to secure appropriate housing 
in the community.

The legislation was intended to improve access to housing for offenders returning to 
communities after incarceration by allowing the DOC to provide housing assistance. (This did not 
receive funding in the 2017 session.)  In addition, the bill created a supportive grant program to 
be administered by the Montana Board of Crime Control.

The 2019 Montana Legislature funded the rental voucher program by providing $200,000 annually 
for this purpose.

The DOC adopted ARM 20.13.108 to clearly define offender eligibility and allowable expenses.

In 2021, the Montana Legislature provided that wrongful conviction claimants are entitled to a 
housing voucher pursuant to 46-23-1041 while the action is pending.

History



Wha t  a re  
ren t a l 
vouchers?

• Use d  t o  a ss is t  p a ro le e s  wit h  re n t  fo r  a  
m a xim u m  o f t h re e  m o n t h s , b a se d  o n  
fin a n cia l e ligib ilit y re q u ire m e n t s  co n t a in e d  
in  ARM.

• Eligib le  Offe n d e rs :  Th o se  re -e n t e rin g t h e  
co m m u n it y d ire ct ly fro m  p riso n , o r  fro m  a  
re s id e n t ia l t re a t m e n t  p ro gra m  t o  wh ich  t h e  
o ffe n d e r  wa s  co n d it ion a lly p a ro le d  from  
p riso n , a re  e ligib le  fo r  re n t a l vo u ch e rs .



Wha t  a re  
ren t a l 
vouchers?

• Re q u e s t s  a re  m a d e  b y DOC 
s t a ff t o t h e Pro gra m s  & Fa cilit ie s  Bu re a u  
a n d a re re vie we d  a cco rd in g t o  p ro ce d u re  
a n d ARM.

• Th e  d e p a rt m e n t  h a s  n o  co n t ra ct u a l 
re la t ion sh ip  wit h  la n d lo rd s  u n d e r t h e  re n t a l 
vo u ch e r p ro gra m .

• Pa ym e n t s  a re  d is t r ib u t e d  d ire ct ly 
t o la n d lo rd s  b y t h e  d e p a rt m e n t , o n  b e h a lf 
o f a n  o ffe n d e r , a ft e r  t h e  re s id e n ce  h a s  b e e n  
d e t e rm in e d  a p p ro p ria t e .  Pa ym e n t s  a re  n o t  
m a d e d ire ct ly t o  o ffe n d e rs .



Rental Voucher Usage

Billings: $16,625 (6 vendors)
Missoula: $9,295 (7 vendors)
Helena: $6,675 (5 vendors)

Deer Lodge: $225 (1 vendor)
Butte: $3,470 (3 vendors)
Bozeman: $850 (1 vendor)

Great Falls: $700 (1 vendor)
Miles City: $600 (1 vendor)

Total: $38,440 
(COVID19-related = $23,665)



Wha t  a re  
t ra nsit iona l 
a ssis t a nce  
funds?

• Re q u e s t s  a re  m a d e  b y DOC 
s t a ff t o t h e Pro gra m s  & Fa cilit ie s  Bu re a u  
a n d a re re vie we d  a cco rd in g t o  p ro ce d u re .

• Ma y b e  u se d  fo r  ju s t ifia b le  e xp e n se s  
su p p o rt ive  o f o ffe n d e r su cce ss  in  t h e  
co m m u n it y. (e .g. re n t ,  re n t  d e p o s it s ,  
t ra n sp o rt a t ion , e m e rge n cy h o u s in g, 
t re a t m e n t / p rogra m m in g co s t s , e t c .)

• Pa ym e n t s  a re  d is t r ib u t e d  d ire ct ly 
t o la n d lo rd s  b y t h e  d e p a rt m e n t , o n  b e h a lf 
o f a n  o ffe n d e r , a ft e r  t h e  re s id e n ce  h a s  b e e n  
d e t e rm in e d  a p p ro p ria t e .  Pa ym e n t s  a re  n o t  
m a d e d ire ct ly t o  o ffe n d e rs .



Transit ional Assistance Usage
(Housing-re la t ed expenses only)

Missoula: $3,601.59 (5 vendors)
Billings: $7,532 (7 vendors)

Helena: $743.66 (2 vendors)
Glendive: $162 (1 vendor)
Whitefish: $450 (1 vendor)
Hamilton: $331 (1 vendor)
Butte: $1,300 (1 vendor)

Total: $14,120.25



To  he lp  e n su re  o ffe n d e r  succe ss  in  t he  com m un it y, Prob a t ion  a n d  Pa ro le  
o ffice rs  m u s t  re vie w o ffe n d e r  re le a se  p la n s . In  so  d o in g, t h e y co n s id e r  t h e  
fo llo win g:
• Ap p ro p ria t e n e ss  o f re s id e n ce
• Ad e q ua cy o f e m p loym e n t
• Risks , n e e d s  a n d  co m m u n it y re so u rce s
• Sp e cia l con d it ion s  t ha t  wou ld  e n ha n ce  t he  p ro sp e ct s  o f succe ss
• Vict im  in p u t

Probat ion and Parole: Helping Ensure Offender 
Success in the Community



Factors to Consider: Appropriateness of 
Residence 

• Are there firearms in the home?
• Is there alcohol or drugs in the home?
• Does the offender have their own room in which to sleep?
• Are there other people on supervision who live in the residence?  If a single-family home, is 

the other person on supervision in the home in compliance with supervision?
• Is there dog at the residence? If yes, is the dog aggressive?
• Do family/friends cohabitating in the residence agree to remove firearms/alcohol from 

residence?
• If residence is group living situation (such as sober living home), is the person who operates 

the home amenable to communication with probation and parole?  Will they respond to 
concerns from probation and parole?  Are there currently any concerns/issues going on at 
the home?

• Regarding sex offenders- are there children under the age of 18 in the home?



Cha llenges 
Re la t ed  t o  
Sober Living 
Homes

• Cu rre n t  ch a lle n ge s  in c lu d e :

• No  re gu la t o ry s t ru c t u re  e xis t s  fo r  t h e se  
t yp e s  o f re s id e n ce s  e xce p t  lo ca l zo n in g 
a n d  h a b it a b ilit y.

• Qu e s t io n s  o n  a p p lica b ilit y o f t h e  
la n d lo rd / t e n a n t  a c t  t o  t h e se  re s id e n ce s .

• No  co n t ra c t u a l re la t io n sh ip ; DOC h a s  n o  
a u t h o r it y t o  re q u ire  re t u rn  o f fu n d s  wh e n  
a p p ro p r ia t e .

• In co n s is t e n t  a p p lica t io n  p ro ce s se s  a n d  
re s id e n t  e xp e ct a t io n s .



QUESTIONS?
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