
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
GENERAL FUND TOOL



BACKGROUND

The Office of Public Instruction (OPI) distributes state and 
federal funding to districts over the course of the year, 
using the school funding formula. Montana has about 
400 school districts serving roughly 150,000 students. 

There is a formula to establish a district’s general fund 
budget limits and a formula for how a district’s 
adopted budget is funded. Certain school funding 
formula components are used to establish a minimum 
Basic Amount for School Equity (BASE) budget and a 
maximum (MAX) budget for each school district in 
Montana. An enrollment metric called Average Number 
Belonging (ANB) is used throughout the school funding 
formula. 



Concept of major importance: 

We have a formula to 
establish a district’s general 
fund budget limits (left) and a 
formula for how a district’s 
adopted budget is funded 
(right). 

Adopted general fund budgets 
are often supported by 
property taxes in both the 
BASE and over-BASE.
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Concept of major 
importance: 

We have a formula to 
establish a district’s 
general fund budget 
limits and a formula for 
how a district’s adopted 
budget is funded. 
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Concept of major 
importance: 

We have a formula to 
establish a district’s 
general fund budget 
limits and a formula for 
how a district’s 
adopted budget is 
funded. 



INTERACTIVE TOOL

Legislative staff created an interactive tool to allow legislators and the public to look at the 
school district general fund by district, rather than by the statewide totals shown on the slides 
above.

Data was compiled from the following sources, but this tool is primarily based on data from the 
Office of Public Instruction: 

• Office of Public Instruction 
• Department of Revenue
• Department of Administration

This presentation includes select screen shots to illustrate key points, but the interactive model 
tool can show similar breakdowns from statewide down to the local school districts.

DISCLAIMER
Due to the nature of these data, there are calculated fields in this dashboard. If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact the Legislative Fiscal Division.



GENERAL NAVIGATION



• Currently there are 4 separate 
dashboards

• You can navigate between the 4 
dashboards using the arrows or the 
dropdown menu

Dashboard title



• This model uses a combination of data 
from the Department of Revenue, the 
Office of Public Instruction, and the 
Department of Administration

• Due to the complexities of intersecting 
millions of rows of data from multiple 
different sources, there are many 
calculated fields in these dashboards

• For additional details on how these data 
were combined and intersected, or if 
you have any other questions or 
concerns, please contact the Legislative 
Fiscal Division



• These data can be viewed by school 
district. If no school district is selected, the 
numbers shown are statewide totals

• The individual amounts can be seen by 
hovering over the data



DASHBOARDS



DASHBOARD 1

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
GENERAL 
FUND –
BUDGET 
LIMITS



Background information is 
included on the left-hand 
side of the dashboard

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• The construction of the 
BASE budget is shown in 
the middle of the 
dashboard

• The percentage of 
each component 
used to establish 
the BASE budget 
can be seen in the 
legend

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• The construction of the MAX budget is 
shown on the right-hand side of the 
dashboard

• The percentage of each component 
used to establish the MAX budget 
can be seen in the legend

• The ANB (a metric for enrollment) is 
shown on the bottom right-hand side of 
the dashboard

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• When the slicer option for Helena 
Elementary District is selected, the charts 
filter to show the amounts for that district

• Make note of the changes is the 
scale of the y-axis on these charts 
While they look very similar to the 
statewide numbers (since the BASE 
budget is generally about 80% of 
the MAX budget), the scale is very 
different than the statewide 
numbers

• The ANB number has also been 
updated to reflect the enrollment in 
the district



DASHBOARD 2

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
GENERAL 
FUND –

ADOPTED 
BUDGET



Background information is 
included on the left-hand 
side of the dashboard

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• This dashboard shows how the 
budget is funded

• Based on the statewide 
numbers, school districts 
are collectively funded at 
approximately 97% of 
MAX

• The GTB area is shown in 
the middle block of the 
bar chart. Note that these 
are statewide totals; not 
all districts will receive 
GTB aid

• The amount of each 
funding component can be 
seen in the chart in the 
lower right-hand corner

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• When the slicer option for Big 
Sky K-12 District is selected, the 
charts filter to show the amounts 
for that district

• Again, make note of the 
changes is the scale of the 
y-axis on these charts

• Big Sky K-12 District is 
funded at its MAX budget

• The GTB area is filled 
primarily with local 
property taxes and a 
small amount of fund 
balance reappropriated 
and non-levy revenue. Big 
Sky K-12 does not receive 
state GTB aid

Example: Big Sky K-12
District



• When the slicer option for 
Browning High School District is 
selected, the charts filter to 
show the amounts for that 
district

• Again, make note of the 
changes is the scale of the 
y-axis on these charts

• Browning High School 
District is funded at its 
BASE budget

• The GTB area is filled 
primarily with state GTB 
aid and also some local 
property taxes

