
 

 

  

Board of Public 
Education – Teacher 
Certification Fees  
      
KATY CALLON & JULIA PATTIN 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



1 

 

Overall BPE Funding 

The Board of Public Education (BPE) is funded through a combination of general fund and state special revenue 
funds. BPE’s overall funding has been split relatively evenly between general fund and state special revenue, as 
shown in the following chart, particularly in FY 2016 and 2017. Due to budget cuts made in the 2017 Legislative 
Session for FY 2018 and FY 2019, the legislature funded a larger portion of the BPE’s budget with state special 
revenue. This decision was made due to a projected general fund revenue shortfall and the resulting increase of 
pressure on the general fund. For FY 2020 and FY 2021, the legislature increased general fund authority and 
decreased state special revenue authority. This change was made after the agency spent down the state special 
revenue fund balance during the 2019 biennium. 
 
In looking back further, the BPE previously had two programs in their budget. One was an Administration Program, 
which provided administration, research, clerical functions, and management of business affairs for all programs 
under the authority of the BPE. This program was primarily funded by general fund, between 90-95%, with a small 
amount of state special revenue. The other was the Advisory Council Program to fund the Certification Standards and 
Practices Advisory Council (CSPAC), created by the Legislature in 1987. CSPAC studies and make recommendations to 
the BPE regarding: teacher, administrator, and specialist certification standards; the status and efficacy of approved 
teacher programs; and the feasibility of establishing teaching certification and the appeals process. BPE staff 
provided administrative, research, and clerical duties for CSPAC. This program was funded entirely with state special 
revenue. In FY 2008, the BPE consolidated the two programs into a single Administration Program. In FY 2016, the 
BPE’s FTE was reduced from 4.0 to 3.0, as there were vacant positions and the roles of Administrator and 
Administrative Specialist for the CSPAC were being filled by the same FTE. 
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BPE State Special Revenue 

State special revenue for the BPE is provided by teacher 
certification fees of $6.00 per year. In accordance with 20-
4-109, MCA, these fees are collected by the Office of 
Public Instruction (OPI) and deposited into a state special 
revenue account as follows: one-third is deposited into the 
Research Fund and used to fund the statutory duties of the 
BPE and Certification Standards and Practices Advisory 
Council , and two-thirds of the fee revenue goes to the 
Advisory Council fund to support the activities of the 
CPSAC. The BPE’s duties are outlined in 20-2-121, MCA, 
and CSPAC’s duties are outlined in 20-4-133, MCA. 

The timeline, shown on the right, details the history of 20-
4-109, MCA.  

The following chart and table show the total state special 
revenue amounts by fund per fiscal year, from FY 2012 
through 2021 and 2022 to date (August 31, 2021). In 
looking at the average total revenue, each dollar of the fee 
generates approximately $28,000. The Legislative Fiscal 
Division (LFD) has provided previous analysis on teacher 
certification fees, which is included in Appendix A. 

 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0090/0200-0040-0010-0090.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0090/0200-0040-0010-0090.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0210/0200-0020-0010-0210.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0330/0200-0040-0010-0330.html
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Research Fund Advisory Council Fund Total Revenue
2012 $57,072 $114,156 $171,228
2013 55,077               110,168                            165,245                   
2014 54,892               109,805                            164,697                   
2015 56,919               113,852                            170,771                   
2016 56,312               112,629                            168,941                   
2017 55,422               110,848                            166,270                   
2018 52,871               105,746                            158,617                   
2019 53,255               106,552                            159,807                   
2020 51,963               103,928                            155,891                   
2021 54,917               109,835                            164,752                   

2022 (to date) 6,170                 12,340                              18,510                     
$554,870 $1,109,859 $1,664,729

Teacher Certification Fee State Special Revenue
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Research Fund 
Below are the expenditures and revenues for the research fund from FY 2012 through FY 2021 and FY 2022 to date 
(August 31, 2021). Expenditures of the research fund are primarily for operational expenses for the BPE and the 
CSPAC. The increased expenditures in FY 2018 and 2019 are when the legislature appropriated less general fund and 
more state special revenue due to projected revenue shortfall. It includes expenditures for legal fees, which the BPE 
used for hearings on educator licenses and administrative rulemaking.  

 

 

Starting Fund Balance 48,498      38,503      33,287      33,002      35,103      36,415      41,669      21,899      (526)          17,375      10,584       
Revenue 57,072      55,077      54,892      56,919      56,312      55,422      52,871      53,255      51,963      54,917      6,170          
Expenditures (67,067)    (60,292)    (55,177)    (54,818)    (55,000)    (50,168)    (72,641)    (75,681)    (34,062)    (61,708)    (7,609)        

Total Appropriation (74,926)    (75,002)    (55,000)    (55,000)    (55,000)    (55,000)    (76,000)    (77,428)    (61,038)    (63,004)    (63,004)      
Ending Fund Balance 38,503      33,287      33,002      35,103      36,415      41,669      21,899      (526)          17,375      10,584      9,145          

2022 
(to date)

BPE Research Fund
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Advisory Council 
Below are the expenditures and revenues for the advisory council fund for FY 2012 through FY 2021 and FY 2022 to 
date (August 31, 2021). Expenditures of the advisory council fund are primarily for personal services to support the 
BPE and the CSPAC. Lower expenditures in FY 2013 and FY 2015 were due to position vacancies.  

 
 

 

  

Starting Fund Balance 11,307      12,545      31,110      29,742      51,142      55,120      45,818      36,883      5,176        1,003        (4,285)          
Revenue 114,156   110,168   109,805   113,852   112,629   110,848   105,746   106,552   103,928   109,835   12,340          
Expenditures (112,918)  (91,603)    (111,173)  (92,453)    (108,651)  (120,150)  (114,681)  (138,258)  (108,101)  (115,124)  (2,198)          

Total Appropriation (112,918)  (113,320)  (116,810)  (122,068)  (122,992)  (123,969)  (140,286)  (143,877)  (122,858)  (122,907)  (122,907)      
Ending Fund Balance 12,545      31,110      29,742      51,142      55,120      45,818      36,883      5,176        1,003        (4,285)      5,857            

BPE Advisory Council
2022

(to date)
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Appendix A 

The following was included in the LFD’s 2009 biennium budget analysis due to an executive request to increase 
general fund authority to offset costs. 

2009 Biennium Budget Analysis 
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