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County and City Levy Limit
• 15-10-402: 

Limit to 1996 
levels

• 15-10-420: Max 
mill levy 
calculation

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Revenue/Meetings/January-2024/2.9-15-10-420-graphic.pdf




15-10-420: Overview
• Maximum revenue from non-voted levies
• Inflationary adjustment
• Growth from newly taxable
• Carryforward of unused mills
• Certain levies exempt:

• Judgement levy
• Levy to repay taxes paid under protest
• Emergency levy
• Local government health insurance base contribution



15-10-420: In Practice
• Determination of revenue

• Revenue/taxable value = mills
• Changes in taxable value = changes in mills (floating 

mills)
• Tax shifting

• 95 mills and 1.5 mills only float down
• Carryforward 



15-10-425: Voted Levies

Purpose
• Impose new mill levy
• Increase a mill levy
• Exceed the limit in 15-

10-420

Method
• List specific purpose
• List amount of money 

or number of mills
• Durational limit



Voted Levy Examples
Number of Mills Amount of Money Subject to 15-10-420



Voted Levy Mechanics

• Dollar amount levies: consistent dollars, mills adjust
• Number of mills levies: mills set, dollars fluctuate
• Both: Governing body may reduce voted levy 

without losing voted authority
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