Example: Browning High School
District



• When the slicer option for Birney 
Elementary District is selected, the 
charts filter to show the amounts for 
that district

• Again, make note of the 
changes is the scale of the y-
axis on these charts

• Birney Elementary District is 
funded between its BASE and 
MAX budgets

• The GTB area is filled about 
halfway with non-levy revenue, 
fund balance reappropriated, 
and local property taxes.  State 
GTB aid fills up the remainder 
of the GTB area

Example: Birney Elementary
District



• When the slicer option for Colstrip 
High School District is selected, the 
charts filter to show the amounts for 
that district

• Again, make note of the 
changes is the scale of the y-
axis on these charts

• Colstrip High School District is 
funded above its MAX budget

• The GTB area is filled almost 
entirely with non-levy revenue

Example: Colstrip High School
District



• When the slicer option for 
Fairview High School District is 
selected, the charts filter to 
show the amounts for that 
district

• Fairview High School 
District is funded at its 
MAX budget, and the 
over-BASE area is funded 
entirely with tuition 
payments

• The GTB area is filled 
primarily with local 
property taxes and state 
GTB aid

Example: Fairview High School
District



• When the slicer option for 
Benton Lake Elementary District 
is selected, the charts filter to 
show the amounts for that 
district

• Benton Lake Elementary 
District is funded over its 
MAX budget

• The GTB area is filled 
primarily with local 
property taxes and fund 
balance reappropriated. 
However, the district also 
receives a small amount 
of state GTB aid

• Benton Lake Elementary 
District is a non-isolated 
district and thus has to 
pay half its Direct State 
Aid with local property 
taxes (see 20-9-302, 
MCA and 20-9-303, 
MCA)

Example: Benton Lake Elementary
District



DASHBOARD 3

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
GENERAL 
FUND –

ADOPTED 
BUDGET 

COMPARISON



• This dashboard shows the same chart as 
the previous dashboard, but it shows a 
comparison between the statewide total 
and a selected school district

• When no slicer option is selected, 
both sides will show the statewide 
total

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• This dashboard shows the same chart as the previous dashboard, but it shows a 
comparison between the statewide total and a selected school district

• When a slicer option is selected, the right side shows the district amounts, 
while the left side shows the statewide total. Note that the scales of the two 
charts are different



• This dashboard shows the same chart as the previous dashboard, but it shows a 
comparison between the statewide total and a selected school district

• When a slicer option is selected, the right side shows the district amounts, 
while the left side shows the statewide total. Note that the scales of the two 
charts are different

• The ANB numbers can also be compared (statewide vs. district)



DASHBOARD 4

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

MAP



• This dashboard shows the location, ANB 
(enrollment), and School District General Fund 
budget total for the selected district

• If no district is selected in the slicer 
options, the entire state is highlighted, 
and the statewide totals are shown for 
ANB and district general fund budget

• The southern portion of Flathead Lake is 
not included in any school district (there 
are no residents living in the center of the 
lake)

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• This dashboard shows the location, ANB 
(enrollment), and School District General Fund 
budget total for the selected district

• When Birney Elementary District is 
selected in the slicer options, the district is 
highlighted on the Elementary/K-12 
district map, and the district amounts are 
shown for ANB and district general fund 
budget

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• This dashboard shows the location, ANB 
(enrollment), and School District General Fund 
budget total for the selected district

• When Birney Elementary District is 
selected in the slicer options, the district is 
highlighted on the Elementary/K-12 
district map, and the district amounts are 
shown for ANB and district general fund 
budget

• The county slicer option shows the county 
(or counties) the district resides within

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



• You can also filter by county (without selecting 
a school district) to see all the school districts 
within that county

• There are two different maps because the 
elementary and high school districts overlap, 
and sometimes certain elementary districts feed 
into multiple high school districts, school districts 
cross county boundaries, etc. (The K-12 districts 
should appear to be the same on both maps.)

• The ANB and district general fund budget show 
countywide totals

Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data



Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data

• This dashboard shows the location, ANB 
(enrollment), and School District General Fund 
budget total for the selected district

• When Bozeman High School District is 
selected in the slicer options, the district is 
highlighted on the High School/K-12 
district map, and the district amounts are 
shown for ANB and district general fund 
budget



Statewide – Format of Graphics 
and Data

• This dashboard shows the location, ANB 
(enrollment), and School District General Fund 
budget total for the selected district

• When Ennis K-12 District is selected in the 
slicer options, the district is highlighted on 
both maps, and the district amounts are 
shown for ANB and district general fund 
budget



Please contact the Legislative Fiscal 
Division if you have any questions!
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